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Some Miniſters and god] y people, . 4 
| aſſerting the lawfulneſſe of their admini- | _ 


Lord: Supper in a ſelect company; 
Proving ilſo che neceſſity of Examina= 


tion iu out Cong regations, in order to a 
more holy Chureb-Fellow ſhip, 


hereipaPape r is anſwered, bea 
title A of Bf, concerning the adm 7 


| Ss the Eucbariſt and Examinariy 
— precedent, i 


Fe: Together,with a 


IN DICATION 


Of the Lords Supper from its manifeſt 
abuſe by a general admiſſion; 


Being an Anſwer to Mr. Hompbrey. 
y Humphrey Saunders Miniſter of Holleſ 


Worthy in in Devon. 
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1 ASS <ays-to review. this ſmall; 
iece, before it fully paſ- 
| * the Printers hands. 
: "lactis time Igathered the: 
; Es which thay ſeeſt at the end of 
* have taken liberty to Pre 8 
Þ alle, ton cy better underſtan 
Tag. That, which, now comes to th 
nand was written ſome yęares ago? 
Lone part is in anſwer to a, paper 
"Fear me by, e Gentleman in, 
he Weſtwhodil liking mine, and ſome! 
a niſters practice as to theOrdi- 
Ac Supper did hereby 


put 


CE. 
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pots us to renn truth, and ons 
ely 


es, as to the way walked in. Af- 
ter L had written'this, 1 kept it by me 
many moneths, not ſuffering any co- 
py to be taken, nor the papers to go 
farther then the ſight of ſome deare 
friends about us. Iwill not burthen 
thee with recirall - of the cenſures 
which attended and prevented its com- 
ming forth; ſuch and ſo many , that 
had F conſulted with fleſh and blood, 
and been tender 2 dyn! 
this had been ad) filent 
was at length preval 
municare the eme 
into the hands of ſome . — Mini- | 
ſters of London, who thought it wor- 
thy of a- mote publick view: oo l 
— from one of theſe I conſented to = 
lication, this ground (as 
Lord AC 1" pp rehended t 
and hoped ſome good might be 
done by it. Joe this;*rheſe pa 
have layen in London, eg 
preſſe, and under it, more then a years 
1 pace. Tbele circymſtances have 0n- 
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whole, and the unſeaſonableneſſe of a 
part, vid; that which relates to Mr. 
Humfrey, who hath ſince been anſwer d 
by diverſe, and hath himſelf replyed 
unto one; here is not roome for much 
more; onely this. There is not one 
Word added to what Iwrote at firſt: I 
am likely to have occaſion to do ſome- 
what mare in this argument, which 
if the Lord call me unto, I hope to 


fects which ſhall be ſhewen me in this. 
This way of, publick edifying is new 
40 me, ic's the leſſe marvel it I faile 
omewhat in matter and manner; 
though appeate for ſeparation ( in a 

ſeaſe,) yet am | Sofar in love with Uni- 
to ty, chat I hold it my duty to promote 
it among tbe godly, and (what I may) 
to bring all reformed Churches into 
15 1 my no greater 1 
lying ( this day) upon the Goſpel, then 
our 8 0 ler me Top 
one ſad and tender thought of this 
rievous evil. I muſt needs ſay, that 
; A 3 not 


Wo ES AAR l 
-— a6 I of 
4 Fu r . — © i 


time better, and to amend the de- 
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lythis uſe, to excuſe the delay of the 7M 5 


| Turner 3 
not a few of che godly ſeeme much 


men of the ſame ſpirit to walkin one 
way ? Doth not the Lord ſpeake this 

to all the godly in the Land, in the 
language of Providence? C when they 
cannot rule o one another, they 

will agree; ] God hath done the one, 

let us dothe other: Shall leſſer diffe- 
rences eee Go 
ia the great things of the Kingdome of 3. 
Chriſt-I am deceived, if erer Chu 
Reformation and Conſtitation p Py; 
comfortable and ſucceſſefull amo mY 4 

vs; unleſſe holding communion with 
other Churches, come to bea matter of 
more weight with us. I have no more 

but to commend this poore labour ark 

rhe we: oo God and nee 
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L preſent truths, 2 Pet. 1. 12. 
iat is, to be well verſed in 
the matters that are ventila- 
tedintheir, age and time, but v{ually tbe 
Jorthodoxy of the generality prog world 
came an age too ſhore 770 things | 
ready recovered from oppoſition , xy 
4 7 . eftabliſhed 75 they, hold ought, 

ut in the Hey which God bringeth 
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x1 705 1 the world in their time, 
hey are to Me ek, being either blinded by 
27 . or diſcouraged by their own 
| > 44 weak- 
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till parties be more agreed, e, 
har wick waſs bp _ 9 7 own 
um uſing the he Prayer, 

1 Ae e fencing = rrp o 
"whereby (thro the ” G 

* they — 2 wine to the knowledge of the 
truth ee and yet herein is our ſince rity 
tried, is * N. us, to own what ig 
* already received upon ſufficient er 

pith publick conſent and eſteem, but 
it e the —_ of the Lord, 
whileſt the fs ing; an 

duſt Ae e , cal 4 

* We and dar kneſſe upon the babes , that 
2 moſt ſincerity, becauſe i ft 
moſt labour and ſel denial. 

Tue great truths now 4 foot, a are thoſe 
© - which concern the conſtitution and re- 
formation of the Church, in theſe days 
of contention ; other controyerlies are 

revived, but this was the firſt N — 


and _ of our darkneſſe ; mi mtu, 


and oppoſutions, herein, are other diftra- 
FFions by 4 al judgement continued up- 
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ened, it was — 2 
wy nar the inter- 


aduerſaries, yea, the 
— rn of Retot- 
mation have been uo ſmall let and hin- 
dr ance to the progreſſe Fit. A — 
eth deſper ately fick, and the Ph 
are not 4 ed about the means and — 


F cure; ſome would have the corruption 


taken away by degrees, leſt the cure 


- prove as bad as the diſeaſe; others, all ar 


once, and ſo would make haſty work of 
it to the endangering of the body its ſelf: 
or rather let me lay it thus, an houſe, if on 


fre 4275 are for wing it quite down, 
ng the 3 and 

— ay Prom: eſs Judgement con- 
tinue, the the s 16 8 — 
ſuſt thus, an. worſe is the preſent 
72275 ng ee us ʒ we — been 
2 4 remedy and the diſor- 


| 7 loog and ſinful neglec of diſci- 
 Pline are much increaſed. 


Among all others none have * 
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jaagement, ben thoſe that plead for a 
looſe way of receiving of all ſorts of - 
ERS nu holy things, and by pr. 
proftitme the — 
— to) comer: I wii not ſay 
handfuls of harley, and pieces of 
bread (rhaugh'the opinion hooketh as ex. 
— fen 4 worldly intereſt) 
leaſt out of 4 judgement much mi- 
Bale in = 2 5 which Ir 
The, 0 | 
8259 Lge miſchief of the collaplade: | 
Rates of the. Church, — this proſtituti- 
on of Church- Priviledges, and in the 
beginning of theſe conteſts not only com- 
plained of at, a grievance by the goaly., 
bur confeſſed as a diſorder | by them 
through whoſe * it Frſt 3 in; 
and tis ftra after the. matter 
—— tf, Profiling 
adi, uld interpoſe for the conti- 
nuanct of this duſt and. filth, whichwas - 
zn ſo fair away to be ſwept out f \ Gods 


_ © bouſe; And holy comm̃union ig the 
K of the Church, Holineſſe becom- 
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To de Reader! 25 1 
eth thine Houſe-forever/ſal. 93. 55 
2 would not be the head of an ulce- 
ous bodyʒ yea, a monſtrous body, like 
115 Nebuchadnezzars image;where 
the head war pure gold, but the mem - 
bers were made up of braſſe, iron, clay; 
&c. a thi hes Lord cannot endure ; 
aud therefore by a-Tuſt providence all 
dumm along hehmhbrokewaff the bran« 
ches of the Covenant, when they beg an 
o run wilde, and ca off bis peupie, 
when by the intermiſſion of '4 vigorous 
and-ſtvi6t 1 they haue ſuffered 
the Church to ranne into the world 
aul ihe world into the Church : when 
the doore hath been too wide, and kept 
tos vpen, onhj miſchief hath enmed in; 
ſachi a practice may fill the Church, bus 
heaven will be never the fuller. Carnal. 
mem urt but hardened in their ſenſleſ- 
neſſe and ſecurity, whileſt by mans cha- 
rity they are ſuffered to enjoy Privuledges | 
beyond Gods allowance; an 'fo (45 * Multipli- 
Sulvianicomplaintd long ago * Falleth catis fitet 
ont, hat * whileſt the Church; 1 multi- poputts f- 
| plied, #he faith in leffened ; and though _—— 
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pd po Wer. ear T ate 
To prevent this abuſe, it hath _ 
God to ſtir up many of his wor | 
vants to plead the neceſſity of a well-rem- 
pered Reformation; - amongſt others 
this eminent godly Miniſter in this book 
which . is. now. preſented to thee; a book 
which (if my love to the perſon and 
caule deteive me not) will contribute 
much light to the ending of this contro- 
werſy; The Anſwer to Mr. Humphreys 
was penned long ſince before any bad as 
jet appeared againſt him. The other d:ſ- 
courſe it in CAnſwer to [ome ObjetFions 
of 4 perſon of worth and quality in thoſe 
parts where the Author liveth , concern- 
ing the ſame matter; both might have 
ſeen the light much ſooner, had they not 
beene kept private, firſt by the © Authors 
mode it, ſince by ſome neglett and miſ- 
carriage here; but we hope they are not 
borne out of due time; the Controverſie 
being returned every day, and men, ei- 
ther tired with oppoſition, or ont of 0. 


ther reaſons, growing taint in the cauſe 
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To the Reader. 


matter : if theſe labour 


. — finde acceptance; he will be 


ed (I —＋ to go on with) tha 
which he hath been ed — to . an 


Anſwer to Nn — opt ſecond 
Part. The Lord give un Dd Pending 


in th:ſe and other truths. 
1 am chine i in at 
— Chriſtian Bonds, 


Tho, Manton. 


THE, 


e A K-23 
n 4 i : 
* 1 hs " "# 92 
” 


ally now enclining to ſome 
e, ns jc pert ON this 


ERRATA 


Reader, 
The Preſſe hath made much work for thy pen; 
this if done before thou read, will prevent thy 
ſtumbling : miſtakes as to pointing, are infinite, 
and therefore not referred: theſe which marre the. 
, crave this correction; the other, thy com- 
mon charity. | 
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THE TWO FIRST. 


OF THE" 
Paper. 


esel chough I am none of the ſuper- 
| ar: 2 N I titious ado ers of Antiquity, 
1 IS - (for, 4n1iquiras ſacli eſt juventus 
undi, neither will be any of 
be froward retainers of cuſtome , which 
may be as turbulent a thing as innovation; 
ind Chriſt having ſaid chat he was Truth, 
ot cuſtome; yet I have learn'd from 
Scripture to make a ſtand upon the old 
Wayes, and then to look about, and diſco- 
er what is the ſtraighc and right way: 
And ſure novelty though it be not by 
B an 


SECTIONS 


9 
and by tejected, yet is alwayes ſuſpeRed; 
and what is ſettled by cuſtome, though it 
de not of the beſt, yet at leaſt may ſeem i ax 
fic; and therefore I remember that not # 
only the Spartan ſet a mu'& on the Muſt. Y þy 
cian that added one ſtring more then or- m 
dinary to his Harpe ; but the Lycians ſuf - 55 

fered none to propoſe anew Law, — ho 
with an halter about his neck, that if hi 
reaſon thereof were not approved, he ar 
might forthwich be banged for offering do 
novelties; and therefore I cannot but ch, 
conclude with Y pian. In rebuꝶ no vi con. 
ſtituendu, evidens debet eſſe ntilitas ut rec — 
datur ab ev jure quod din equum viſum 
571. 

If this new way (and I think I may 
without the hazard of a quarrcl take the 
liberty to ſtile it ſo) of adminiſtring ti 


Euchariſt, and admitting and excluding I 
Communicants, had ground and warran ſom 
from Gods Word, the practice of the Ape 
Primitive Church, the demonſtration not 
reaſon, or did manifeſtly conduce, aui Ane 
tend to the advance of godlineſſe and pure four 


Religion ,, I ſhould not check with it fot 


the novelty ; but when many good, andi man 
moderate, and rational men are much un men 
ſatisfied , that it beares any ſuch ſtamp, oi Prim 
character. And for mine on part, un Ang 


leſſe 


. 

leſſe T am blinde through infirmitie, 
(whoſe-own heart witneſſeth to me that! 
am not maliciouſly or wilfully ſo) I can 
8 ſee nothing to ſupport this new frame, 
but 1 diſcourſes and ſi · 
militudes, rather then reaſons, ad popalam 
*& phaleras, (which is handſomely to paint a 
. houfe that hath no ſolid foundations) 1 
cannot therefore but excuſe ſuch, that 
eat the ſound of ſuch Muſick, cannot fall 
88 down and worſhip the Image that Nebu- 
nY chadnezzar hath ſet up. 


1 
; 
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The entrance and ſumme of the 
two firſt Sections. 


The Authour (ſhewing his way with 
ſome flowers of Reading and Rhethorirk) 
Apologizeth for bimſel as one that dotes 
not on Antiquity, nor is led by Envy. 
And after cenſures ſome men to be aber- 
tours of a new way, whereon this charact - 
er is ſet, ( viz.) being unſatisfactotry to 
many good, moderate, and rational 
men; not grounded on the practiq; of the 
primitive Church, not rationally condu- 
cing to the advancement of n 

2 B 2 ut 
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. aScare-crow to fright weaker judgements 
opinion. 


but ſupported, and vindicated by popnlar 


arguments; that is, (as we take it,) har 


ving the paint of perſwaſion without ap 
life, or ſtrength of reaſon: From the 
thoughts be concludes ſmartly, if not bit- 
terly ; Icannot therefore but excuſe ſach, 
that at the ſound of ſueh Muſick cannot 


fall down and worſhip the Image that Ve- 
| buchadnexzar bath ſetup. | 
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Sn e r. I. 


- Anſwering the Preface of this dif- * 


5 The nw 2 Mace Dy 
ntiquity, being (as is ſuppoſed) favour» 
able unto the Author: putting a viſard 
of novelty upon an aged face, to make 


from cloſing with the contrary 
We ſhell firſt weigh theſe Prol⸗ 
and anſwer the generalities of this Plea, 


not ee nes the particulars: wherein we | 
liberty to ſpeak freely, that we | 


ſhall t 
may more fully convince, and Nn. 
| 1. 


"Ii > | 
ly, that it may be ſaid, (a) That which aEccleſ.r 2. 
3 was wpright, even Words of . 
ermth, 


ai. PIR Sth * 
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What is due to Antiquity', and what 
| is true Antiquity. 


We heartily embrace that ſaying, That Ga 
which is firſt is moſt true, becauſe true: rigniſimi 
Antiquity is alwayes a friend to Truth; f veriſſi- 
and though. all that is old be not good, bebe 
(fin and Satan are both very old) yet eve- „ni 1 
ry good way is old, and therefore in every peregrina, 
good old way we may ſafely walk. We & noue 
are not moved to hear men count, and — | 
call good wayes new; who knowes not 1. pr en 
that the Advetſaries of true Doctrine have 1 b 114, 
alwayes loaded it with this title? (4) All 115. 
our doctrines are condemned to be new, © S4 ſc:-- 
and ſtrange, It confirmes us to ſee the tis * 2 
wayes of government to have the ſame 210 % 50 u 
lot. So that the principle of Antiquity lurius ce 
yields but a (e) popular and fallacious ar aut in vat- 

ument; yet it being the firſt-borne of A Sn. 

the Paper, and the firſt weapon form'd a- 116. . 

gainſt us; we might ſay much to it, but RI 
B 3 that 
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that we think of diſpatch. - 7er9me is con- 
demned by one for deſiring leave of Au- 


fine to etre with ſeven Fathers which he 


found of his opinion. We dare not take, 

nor ate we willing to give the liberty, as 

d Luk. 17. the Scripture faith, (d) Remember Lots wife 
z2- ſo do we to the pretenders of antiquity, 
Joſh. ch. 9. Remember the Gibeonit es. Scripture- anti- 
quity is venerable; but if the antiquity 

which we call others to, ſignifie but cu- 

ſtome, (as may be gueſt by ſome paſſages, 

(viz.) what is ſettled. by cuſtome, line 5. 

of the Paper,) we may be bold ro ſay of 

ſuch antiquity , that in moſt things it is 

e Prov. 16. vetuſt as errory, the age oferrour. (e) The 
31. gray baires of opinions and practices are 

Ch. 20. 29. (then) beauty, and a crowne,when found 
in the way of truth and righteouſneſſe. 

For matter of doctrine, it mult be ſpoken 

with chankfulneſſe , that long hath the 

light thereof filled our Horizon: But the 


light of Diſcipline was not ſo forward and 


ſucceſſeful. Truths of this nature were 
fRom.1.18 long while held by ſome men in (f) uns 
righteouſneſſe; corrup:ions in worſhip 
continued, when corruptions in doctrine 

were generally decryed. f 

Si 2 in Domi nic cena ob- | A tb ag 
ervandus Apoſtolor x; noob ares 
lune 1 — ſhall we ſay 2 
: ES 5 
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then, or not at foure? quem Apoſtolica Seripta docent, 


Was America a ſecond, 1 ſequiora ſecula intro- 
or new creation, becauſe gaben dab. Fury 
found out bur of late ? p. 237. 
The preſent light of go- 

vernment contended for, is elder then the 
former cuſtomes of our predeceſſours. If 
any man can prove it younger then the 
Scriptures , we will ſoon caſt it out as an 
untimely birth; we think it unreaſonable 
and unſafe to look only on the cuſtomes 
and practices of the next ages before us, 
while we are ſure that they for a long time 
worſhipped God impurely, not doing as it 


Part. 3. 
„ 


was written. (2) We may ſhutup this, g Joſh 1.8. 


onely winding the lovers of truth, that 
they be not frigbted with a notion of no- 
velty from a more excellent way: (/) this at. 5 47 
being certaine, that while we agree with 


That ubicb ſatisfies one good man, may F. 3. 
ſatis fie all; when inform d, they having 
e B 4 one 
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the Word, we never check with true An- 8555 8 | 
quity. 
an 81 C r. III. 
linſati fact to many good, moderate, 
4 And rational men. 


($8) | 
one and the ſame Spirit within, and ruſe 
without. Of all men, we would ſtudy 
to ſatisſie good men. It is poſſible ſome 

Zack. 14 j ſuch may be unſatisfied with our way; 

+7 the time is not yet come, which will unite 
the mindes of Gods people, till then, diffe · 
rences in judgement will continue, but 
without breact of affections, if we do well. 
We do not condemne all that differ from 
us in theſe outward things, which may 
for a time be hid, where Jeſus Chriſt is 
revealed in moſt ſaving truths.” It is ac- 


and eminent men in parts and places, not 
cloſing with us, ſome of which we muſt 
think godly; there are many no leſſe god- 
ly unſatisfied, but it is upon another ac* 
count. 

As others cenſure us for going too far, 
thoſe for not going far enough in our ſe- 
paration; but as theſe laſt are above us, 
ſo are they more againſt our opponents. 
To ſpeak freely, who are foremoſt in op- 
poſition to us? they are the moſt carnal, 
and profane in the Countrey, the ſcumme 
of whoſe choler we oſten fee and hear: 


our work defective, their own large 
principles notbeing able to bear the ſtrict 
neſſe ofthe Word, | 20 n 


knowledged that there are many learned 


theſe mea ſurinp us by a fleſniy line, finde 


8 


— 


S e r. Ty. 


Not grounded on the practice of the 
Primitive Church, 


This is the great thiog in queſtion, and 84 
ſubject matter of this congreſſe, and 
therfore not to be begg d in the entrance. 
We make the Word our Antiquity, ( as 
before) and that which is ſo new, as to 
have footing only on mens intentiom, and 
examples, we xc ject as not old enough to | 
be called truth. We are contented, and If. 8.26} 


[- deſire it may be ſealed on both ſides, that 
* & whatisfaid ſhall ſtand, or fall, as the Word 
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1 judges. 

* Shen 1 n 

a der 

. Not rationally conducing to the advan- 

ie cing of godlineſſe. 

r | 
le * This we more wonder at, then at any 9.5˙ 
ge other paſſage; our hearts muſt deceive us 


ir much, and our underſtandings faile us 
quite , ifthis be ſo, conduce as a proper 
nu, mea nes 


(10) 
meanes it doth, and this we take to be ra- 


our progreſs. in that way muſt be faſtened 
on the Grace and Spirit of God. That 
which ſhames and reſtraines ſin, muſt 
needs conduce to godlineſſe; But the 
way pleaded for, tends apparently to this. 
It advanceth er * 

Rob. 4. 1% 1. By engaging ſuch as walke in it to 

"oy 2 more Such fulnelſe they being by this 

profeſſion expoſed to more obſervation 
for their wayes. 

Col. 4. 3. 2. In regard of the mutual watchings 
they ſubmit unto. | 

Heb. e. 3. Through rhe benefic of many private 


heat may borh kindle and cheriſh gracious 
affections. God hath given ſundry of 
our meeting ſo much experience of 
growth (as to knowledge and affection) 


radox. | | 


* 


mell trends to ſo many evils, that it would 
fill a large Paper to ſet them down. 


Fer, 23, 14. 
Je . , wicked. 20 


cult 


ju "Toned, tw. 


tional} conducins , otherwiſe the cauſe of 


"74, 25. exhortations and duties, whoſe light and 


this way, as plentifully confutes this Pa- 


We are ſure the old impure way of pel- 


Firſt, Ic ſtrenghens the hands of the 


Luk.1 3.26 Secondiy, Blindes them in their wretch- 
| edneſſe. While wicked men enjoy the | 


priviledges of the godly , it will be diffi» | 
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( 11 J | 
cult to convince them of their impeni- 
tency, and want of converſion. Let the 
Miniſter make them Saints in the Chan- 
cel. they will give him leave to make them 
Devils in the Pulpit till he be wear. 
No wonder if ſuch profane. ones as have 
uſually received the ſeales of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and joyned in the higheſt 
act of Church-communion, live in a Jer. 7.8: 
good opinion of their ſoules eſtate, and 
truſt in lying words. 


— 


oY — 
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SECT; VI. 


Supported, or vindicated by popular 
Arguments. 


It is not much that this weak way of F. 6, 
arguing is faſtencd upon us, who pretend 
not much to Art. Some others (of the ſame 
judgement with us in the maine of this 
buſineſſe) have publiſhed arguments e- 
nough, and ſuch as were never anſwered 
to this day by ſuch as drew them forth, 
It may be the arguments the Paper means, 
have been lamely and _diſadvantagiouſly 
repreſented, . | gt 
We have not given out under our hands 
any argumepti, but in our private meet: 
ings, 


o 


— 
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ings, and publick exerciſes, we have ar- 
ned the preſent controvertie, of which 
account ſhall be given hereafter; fo 
that the cenſuring of our arguments un 
ſeen, is ſhooting at rovers. God hath 
given us ſo much skill as to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween an illuſtration, and an argument 


and we do e ſome reaſon- 


ings inthe Paper before us, to be juſt of 
that conſtitution. What we finde ſhall 
be duly weighed , and we hope in this as 
in other undertakings, we ſhall prove our 
ſelves to be builders, and not painters; the 


rived skin of formercuſtomesnheeds paint, 


where the beauty of holineſſe wants. 


——J — — 


SECT. vil. 


I cannot therefore but excuſe ſuch that 


at the [ ound of ſuch Muſick cannot 
fall down. aud worſhip the Image 
that Nebuchadnezzar hath ſet up. 
Sir, : 
We were ſenſible of this laſh of j out 
rod, for it cuts very deep. 4: 


1. The way which we ſuppoſe holy,and | | 


Chriſtian, is Nehnc bade can Image; we 
wiſh it as free of all defect us it is ye I: 
| dola- 


ar; | dolatry : Doubleſſe che old way pleaded 
ich | for, hath much more of that Image. 
10 2. The Miniſters exhortations moving 
un. ſouls to our ſociety, (as tending to refor- 
ach mation, and being the riſe of ſome order,) 
be- this is Pagan Muſick, and ſomewhat worſe Ws 

then Pauls tinkling Cymbal: We hope * Cor 33- 
our Muſick bath been ao unpleaſanc ſound * 
in Gods ear, while to our knowledge we | 
ſought ſubmiſſion to Jeſus Chriſt, and to Cal: 1. 15. 
no other Image. Towards them that | 
— ——— ys 

our. defires o „ an 
as tendring them the holy means of ſpirituall 
life : We ſhall not take upon us further 375 
to cenſure their refuſing, though to ſpeak | 
freely, we dare not excuſe them. 

Wie muſt waite till God perſwade men, 
nen they will come in. Inthe mean time 
among the refuſers , there may be diffe- 
ent principles; ſome may ſtand off out 
df doubtfulneſſe, ind diſſatisfaction, but 
athers ( perchance ) may be Adders, Pal. 58.5; 
that ſtop their own ears, or ſuch as Chriſt : 
ondemnes in that reproofe of his: we Mat. 11. 11 


le piped untu vum, and ye bave not danced; 
out e haus mmurnad, and ye have not wept. 
we 

1 25 
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The third Se&jon of the Paper. 
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The third Nie liberty, and profitable uſe of pri- 
Sed? 7. of T — in order to ptepara- 
* cory inſtruction; yea, or probation of 
faith and repentance, (which Chemnitia 

tells us to be in uſe in ſome Latheras 
Churches) is not — Oat 1 

apt, and elegant compariſon of Quintill 

— that men are ax Semi which are 

ſooner and better filled by taking them in 

hand one by one, and pouring water into 

them, then by ſetting them together, and 
ſprinkling water upon them. 2 

2. That wherzas the Caſaiſs ſpeak, 

there is violent a ſuſpicio que moraliter facit 

rem certam; for if ire only probabili 

ſuſpicio, they will tell you, that melior 

conditto poſſidentis bonam famam; ] but in 
(ct. caſe of violent ſuſpicion, that any perſons 
are through ignorance unable to diſcerne 

the Lords body; that they may, and ate n 

meet to be examined, is not denied. In a 

a 

c 


ſuch a ciſe the ſame may be ſpoken of ne- 
glect of probation , as in a lapſe iv*04 
crime 


25 to an account for an idle ſilence, as well 

as for an id le word-; for as evil talke leads 
. men into evil, ſo an ebilfilence leaves them 
in it. 

3. That nototious ſinners, and the Ca- 
ſuiſis ſay, they can be notorious only 
upon this account, c crimen eſt mani- 
feſtum, aut per ſent entiam in jadicio, aut per 
: icam in eo —— aut per evid-un- 
tiam talem ut nulla piſſit tergiver ſatione ca · 
Is, ] that ſuch may, and muſt be excom · 
municated is granted;not fo much for pre- 


contract by communion with them, but to 
humble and to reclaime the offender, and 
to keep the example from having any con- 
s ſpreading influence by impurity, 
a alſo to remove the ſcandal that the 
diſcipline of the Church may contract by 
remifſſon, and indulgence. And a power 
todsct in. ſuch caſes, the Min ſtery need 
notcomplatherowant, much lefſeupon 
the pretence of fuch want ſuſpend the ce- 
lebtation, and adminiſtring of the Sacra- 
ment altogether; for this power is rooted, 
and inherent in the keyes, avd they may 
aſſume as large, and free 2 power to ex- 
clude ſome juch, as they now take to put 


by, 


fe. is'faid of he omiſſion of reproofe, 
and admonition. A man may be called 


vention of any pollution that others may 


- while they (at leaſt the moſt of t 


„ 
„ and excommunicate all, Nolte 


adminiſter it to none, but intermit the 
thereof altogether. And therefore as one 
being asked, where he found the — 
tation of, and concerning (onſtantines 
nation, (as another his gloſſe upon the 
SalickLaw? anſwer d. If any looked on the 
backſide of that Donation, (and ſo of 
that Law) there it was to be found: ſp 
it might be more truly ſaid, that from 
whence they derived the power to excom- 
municate all by non · adminiſtration, they 
eight fetch a right to exclude perſons ſcan- 
dalous, and apparently ignorant. But be. 
our Kbodw, and Caliut, our preſent q: 
ſtion is, Whether it be (not only prof 
table, but) neceſſary,antecedently to the 
communion to examine (not only ſuch, 
who may well be ſuſpected to be of inc 
— knowledge. but) all indifferently, juri 
as for want of will in any to ſubmitto 
this probation, they may juſtly be debar- 
red the Sacrament ; and for want of pow- 
er in the Miniſter to exerciſe this Diſci- 
pline, he may lawfully intermit the admi- 
niſiration , or adminiſter it only to ſuch 
as will ſubject themſeſves thereunto con. ¶ Wh 
vened, (and not by their proper Paſtor) ther 
out of diſtant places, and — congre- Dow! 
gationsꝰ Sect. 
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SECT. VII. 


private | conference, &c. 


i Some Conceſſions. 
1. In this ares e: 


ee, ion. 
1. The Conceſſions are of private 
conference, examination of ſome perſons, 
the excommunicatinꝑ of others ; theſe we 
accept of. And to ſay truth, in ſome of theſe 
is more granted then is deſired; namely 
the inveſting the Miniſter with power of 
ommunication, or cenſuring alone, 
which many learned men make an a& of 
(as they expreſſe themſelves) to'the whole 
Church, or tothe Officers of the Church, 
but not to the Miniſter alone. But he 
ſpeaks in this the opinion of the Sclool- 
men, who ſeem (to us) to put Church- 


/ 


WhiPſt this opinion makes rather for us 
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E 2. The ſtate of the Queſt-' 


juriſdiction, b. longing, non uni, ſed unitati, 


nſures into the Miniſters hands alone. 


then agatnſt us, we ſhall- not contend a-. 
bout it, but take it for granted, and to. 


of the nen e profile fe 


8 8. 


thy with a little paines might partake 


no deniall, nor of long delay: For ſome 


(18) _ 
be as is affirmed and yielded. That which 
is affirmed of ſuſpicious, and ſcandalous 


perſons, may alſo paſſe. But ſome note 


' muſt be ſet: upon that charge. of abſolute 


forbearance to adminiſter the Lords Sup- 
per, and of excommunicating all; for 
we do neither the one, nor the other. 
It was our fault (for a time,) and it 

be ſome other mens fault at this day. We 
ſaw cauſe to be humbled for our omiſſion 
of this duty among other offences, as to 
the Lords Supper: And we now conceive 
the inſtitution to be ſo ſtrict, as admits of 


years paſt, we have not been guilty of this 
forbearance; there hath been a frequent 
uſe of this as of all other Ordinances a+ 
mong us, ſo that all deſirous, and wor- 


thereof. If any defect be, it is but _cir- 
cumſtantial as to the place, and not as to 
time, or ſubſtance, So much for the Con 
ceſſions. That which followes is the ſtate 

of the Queſtion, 9 


2 
Fry 


is 


6 
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merein of the ſtate of the Au- 8 
| ion. n. ON 


_ Herein we finde che Author unacquain- F. 9, 
ted with out way ,. and putting too much 
together, | 
Firſt, we do not examine all, as is ſup- 
poſed ; ſuch as are more knowiug and 
willing, do only make profeſlion of their 
aith and knowledge; ſome in:the pub- 
ick, others more privately. Many have. 
deen admitted A having a queſtion 
Asked them, and we can truly averre that 
ve examine none, but ſuch as well may 
de ſuſpected of incompetent kuowledge ; 
d that here is no need of diſpute be- 
tween us. | 
. Secondly, That of omitting altogether 
he uſe of the Sacrament , muſt have no, 
place in the queſtion neither; for our pra- 
tice and judgements oppoſe it. | 

Thirdly, About convening from diverſe 
ariſhes, this will but confound the diſ- 
ourle, if mixed with it: For, 

1. Moſt of thoſe admitted were taken in, 
i C2 not 


eee 


41 


9 


4 


: 
we 


on ſtated. 


The queſt i- 


(20) 
not without their proper Paſtor, - 


2. Such as were admitted of othet Cone 


gregations, are perſons juſtly offended with 
the groſſeneſſe of their adminiſtrations at * 
home, where no ſeparation at all is made, 
nor any cheriſhing of deſires that way. 
The lawſulneſſe of this we ſhall aſſert in a- 
nother place. 3 + 
As the Queſtion is ſtated, there are ſo 
many things laid together, as would make 
plauſtraria argumenta,tedious Syllogiſmes, 
and ſo beget confuſion in the diſpute. The 
ſtate of the preſent difference may be bet-: 
ter expreſſed in this, or the like manner; 
that is, Whether in the pe”, of a long 
corrupted Church, it be neceſſary that all 
the Members thereof do ſubmit to ſome 
examination, or trial of their knowledge, 
before they be admitted unto the Lords 
Table? FF a 
This Queſtion we fear not to maintain in 
the Affirmative. Here we ſuppoſe corrupti- 
on in our Churches, and therefore with 


men well ſatisfied with their preſent frame. 
and temper, not looking on them as un- 


der any ſuch diſorder. as we ſuppoſe, with 


. ſuch we deſire not much to diſpute; We iſ 
can accept little of reaſon, or truth from 


men of that minde. 5 
LAuly, It ſeemes to us that this Para- 


graph 
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1 5 
graph agrees not with it ſelfe, for it op- 
poſes examination as precedaneous to this 
ordinance, and yet yields it in ſome caſes 
to be practiſed. Can the paper allow 
the keeping back of ſome, yea of igno- 
rant, as well as ſcandalous, and yet ab- 
ſolutely oppoſe examination (as previous) 
vichout which ignorance cannot be well 
known? Promiſcuous adminiſtring, muſt 
either ſtand, or fall. If ſtand, then no 
reformation can be rationally hoped for. 
And if it fall, let us be taught how the 
admiſſion of all ſorts formerly practiſed 
can be redreſſed without examination, or 
ſome equivalent courſe. At preſent we 
ſhall bend our ſelves :to maintaine the 
neceſſity of examination unto the right 
uſe of the Lords Supper in our coop - 
gations, and that ſuch as refuſe to ſub- 

mit thereunto are deſervedly excluded. 

When we ſay, examination ſhould be 
previous (as the Author ſpeaks) or a ne- 
ceſſary Antecedent, we underſtand not a 
Phyſical Antecedent, as if it were eſſen : 
tial to this duty, or Antecedent ſua natu- 
ra, for then we ſhould examine as often 
Jas we admit, which is not done. Self- 
examination is a neceſſary Antecedent 
at all times, and Miniſterial at ſome times; 
„an Antecedent it is, an phyſice, ſed mo- 
1 „„ raliter, 
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raliter, & ex hypotheſi, that is, upon ? 
ſuppoſition of a general corruption in on 
"Churches, It is morally required as ne- 
ceſſary to the excluſion of the unworthy 
according to the minde of Chriſt, We 
Thaſl make this as ſtrong as we can, when 
we have once anſwered the Arguments 
by which it is oppoſed, which is out 
next task. r 
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The fourth Section of the Paper. i 
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15 is St. Baſils concluſion extracted from 


The fourth 


gain „ che exordiums of Moſes and St. Fobn (in witl 
' | the Paper, the beginning) ans arne 1 arge, tobe: file: 
15 gin at the beginning. In quavis inſtiturione ¶ hea 


qu primum eſt, & principium, & precipine. 
ChriſtJeſus when he firſt inſtituted „ 
crament, made no previous examination of 
his Diſciples. before he adminiſtred to W tha 
them : He ſhewed them the nature, uſe, W not 
and end thereof, he waſhed their feet; An wit 
embleme of that preparative cleanfing by 
faith and repentance, purifying of the affe | 
ctions; for, ( m rebus humanis poſtea vivi- | 

tur ubique terra calcatur ipſi igitur bumani | 


affect 
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affectus, fine quibus in hac mortalitate now 
vivitur, quaſi pedes ſunt, ubi ex bumanis 
rebus afficimur, as St Auguſtine moralizeth 
it; & quia pedes ultima pars hominis ſunt, 
& debemus per pœnitentiam non ſolum ſumma 
quaß flere peccata, ſed uſque ad ultimas in- 

naſqus conſcientiæ noſtre partes deſcendere, 
intimas quaſqus animi noſtri cogitationes 
excutere, & purgare, (as St. Caption ap- 
pliesit;) but to enable the di 


this duty, a generall exhortation on the 


Miniſters part is proportionable, without 
a particular examination; That Chriſt 
admitted adus to the Communion, is not 
onely the conſonancy of the Fathers, but 
the very pregnant reſult of the Text, Luke 


22. , 14, & 21, though he might look 
with a face of Religion towards the Apo- 
ſtles, yet Chriſt whoſe eye was upon his 
9 , beheld him under the ear; of an 

ypocrite, and yet not excluding bim 
from the Socrament. I ſhould gladly 
learne by what authority or preſident any 
that profeſſeth Religion,and is innocent of 
notorious , and ſcandalous fins that check 
with his profeſſion, can be rejected. 
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Wherein of the firſt 3 againſt 


examination, drawn from the firſt in. 


75 ſtitution in John I zth. Chap. © 


10 Here begins the charge, the firſt Argus. 
ment is from Chriſts example, and may be 


thus laid down. | 


Object. Chriſts example in the firſt inſti- 


tution of this ordinance ought to be our 
rule; But he made no previous examinati · 
on then: Ergo none is required. 
eAnſw. So farre as Jeſus Chriſt may be 


followed by us, we muſt ſtick to his ex- 
ample. In two things it is impoſſible, and 


unlawful for us to follow him, viz. in his 
miraculous works, and in the works of 
his mediation. ; 

In his inſtitutions we may, and muſt fol- 
low the rule and example of Chriſt , his 
example being part of our rule. In theſe 


inſtitutions ſomewhat is eſſential, or ſub- 
ſtantial, ſomewhat circumſtantial. 


In the laſt there is no abſolute neceſſity 
to adhere.” For if neceſſary to adminiſter | 
in all circumſtances, as then the Sacrament F 
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muſt be giyen only at night, or to men 
only; but in thoſe things we may do ſo, 
and we may do otherwiſe, Chriſts example 
muſt be ſtrictly followed in all ſubſtantials; 
and therefore che Apoſtle layes down 1 Cor. 112 
nothing to the Church, but what he had 23. 
received from the Lord. For our part, we 
wiſh men were in this and all Ordinances 
more devoted to the example of Chriſt, tis 
the right way to pure and true worſhip. 
Peter Martyr tells of a woman that was Per. Mart. 
her ſelf deformed, yet conceived very loc. com. 
beautiful children, by daily eying ſome Ps: 3*- 
exact pictures in her Chamber. Chriſts Heb. 1. 3. 
— is the brightneſſe of his Fa- 1 
thers glory) is our faire Image; which 

the more we look unto, the more perfect 
and comely will the Ideas and conceptions 

of our mindes be in divine things. Unto 

the Minor, oy | 

Object. But Chriſt did not examine his 

Diſciples. - | 

- efiſw. How know you that? the E- 

vangeliſt tells you, all that Chriſt did was Job. 20.30. 

not written. For our own part, we know To 

not where to findeit, unleſs on the back. 

fide of ¶ onſt ant ines Donation, or ſome ſuch 

place, as you mention. So that this con- 

cludes not for you: Ar gamentum 4 Scri- 

ptura negative non valet. But you _ | 

| 3 . | e 


(26) : 
He ſhewed the nature, uſe, and ends 
thereof; He waſhes their feet as a prepa - 
rative cleanſing by faith; but to enable the 
diſcharge of this duty, a generall exhot- 
ration on the Miniſters part is proportion 
able without a particular examination. 
This is faid', not proved. It appears 
not to us, that any ſuch thing was intend- 
ed by Chriſts action of waſhing, as is af- 
firmed, We are rather ſatisfied on the 
contrary, that no ſpecial type, orembleme 
of Sacramental preparation is intended, 
though it may be ſo applied by thoſe Fa- 
thers allegorically and morally. He that 
builds arguments upon the Fathers allego- 
ries and morals on Scripture, will come off 
weakly in his concluſions. | 
Not to mention that ſome learned men 
ſuppoſe this ſer down, ohn 13th. to be 
done after the Sacrament. It is therefore 
too confidently affirmed, 
— the 88 that Chriſt ſhewes the na- 
2. Vol. in loc. lobe, ture, uſe and end of the Sa- 
rr. NN crament. That which our 
Saviour eſpecially com- 
mends to his Diſciples, is humility , which _ 
diſpoſeth to every ordinance, and to the 
whole life of a Believer, © If ye kyow theſe 
things, happy are ye if ye do them, that is, 
theſe things of humility, as from the co- 
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herence is evident: Hearken but to theſe 
words, I haue given you an example; what 
of Sacramental preparation? No, But 
i that je. ſbołuld de as I have done, that is, waſ 
eine ancthers fert , namely be bumble; lo- 
ving , condeſcending; the myſterie of this 
action was to be revealed hereafter, as 
verſe 7. Therefore not of 
obvious concernment- to 


, Tt was an example of bu- 
their paration. See 


mility, as the plaine words 


more, ohn 13. v. 12,13, 
14, 15416, 17. Who will 
believe that theſe words, 
waſh one anothers feet, lig- 
nifie, Examine your ſelves. 


of Chrift are; although by I 
occafion of that example, o- 
ther Doctrine was inferred 


of our ſpiricual waſhing ly 


Chriſt, once wholly unto re- 
eneration, and daily of our 


Again, you ſay , Chriſts , ſor our dag rran/greſſ= 
waſhing is anſwered by Pe. Fulke onthe Rhemiſh | 
the Miniſters exhortations, Oloſſe, on Joh. 1 3. p. 164. 


(and why not by their ex- 
agamining as well?) whereas we thinke that 
10 a leſſon to examine themſelves, would 
have ſtood better, if they had been bid to 
waſh their own feet. The deficiency of 
ſuch general exhortations we ſhall touch 
upon anon. 

Laſtly, what if Chriſt did not examine 
his Diſciples? doth it follow that we may 
not examine ſome, or all in our Aſſemblies? 
Rather in his adminiſtring only unto Di- 

ſciples, he teacheth us to exclude the 
2 | | ; igno- 


5 


oo _ 


ignorant and wicked; theſe (admitted N 


were his choice Diſciples, he had the ſe- 
venty, and ſeveral others beſides; but 
theſe as more infirme were not called, as a 
Learned man obſerves. Beſides, we ex- 
amine none that are taken to be Diſciples; 


but if we ſhould, reall Diſciples will not 
refuſe to ſatisfie the Church, and encou- 


rage weaker Brethren by a voluntary pro- 
Fellion of their ſaith, which is the moſt 


Diſciples are put unto, Inſhort , Chriſt. 
had communicated before with thoſe Di- 
ſciples in the Paſſeover, which was the 
ſame in ſubſtance with this inſticution ; 
therefore he needed not examine thoſe 


that were admitted before. 


The moſt zealous Aſſertors of Exami- 
nation preſſe not any to this after their 


firſt, or once admiſſion in a due way. 


ceR, 
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es; 8 FV herein of Judas his receiving the Sa- 
ot By crament, which is the ſecond Ar- 


gument. 


The ſecond Argument in the Paper is F. 11. 
from the ſuppoſed admiſlion of Judas, 
Object. Chriſt admitted adus to the 
Communion , therefore what need of ſuch 
+ otra on | 
eAnſw. When this is diſputed out to 
the laſt, nothing is concluded againſt our 
judgements or practice. The concluſion 
is, that though Chriſt ſaw ↄudas to be an 
hypocrite, yet he admits him. Now 
what followes ? therefore hypocrites may 
be admitted. Who thinks the contrary? 
we are of the ſame minde, we ſpeak of ex- 
cluding profane and es perſons, 
and we are told that an hypocrite was ad- 
mitted. It is not in mens power to ex- 
d. clude hypocrites, or ſecret ſinners, but open. 
This is truly to paint a houſe which bath 
no foundation. Vou muſt not expect from 
us ſuch a preſident as you call for, while 
ic is moſt remote from our thoughts de- 
arre 


; 4 ( 30 ) X = 988 
barre any from Gods Ordinances, who 
profeſſing Religion are ſo innocent intheir 
lives, as you ſpeak. _ | 

Were we of your opinion, we ſhould 
manage this Argument (about Jada) in 
another fort, (vic) Chriſt knew Judas. 
to be a wicked man, yea, a reprobate, and 
yet admitted him; therefore Miniſters 
may not keep back ſuch as they ſee, and 
know to be wicked ones. Thus Mr. Priane, 
and the g᷑raſtiant; and this is plain dealing, 
and the concluſion is directly againſt us. 
But here alſo the argument is weak, and 
will tremble in its arraignment at the barte 
of Reaſon. ol 

As to the admiſſion of ada, we do 

ingenuouſly confeſſe that it is ſomewhat. 

e "7, doubrful to us, whether he did receive ot 

Herven 5, not? but we incline ſtrongly to the nega- 

his Book, tive, It is one of the things that we look 

II. 4. Lat to have our knowledge perfected in hea» - 

Things. p. ven; as whether fephta flew his daughter, 
"44 or conſecrated her to Virginity ? or whe- 

ther Naaman were 2 true Convert, or un- 
ſound? So whether Judas received the Sa- 

crament, or not? yet this example of 7ndas . 
being thought to go farre in this contro- 
verſie, we have ſomewhat heedfully 


of 


ſearched, and weighed , not only the texts 


what is more full in him. 


f Scri b (31) a 

JL . cripture , ut c e aus 

horities Sap ray 2 5 * | 
we do not finde the , 

onſonancy ſpoken of to be ell fre tate of Jade 

: movg the Ancients » but à Domino? abſit, medicus 


ſee ſome of them denyi _— daret venenum: Sa- 


2 2 atem medicus dedit, ſed in- 
8 thers doubting, of J digne accipiendo ev poke 
his receiving. It muſt be, ien accepit, e. 
granted that diverſe of the Auguſtinus i 6. Ttact. 
Fathers vote with this Pa- in Jchan. ä 
per; but theſe are balanced by multitudes 
pf che beſt Moderne Lights, who are of 
another minde ; The Fathers might re- 
ive this from one another , without due 
looking into the Text. They are concei- 

ed to erre in this point, by taking the ſop 
to be the Sacrament , as theſe words of - 
Auſt ine diſcover“. Was the Sop evil which 

as given to Iudæ by our LORD > farre 
be it, A Phyſician doth not give poyſon, 
&c. where he calls the Sacrament the 
Sop; now the Sop was undoubtedly given 
to Judas. * | 

The Ancients denying this conſonancy, AaronsRe4 

are fully and clearly ſet down by Maſter bloſſoming. 
Gilleſpy, to whom we referre the Reader; 45 Y. 
but to ſatisfie them that may not come to 
ſee his Book, we have given a taſte of 


Hilary 
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Hilarius, Hilary one of the Fathers ſpeaks thus ig 
un in Mat. Fogliſh: After which words edu the 
Traitour is diſcovered, without whom tt 
- zor judica- feaſt of taking the Cup, and breaking the 
zur: ſine quo bread was performed, for he was not wors 
s. thy of the fellowſhip of the eternal Sacra: 
| ment ; nor could he drink with him here, 
See Theo. who was not to drink in Heaven. Anorhet 
in 26. ch. of the Fathers is I heopbilatt: But fc e 
4 of 1 ſay, faith he, that Chriſt gave the Sacts- 
F 37” ke 14, ment to his Diſciples when Indaz was gone 
p. 53. gui forth, we have found this in two plz & 
don dicunt of him, That which leflens his teſtimony 
% is, that it is only Qidam dicunt, ſomt 
fay; yet note, | 
I. If ſome (then) ſaid ſo, the conſo : 
nancy then falls. | 3 
2. Let it be noted, what he inferres in 
that place of Aatthew: Therefore mult 
we (faith he) do the like, and put off evi 
men from the Sacrament. Now this ſhewy/ 
how much Theoph;laB valued this ( 
dam dicunt) whoſoever they were , be. 
. Judges them worthy of credit, by making 
Chriſts practice, according to their inter- 
pretation, a rule unto Believers. Doubt 
leſſe therefore theſe (ſome men) were 
godly and eminent Divines in, or about 
. TheophilaT; time; we have conſidered oy 1 
a aut ho- 


. 


| 
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authority the more, becauſe the Author 
in our hands. 11 
Others we have tranſcribed onely upon 
he forenamed Authors authority, ang 
ven his references; Clemens faith , But Clemens, 
yen he had delivered to us the Anti- 1b. 5. con- 
pe, myſteries of · his precious body and tit. Apoſt. 
lood, Jada not being preſent. Chriſt 5.5 
faich another) doth caſt out, ſeparate, cy i hi 
r excommunicate moſt juſtly Judas, who Comment. | 
ad not holily ſupped with him, (viz. in 1h Dio- 
common or Paſchal ſupper) for having w As 


iven'to him of a myſticall bread or cup, Ege fe 


hat is, of the Paſſeover, he gave the my- 3. „rt. 3. 


ries to the Diſciples alone, after he Sed. x, 
rent forth, + + ! 5 ; ; 
It is manifeſt that Idas went firft out, Innocent 
ore Chriſt adminiſtred the Sacrament ow F a 70 
ſaith another). We have examined ſome Ae 
ff theſe by our own books, and finde them * 
ruly cited, ghe others muſt reſt upon che 
orenamed Muthours credit. 28 
As to our latter, and moderne men, the 
moſt eminent Writers oppoſe the opinion 
df Judas his receiving, at leaſt leave it 
doubtful. kf: | 
Their opinion ſeems to be certaine,who 
deny /#das to be preſent at the holy Sup- 
der, ſaith renouned Beza in John 13. It 
s no doubt to me ſaith Muſculus; We 
D have 


NT „ 
H. 24. have (et a full Jury in the 3 . 
this. ned men, hardly to be matched,who:wauld 
, Muſculss, not erre with fuch as theſe are? And yet 
Dana. theſe are not all, we could name more, yet 
Piſcator. double to this number, beſides | 
Diedati. ed Dapiſts not a few, Now  judj 
es: what the conſonancy is worth, which 
—.— ſpoken of in the Paper: The Reader u 
Theſe wo ſee we are not behinde for humane auth 
baue writ: rities. But if the authorities of men faik 
2 proſeſ- to determine , yet the Text (he ſaith) i 
— pregnant, What Text? Lak. 22 14. Bu 
Gilleſpy. is this the only Text to be eyed in this con 
Scharpius , troverſie ? He that reads Jobn 13.30.ſhal 
finde a Text more pregnantly proving tht 
direct contrary, Theſe Terts do not cos 
tradict one another, ( thou that readeſ 
beware of that inference.) It is our dark 
neſſe of minde, which doth hinder 
reſolution in theſe matters. i 
Althongh we cannot laggely diſputt 
theſe Texts, yet we will ſtaty the helps 
ſuch as defire light in this point. Thi 
whith makes the point doubtful, we takt 
to be the number of the Suppers, whit 
were about one and the ſame time. Som 
maketheſe to be three, others but two, vi 
the typical, and the fenchariſtical. It i 
probable that there was a third, (vic) l 
common Supper. The order of theſe Sup” 


. 


| „ 7 
is alſo controverted. , By the grant of 
Il, Jadas was preſent at one of theſe, 
or he -_ down with the twelve, ſome 6 
at the common Supper only, as learn- ,, 
i Gilleſpy; others, at both the common * 5 > 
upper, and at the Paſſeover, but not at the 
oly Supper. Now 7«das might be preſent 1 
t one, or both the former, and yet ſlinke 1 B. D. 
way, (as the word of a learned Divine is) p. 215. 
ween the common Supper and the 
aſſeo ver, or between the Paſſeover and 
e Sacrament. | 
As to that Text of Luke 22. Divinesdo 
ore a tranſpoſition, that is, ſetting down 
hat laſt, which was done firſt , or be- 
A thing not ſtrange, being found in o- 
her places of Scripture. As in Gene ſis the | 
kcond Chapter. You have ſet down af- 3 | 
er the ſixth day, what was done before. b. by "I 
he reaſons and authorities to be brought wig; c. 13. 
or this, are many; That Lale after the See alſo 
up, ſpeaks of the Traitour, may be un- Be. 
od by recapitulation (faith one.) reg 
he reaſons are theſ. 1 
1. Becauſe Matthew and Mark put that 
before the inſtitution, which Luke puts af- 
ter. See Lake 23. v. 21, 22,23. compar- 
ed with Math, 26 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,26. 
1 2 ver /. 


tocum. 


Diodat- in Another more fully we may gather from) 


(36) 
455 and Mark 14, 18. fo that here are 
two to one. 5 

2. Luke himſelf puts the taking of the 
Cup before the breaking of the bread, ak 
— doubtleſſe it was after. 

3. The note of the laſt Tranſlaters of th 
Bible is alſo conſiderable, who at the 210 5 
ſet a note of theirs « ) ſhewing tl 
there begins another matter, — 
not a continued Hiſtory orderly. ſet } 
down. 

4. Nordoth Lale ſay, chat Chriſt fpake 
the words after the Sacrament, = 
ſets them down. 

Now as to that other Text, ob» 130 
which we alledge; It proves ada de 
parted before the Sacrament was received. 
Sanè johannes quiddam ejuſmodi ſnbindicat 
videtur, ſaith H ictor Anti oc ems, cited by 
Mr. Priune. 


; 


hence, that Jadas did not communicate of 
dur Saviours Sacrament: - / , 

The force of this reaſon lies in the word 
(immediately; )what it ſignifies, every En- 
> a knowey, that is, inſtanchy. an 
wich. 

Now this being granted, ax i itis, that 
the Sop was not Sea at the holy Supper, | 


it before; how could ſo remarkable an 
ion as receiving the Sacrament inter- 
ne, and yet 1444: be ſaid to go forth 
Truly, neither truth, nor good Engliſh 
ill ſuffer this; to ſay that immediately ſig- 
ifies a ſnort time, is a miſerable ſhifr, and 


fore in abuſe of the word. Therefore learned 

ſet Perrard upon ſecond and better thoughts See Ger. 
fetracted that gloſſe, and he is a good Har. c. 171. 

pake preſident for others to follow. 43 

only WW - He that defires more may conſult learn · Scharpius, 

ad Scharpias and others, he by foure ar- u cu th. 

13, Numents proves that Judas was not preſent, ?“ 1431. 

de nd alſo anſwers the Objection from Luke 

ved. 22. One of his arguments is this: 

, With whom Chriſt dran in the Sacra- Acterſol, 

ment, with them in the Kingdome of his 055 2 
Father: But not with Iadas there; There- f. 486. 


fore not in the Supper. 


— 


It is alſo conſiderable to obſerve the dif- 
ferent manner of Chriſts ſpeaking, ſome- 
time without exception ; and ſometime 
with it. When Iaudas was pteſent, with 
exception Jabs 13. v. 10, 1, 18. af- % ou, 
terward without exception, moſt ſweetly; Engliſo 

and gerierally, Matth. 25. 29. Luk. 22. Divines in 
28, 29; 30. Set Tobs 13. After Judas go-ibeir Lge 
ing out, how his ſpeech” vaties; If Tad . 
were preſent, then theſe: ſpeeches ' muſt „ 16 

| D3 be place, 


8 _—_ — 3 
Poon ma 


1 a 


2 Laſtly, ſhould it be granted that 7 
| win, bnd. Judas, as one ſayes well, is but a bad port- 


be applied to him, which may not be 
granted. eAmbroſe and Gerrard expound) 
theſe * 5 ny (That whic dh | 
doeft, wickly,) as a caſting out of 1 
rag As if de had ſaid, po dwg 
from the company of my Apoſtles, and 
out of my ſight. Now theſe words wert 
ſpoken before the Sacrament. 5 ul 


by did receive, yet much were not opined 


. er to let in men to the Sacrament. There 
was nothing in him diſcernable (by men) 
contrary to his profe ſſion. I here wa 
no viſible cauſe. for his excluſion. The 
Apoſtles thougbt as well of bim as of 
themſelves, and did not ſo much as ſuſpect 
bim; though he were known to Chriſt 
as God. But Chriſt in bir Ordinance dealt 
as man (miniſterially) as a Pattern to us, 
who are to admit viſible Diſciples, not be- 
ing able to deſcend intotheir hearts When | 
the woman taken in adultery was brought : 
before Chriſt, he dealt as à man, called 
for her accuſers, and when none came, 
diſmiſſed ber; and yet he knew her (as 
God) to be guilty, and thetefore ſayes, 
Fo, and ſin no more; Unleſſe Chriſt as a 
Miniſter had known ados to be a Re- 
obate, what reaſon had he to W 
Th a © | . im? 


Wo 


* 


(30) | 
him? Now let the Reader judge, what 
life is left in this Argument about Indas bis 
receiving, which is found and proved to 
— feeble in its conſequence; and ante- 


4 
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| 5 The ſfis Section of ile Paper. 


HE Canon — and dis The ffth 
reecting the due adminiftration;and Selin of 
receiving af the Euchatiſt is, 1 Cor, he Poet. 
Tt. We rannat with Frrtulliam ad ore 
the fulneſſe vf Scripturr, ualeſſe we 
| yield ic to be a petfect rule of faith and 
| manners, . be if it be defici- 
entin any chinꝑ neceiſary to be done, or be- 
lieved, eſpecially in ſuch places, whefe it 
purpoſely handleth thiags ofthat concern · 
ment; and therefore here (and only here) 
an argument ab author it ate negative hold- 
eth good. But in that Chapter I finde a 
precept, Let a man examine himſelf; none, 
that he ſhould neceſſarily paſſe the exami- 
nation of his Paſtor, Between: the proper 


.* Wi andrinus accounted every mans conſci- 


(40) 
examination of himſelf , and eating , and 


other, baut every man himſelf, ma 
the jud gement private, and the eryal with-- 
out witneſſes. ' Pareus ſtrikes in uniſong 
with that ancient Father: The A 
ſaith not, The Prieſt ſhal examine;or prove 
them, but every man himſelf. So doth 
Sarcerinj\,' He commands not that one 

ſhould be approved to another; but each 

one to himſelf, as long before Clement As \ 


drinking; no other thing intervenes, au 8 
therefore this very Commentary is made 
upon that Text by pathetical C nloſtome: * 
He doth not bid one man to examine an. 77 


ence to be hisbeſt dicetorinalid eaſe 4.1. 
Stroma. By what authority then can he 
be rejected that hath examined bimſelff 
And to ſuſpect that anyhave not examined 
themſelves, that ſhall profeſſe to be \þ 
done ſo, without pregnart — we 
the comrary' rap Sogn it K | 
with that charity that _ Al res 
and N v. not? 21. ip 


Sect, 


Lan) 


— 


SECT. XII. 


ee F 4 third Argument fro 
1 Cor. 11. 28. Let 4 man FRA 


himſelf.» 


The third nd lies in the fifth Pas F. 12. 
ragraph, and is another beaten Objection 2 
from 1 Cor. II. 28. This hath two ſup | 
porters: | 

1. That it is 5. the very Canon for the 
Sacrament. 

2. The fulneſſe of the Scripture. 
We ſanſwer, There is a ewofold fulneſs Anſug 
of the Scripture: 

In its parts, ard in the whole. ;Therei is 
a fulneſlc e in every part, in every phraſe 
and ſentence. The 1malleſt filing of this 
wedge is pure gold. Mountaines of mat- 
ter hang upon the ſmalleſt ſyſlable, as the 
Jewes uſe to ſpeak; ſo in the whole. The 
whole is a full rule of faith.” Now ſo far 
we agree, but that all of any matter is 
contained in any one place, (which is 
here ſuppoſed) will be hard to prove. We 
are not wanting to the due reſpe& of Scri⸗ 
dende, while we hold the whole to be t 

| mo 


I 


cht Rock, (ab authoritate Striptur ne 


— 4 i 


their authority, while the Scripture ſtands 


— 


- That the Apoſtle doth purpoſely handle 
place, we freely grant; but that — 


— rr 
q a. 


| (42) 
moſt compleat rule of faith and manners, 
That which is wanting in one place, is f.. 
ſupplied in another. It hach been the ill Ch 
hap (if I may To ſpeak) of all the Argu- 
ments hitherto alleadged , to daſh upon the 


garive,) which makes them afl defictentin 
for a firme and full rule to all the godly. 


the Doctrine of the Sacrameat in 


can be neceſſary about the practice of it, 
which is not there expreſt , we ſee no rea- 
fon to yield. We are ſure there is that be 
elſewhere which is not there, and we pr 
hope all is neceſſary that is revealed. For 
redundancy is a blemiſhthe word is as free ¶ th 
of, as it is of defect. Beſides, reaſons may be 
be given, why no mention there, and then 


a - 
1. Becauſe thoſe ſpoken unto, name 
the Corinthians were before , and newly | & 


admitted into Church-fellowſhip, by pro- 
feſſion of their faith, and therefore need by 
ed not to be called to this again. Where: 
as ours are borne in a Church, where hath Y 
been a long negle& of true Diſcipline and it 
where an unfitneſſe in many is — 0 
9 a I 5 ih, y 


— 


r 


cc 


(43) 
by all that are ingennous. 
2. The A poſtle in this Scripture eyes 
Chriſts performance with his Diſciples, 
where was no need of this examination, 
they being all formerly joyned to Chtiſt, 
and! known of him. You may finde learn- 
ed Zancby the Proteſtant Schoolman (as 
he is deſervedly ſtiled) making, and in 
ſome part reſellng your objection, ſo 
farre, as that this Precept doth not deny 
the inſpection of others. If none of theſe 
were of weight, why may not the exami- 
nation of Paſtors and Church-Officers 


well ſtand with chat of a mans ſelf? Theſe 


being not contrary, but lubordinate, the 
Precept is not excluſive. It is not, Let 4 
man examine himſelf only: Small hopes of 
that manz ſelf-etamining , who cannot 
bear the friendly tryal of his Miniſter. 
It is meant (as S anchy well) of ſecret 
ſins, (we may adde, and of ſincetity of 
graces) which men cannot ſee in others. 
But our examination is forthe ſatisfa - 
ction, and honour of the Church, and is 
of chat which may be known and judged 
by others: Mens own is for the reformati- 
on, and comfort of their own conſciences. 
We believe that thoſe Miniſters that hold 
it neceſſary, (as the caſe now ſtands with 
our Congregations) to examine others, 
: are 


| (44) "a | 
are yet little behinde their Opponents in 


earneſt preſſing upon mens conſciences 


the examination of themſelves, charging 


ſuch as they deal with, not to reſt on the 
trial and approbation of others, but to 
approve themſelves to God in the ſearch- 
ing, and judging of themſelves. 


Laſtly, becauſe the Scripture ſtands for 
ſuch a fulneſſe in that ſingle Scripture, as to 
leave out no one neceſſary thing: Let us | 
aske whether a godly Communicant de 
bound to no other duty, beſides what is 


there particulatly expreſt? We hope pray- 


er at leaſt, and ſundry other duties, which 
are not mentioned, may yet be regarded 
and practiſed, and have their warrant elſe- 


where. Some Fathers and others do gloſſe 


theſe words, as is ſaid in the Paper, but 
not in that ſenſe. 4 


Their minde was, and ſo is ours, that 
men ſhould not buſie themſelves about o- 
thers , neglecting their own condition, | 
nor reſt upon other mens opinions of 


them, without diſcerning à difference 
from themſelves formerly, and from o- 


thers at preſent, Chryſoſtome ſpeaks well, 


when rightly taken for private examina- 
tion ſhould bein a ſecret place, (where 


- boy may freely have communion with | 


0d; ) but that which is for ne 
and 


N 


3 . 
and ſatisfaction ot the Church, ſhould 
nevertheleſſe be with witneſſes. 

If Clemens Alexandrinue counted every 
mans conſcience his beſt director, we hope 
he meant this of conſciencious men, not 
of men void of true conſcience, which is 

{ the condition of all ſuch as we willingly 


i ow DUAL o & 


* 


the words alledged, and finde him thus 


prob ent, &Ʒc. that is, Ihe Apoſtle doth not 
ſay, Let the Prieſts examine, or try the 
Communicants; but, Let every one ea 
mine bimſelf ;- to ſhew the Reader, what 
an uniſon this is We muſt freely point at 
a great miſtake, and that in three 
ints. 40! | 
1. Pareus ſpeaks this of Popiſh 
Prieſts, _ . | 
2. Of Auricular canfeſſion. 
3. In the following words he is ours, 
juſtifyingwhar he is alledged againſt: Exa- 
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we by no means condemne, but require. 


nation there commanded, to be eſpecially 


1 
| 


mma publica, vol privata, that is, publick or 525 
private examinations of Communicants p1;vara mi- 
nime im- 
So that however he grants the exami- ? 


of a mans ſelf, which we freely aſſent unto; 
yet 


keep off. Pareu is one brought in to Paeus in 
ſide with the Fathers, unto him we are verba, id 
contented to hearken; We have ſought 45 gs 
parte alte- 


ſpeaking: Non dic it Apoſtolus, S acer doter 15, f. 563. 


Ex nina 
lica, wet 


robamus, 
ed requi- 


ſed 


rimus. 


„„ 
yet he is not againſt chat which we cons | 
tend for. It is here aud elſewhere hinted, 
that our examination is riſen out of the 
aſhes of Auricular confeſſion; but (alas! 
the difference between theſe is caſilyſhew. Wt ful 
ed, and the harſnneſſe of the compari. 
ſon is as evident. N 
1. Examination defended is ſometime 
before the whole ſociety , and never ſo 
private, as is faggeſted : but always befote 
two or three witneſſes at the leaſt, "| 
2. Auricular confeſſion is conſtantly, | 
and continuk}ly renewed , ſo often as the 
Ordinance is made uſe of; this is never but 
once. : 44 
3. Ratione ſubſecki, they areas wide | 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and a Frier or 
Jeſuite. It is not for want of ignorance, 
& ill will to the truth, that examination by 
Church Officers, to finde out mens fitnels 
for viſible communion, is counted by ma- 
ny a point of Popery ; but enough of this. 
Shortly, he that builds upon the alledged 
Text, that no others have to do with 
mens fitneſſe to the Sacrament, becauſe 
a private ſelf. examination about the ſince · 
rity of their graces, to ground a judge · 
ment of faith upon, is commended ;_ or 
that it is againſt charity, to ſuſpend any. | 
man that profeſſeth himſelf prepared ; 
| 
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— he that layes this upon the Text, layes 


i. 


de 
!) 
v. 


neceſſity of previous examination,. When 


more upon it then it will bear, and which 


the Aneients and Moderne approved Au- 


thors will not-own, as we hope more 
fully to prove anon. x 


e ed 
The ſeærh Sediion of the Paper. 
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Energumeni, perſons excommunicate, and 
penitents. and ſuch as lapſed into Hereſie, 
untill they repented, and I ſhould be glad 
to be taught; for ſure it is out of my learn- 
ing, where, or when any others were re- 
jected, but only under this notion and ca- 
pacity. In theſe ancient times I finde 
that mutual reconciliations, and in 
African Churches vigils with prayers, 
and in (urn ſoſtomes times faſtings, and 
ſometimes in ſome places the publick re- 
nouncing in ſome particular hereſies, were 
antecedent to the Synaxis ;, but I finde no 


the 


15 the Primitive Church were excluded The ſixth 


| . Section of 
from the Communion, the Catechvmeni, h Paper. 


- 


| .. MD 
the Church ſaw the benefit of publick con 
feſſions for publick offences, as well for 
the ſubduing of the ſtubbornneſſe of their 
hard hearts, and the improving of their 
deep humiliation ; as for the raiſing up# 

gain by thoſe ſenſible comforts , which 
ey received by the publick prayers of the 
Church, and uſe of the Keyes. Some men 
refleRing bereupon, and finding their con 
ſciences ſmarting for like fins, which be. 
ing ſecretly carried, were not obnoxious 
to the cenſures of the Church, to the end 
they might obtaine like conſolation and 
quiet minde, did voluntarily e 
ſelves to the Churches Diſcipline herein, 
and underwent the burthen of public 
confeſſion and pennance; and to the end 
this publication of ſecret offences might be 
performed in the beſt way, and diſcreeteſt 
manner, ſome prudent Miniſter was firſt 
acquainted therewith, by whoſe direction 
the Delinquent might underſtand what 


ſins were firſt to be brought to the publick ¶ nee 
notice of the Church, and in what man- ip 
ner the penna ; performed eve 
=_ pennance was to be perfo by we 


At firſt ic was left free to the penitent td pet 
chooſe his Ghoſtly Father; but at length MW * 
by the general conſent of the Biſhops it * * 
was ordained, that in every Church one (it 

cer 


ER a 
rtuine diſtreet Miniſter ſhould be ap; 
poinred to receive confeſſions, uncill at 


upon oce 


of the infamy drawn upon 


voman, deffled by a Deacon in that City, 
it was thought fit it ſhould be aboliſhed, 
and liberty ſhould be given to every man 
upon the private examination of his own 
onſcience, to reſort to the holy Commu- 
nion, which doubtleſſe occaſioned Chry- 
oftome the ſucceſſor of NeH#arius to make 
thoſe deliveries of himſelf, which are pre- 
mentioned. The reſult of thoſe premiſes 
is this, that the ancient Church ſometime 
thought it requiſite that confeſſion of pe- 
nitents ſhould precede the Communion, 
but not the examination of all, or any that 
communicated. I ſhall defire that it 
may be deliberately conſidered, 

Firſt, Whether repentance be not as 
neceſſary to worthy receiving, and as prin- 
cipall a part of hat examination which 
every one ought to make of himſelf, as 
— and then as adviſedly to pet - 
pend, _ 

Secondly, Whether there be not as ereat 
TY a reaſon to revive Auricular conteſſion, 
I (ia ſome qualified, and reRified manner} 

E as 


n 


rr rr 


„ — 


> 


lengeh in the time of NMectarius Biſhop op 
„ "(who died, 4». D. 401.) Socrates; = 4 
Hiſt. . . 
the Clergy by the confeſſion of a Gentle- c. 1 


(59)) 
as to introduce a particular examination, 
eſpecially ſinoe the Church of Rome aſſerts, 

Greg, Va- — — it upon this ſame principle, 
w 


ae. ich theſe men do their precedaneom 


8 4 


8. examination, (vic. ) becauſe. it is the dy- 
pun#- 3. ty of the Prieſt to repell unworthy, and ti 
bug. 43. admit the worthy, which is beſt done up- 

on the knowledge of the penitents eſta 
in confeſſion. mY my 
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us Bo r. XIII. | 
herein of the practice f Antiquity 
aration for, and extluſion : 


C70 or $1 
in pr 
110 9228 / 
+ 43 
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om the Lord: Supper. 


In the ſixth Paragraph he paſſeth from LI 
Seripture-Argument to Antiquity, which 7,, þaent 
diſcourſe is continued in the ſeventh and ſacres lite- 
eighth Sections: In this a line is drawn 745. haben 
from the Primitive Church , down to the {77"4ſ*40- 
time of Cbryſeſtom-, or rather a circle a- ——— 
bout that age nie lived in. In whoſe time de, Pures, 
the yoke of Auricular confeſſion was brok- Juel. Apot- 
en, and fiberty granted to every man to P. 114. 
reſort to the Communion upon the private 
examination of his own conſcience. We 

ſhall now make triall of the ſtrengthſof 

this alſo, where we finde ſome things 

vielded, others affirmed, and ſuppoſed, 
all which we will conſjder. We might 
bere ſhew many reaſonb againſt buildih 
too much on the Fathers and Antiquity; 

this objection being taiſed upon th : 
chereof, and taken not for Scripture- Ah 
J riquicy, but upon humane gcronmt, of Pz 


| (520 
Sidbeandus therss and Councels. It is received among | 
Lubertus, all Orthodox Divines, that the Books 


dogm. p. 7. principle of Chriſtian belief. The Fa- 
thers have their errours, ſometimes they 
agree in miftakes, and another while are 
divided in truths. It is the faying of an 
L. Veru- eminent man, (They that teverence old 
lam Eſſei, times too much, are a ſcorne to the new,) 
p. 14% in his Eſſay on Innovation, whereon by 
ſome paſſages in the firſt Sectiou of che 
Paper ſent, we conjecture the Authors | 
eye to have been. 7uſtine Martyr refers © 
the opinion of the Chiliaſt, (which hatk 


—_ — 


— 2 


Irene us ſayes, that he had by traditiom 
that Jeſus Chriſt lived fifty years on earth 
| which is falſe. ing #1 ait 
0 Lab. It is the manner of the Fathers, ( ſaith | 
EO p. * our Author) when they would commend 
dog.p.130.4 dug not knowing its Original, to refer 
it to the Apoſtles, and Primitive Chureh 
In the three firſt ages, or centuries of the 
Fathers, the Learned are perple 


xed with 
ſpurious works; ſo that there is great un- 
certainty as to the Fathers and ſtate bf 
the Primitive Church, as it is reported 

Writers. Beſides, the Primitive Chu 
is ſtretched ſomewhat too farre, when it 


is brought down 3 
— 


been taken for an errour,) to the Apoſtles 
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| (53) 
(who lived in the fourch Century) when 
in the judgement of ſome. it rot he not 
beyond the Apoſtles dayes, or but to the 
third Cemnry: We wonder moſt at this, 
that devout Chry/oftome is brought in fot 
this ſuggeſted liberty. Let the Reader con- 


ſult him, eſpecially on Maib. Hom. 38. Cbeyſoſt. 
toward the end of the Homily; and if he Hon. 28. 
finde not (lr yſoſtome of another minde, Mar. p. 98 


we are deceived. We ſhall ſet down his 
words hereafter: But what if ſuch a thing 
de concluded on, will it therefore be a 
truth not to be gainſaid? No, the con- 
ſent of Biſhops is not alwayes ſo autben- 
tick. Here again Auricular confeſſion is 
made our patterne, and ſo preſented, as 
to caſt an odium upon the Miniſters, and 
their actings in this buſineſſe. What elſe 


that ſtory of uncleanneſſe ſerves for, we 


know not. | 

As to the Queries, and demands in the 
end of the Section, we anſwer, | 
- 1; Repentance is as neceſſary as know- 
ledpe, and is à part of examination, or 
rather examination is a part, or act of re- 
pentance. 1 | 
2. That private confeſſion in a right 
and rectiſied manner, hath never been to- 
rally diſuſed; the private nnburthening of 
grieved ſoules into the boſome of ſome 
| E 3 Chci- 


home to this. day. 
We hope that the Authovr may ſee in 
time, that the Miniſters principles in their 


ſeparation, and examination ate not Ros | 


miſn: We abhorre the Church of Rome 


rotten Principles; We abhorre her, her | 
wayes, and. friends, Some of her Prin- 
ciples may be good, yet then her inſe | 
ences are baſe... Theſe men pointed at in N 
the Paper do undertake to ſne, that ay | 
they diſlike not that Chriſtian refuge of ; 
private confeſſion, which is the very ward | 
and will of God: So they can maintains 
their courſe. of examination without uſe 


of the Philiſtines forge, nor do they in: 
troduce anything: only they deſicerhat all 
whether publick or private duties to God 
or the Churches bagonr , ay de on 
held. 
We come next to ke what is ou 
duced from Antiquity, and yielded in this 
Controverlie;z as alſo to ſee, whether this 
be for the Paper, or againſt it. A ſmattey 
rer in Antiquity may know. thatthe 
cients rejected. and ſuſpended divers ſorts 


of men under ſundry confiderarions:, and | 


that they were exceeding Cautelous 
about admiſſion to this Ordinance 0 9 
- print 


| (549) 
Chriſtian friend, Miniſter or other in ſomy | 
difficult caſes, bath been, and is 1 
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(55) 
print whereof i is to be ſeen in the common 
Rice of our Aſſemblies. Such orders, 
or diſtinctions of men as are named, may 
be found; ſome” make three; ſome foure 
ſorts of theſe, as ( chant, Ener. = 
mens, & c: All which formes were in order 
to a holy Communion, that perſons i igno- 
rant an unfit might be kept off, 
- Firſt, The Catechwnen; were ſuch as the 
Church 'nuttiited in the fundamentals of 
Religion, ng unbaptized, the children 
(is we ſuppoſe ans. 
The bes e — fort of men poſ- 
ſeſſed of Satari ,, or men excommunic ate; P.Ma 
as Peter Marty» * thinks, becauſe ſuch le. ce 
were-delivered'unto Satan, Encrgumeni, 855 835, 
ab energia, av others, ftom an 3 la- 2 
bouring under Satan, +** 
Wbat the penitents were. is more caſily 1 
known by the ſound of the Word. namely inverts * 
ſuch as became ſcandalous by their man · borant per- 
ners, or Opitiions. No chat ſuch as theſe vexrzoncm 
ate mentibned in ancient Writers is grants nen 1 
ed; nor ist neceſſary we ſhould a ſſigne Aids 5 
other qualifitations, when theſe diſtincti- Lex. Th, 
Ins in Antiq;uity were it order to a more p. 282, 
ber ae (which is our end) that 
ons- ignorant and unfit might be kept 
bad Such 9 —— of 
E4 . thele 


in p.4. 


56) 
theſe times do A cheic courſes 
fully about n- penitents, —— 
on — Fae 4 
1. were admitted to the c5 
the Church 
2. To lie down inthe Charcheporch..; 
7 To hearing of the Word, bur no 
— ay at prayers. 


ext to ſee the Sacrament, not e. 
— ull they were ſufficiently hum 


bled. 


then againſt us. 


Let us take 4 little more — is grants 
ed ; The Primitive Church (ſayes the Fay 


) ſaw the uſe of publick confeſſion; 
ow our examination is little more or o- 
ther The admiſſion of very many of out 
members, was only by publick confeſſion, 
and that ſome. others have done the ſame 


thing more privately, before two or three 


witneſſes, this hath been ont of gur ten 


derneſſe, and condeſcenſion to their baſhe | 
fulneſſe; Otherwiſe we think the 2 


Theſe things without doubt had 35 | 
uſe, and do ſhame the ordinary Adouni» | 
ſtrations in our Pariſhes, where no ſuch | 
ber Even. things are thoughc om, but ( all to che 
gel. Com. Sactament) is che plea and acticſe. 
in Epi, Thus farre Antiquity is for us, rathet 
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cleat — of. Ents 
ling (now) for more pure neſſe *. — 
own wayes, and in the Churches, and 
the times now being more enlightened, and 
diſcerning. godly men then ſubmitted to 
Churches diſcipline, why are ſuch as 
would be ſcſtzemed averſe nom 7 Ibat 
the prachce of publick conteſfon ar firſt 
pure, did — became corrupt by 
the work) of: Anticboſt , this is co be 


the. al apparel 
the Se ess cg ee the laddle, or 
rather brid . >: wt luſts. It ſeems 
to w the authorities urged ſhoold con- 
ſtrain men, we; ſpeak (to the bettet ſort 
% todo ſomeuhat qui valent 
to what A ee rather chen to 
Nickle againſt rha day of ſmall things. It 
us % gebeten (we 
converſe with) ſuch paſſages as thaſe, gan- 
45 Sex, Holy things to holy men, 


which 


can Miniſters, _ 
e 2 1 


(8) 
which was pronounced by the Deaconbe- | 
fore the adminiftration- of the Lords Supe 
per; Bar rebranded tlieir purity'rhis 
Heathens to 5 ; 
3 2 5 got you t re ee n 
e . - Tee by vb ee beende be the Andi 
leck. c. 1. ents requj :45mhuct;*brmorerhefv | 
and the are cenſured by one for g 
ing 8 — whideif ſothi 
differenee he in — ormality —— 


ings? a In empor will take 
Wel lie inn durch 


on witty — two teſti , by- whidf 

the Reader may ſee oft En 
of the Ancients tothe 

band, namely about denden of 

— The) d Lords Table eke ws * 


dale it (faith one) * 
to wee and man, not only for them thit 


were*deflled' with lefler ſins, but if bit 


under a Hod of — to 2 
Euchariſt; and they 


for abſbl /d 7 Gi 

If not: odor ugh 

— 4 actat ANI 
mittelt "UW fellotve 825 full wy 


( 


be wiſhed, I ——— not ſuffer 


theſe things 
of the — 


coberdone(ſpea- 


unfit) rather Will give my life, 


and poure out my own blood. 

1 had ad moniſhed Mi- 
niſters not to deliver the Eu- 
chaxiſt, to the unworthy, - 


any general, if the Con- 


forbid and reſtrain him, thou 
How round are theſe words ? 
Let us therefore keep off all 


(abſolutely ) that we ſee to 
come unworthily. No ſmall 


in any ſinne; 
ſoul, 


and holy, then ſo to ſpeak. 
yea, higher language. 


( Uryſoſtome ſpake of notorious known ſin- 


he 
ad des theſe words, if therefore 


haſt greater authority chen he. 


me m x 


2 25. 


entior — 2 icrque — 
ing 


ferri ratio, ( 
- ofthe tri! 
Ancients)» quam que 
ex reveentia ac Reli- 
gone petitur; qui ad- 


ofthe 


verſus Sanfam Encha- 


l ri ſtiam ferebantur; de · 
ſul himſelf, if one that weares 
the Crown come unworthily, 


le De 
2 ſatin 


 exiſtimabans bominem 
vel leviſſims nuculi in- 


quinatum „ 4c macule 
nebulã offenſum ad Eu- 
chariſtiam accedere, &tc. 


puniſhment hangs over our heads, if we 
ſuffer any to come that we know to live 
He doth not ſay, ifhe will 
not ſubmit to tryall, you are free; and 
if,,yau exhort, you have freed your own 
No, his principles were more ſtrict, 


His blood 


will be required of thy hands : This is other, See Chry- 
If it be ſaid, that ſoſtome & 


arge, 38. 
Hom. on 


ners, and that. ſuch are not pleaded piathem; 


for; 


We muſt anſwer, nor are others p. 98. 


plea d- 


. 


pleaded againſt, — — exclud.| 
— 25 us: A 


* \ 610 


their weak — What is 
of, and done by them, is chiefly — 
courage others; We wiſh we could bit 
"Yee notorious: wicked ones kept off in 
the en obout: us, it would be. 

| Hrs” thoughts in us of the ſpirits of | 
then nom we can have; but we : 

hear of no ſuch: work, rather we W 
1 cory" 25 


i 
1 
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E Küchen was often in theſe 7% event , 
Primitive times ſent to perſons ab- he a4 
| ee <7 It was given to Stran ö 
| orc cone” Ma plvdge or 5 ol 
of ther conſent, and communion in the 
„ where was no 1 1. 


fure beate ende of prec 
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Wherein is replied unto the ſeventh 
Paragraph, about giving the Sacra- 
ment to ſtrangers, and ſending it 
to the abſent; Arguments anf 
E xamination. 


Seading) the Elements to perſons ab» 
ſent, we take to be a corruption, ſmelling 
of rank ſuperſtition z The Paper you ſee — 

etch · — 


— it from Kone; - Prove ic you 
jent > we will m 
hippo wg pre neon bg 
hath been long working ;nhe Ca Irc 
2"Thefſ.z..the F ers m ight be too free, * | 
7- not = Wers prodigality of 
in theſe dayes. Mens io 
»:-.5 x7; baye been without warrant, are 7 
r GH e nor afguments; fu 
"HE rare ers by pl nr $a er 


Shed de an be Aae ky, 
not to 9 5 deal be 
we Ts door, may be 2 * 
do Heaven eons Jeſus Chriſt. - 
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pherinus Biſhop of Rams about A. D. 300. 
ordained that generally every) one 
fatew cc ſſas, (which was about 
or 16. your ſvould communicate, once 
year. 
thrice; ſo did che e gabenſe Councel. 
This decree is bound under the name of 
the Apoſtles Canons, Can. 10. Which 


though I am not ignorant, are not rightly .. 


fathered upon them; yet axe ancient, and 


not contemptible. As many of the faith - 
full as come into the Church, and hear tbe 
Scriptures, but continue not out the pray 


ers, nor receive the holy Communion; 
let them be put from the Communion of 
the Church, as men that work the breach 
wh order, 'And itis noted in the Margent 
n the ſame Canons: In old time all 
: at were preſent did communicate. — 
2 conlo- 


11 burg. 
„that they ſnould do i i | 


generally « comme The 
nicated daily, which St. Hierom faith, The is 


he neither approves,: nor reprehends, Ze- the the Paper 
Iren. cent. 
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8484 the Councel of Antioch 
of God, and dear the ipturez 
and refuſe the SEL : Lords $ 
crament, let chem be put e Church; 
Hom. — 4 ad In A e ae, L 
Altar, — — will participate. 
If chou ſtand —— con not = 


the urt wicked, thou 

ik IT : roots I woods nop end 
co participate, but to be 
ets. Thou wile ſay, I and 

take of the tioly qr 

| = be partaker ofthe prayets} 
by thoſe chir 3 

by Hymns Ct doth the Holy Ghoſt de 

you that are under pennancey de- 


a an Ne that partakes not, is a pe. 
on — nitent. We can, faith - Argue, 46 
zenr. ſuper pell no than from the Communion; but 
d, one that by his own confeſſion, and the 
I Cor, ſ-* ſentence of the Eccleſiaſtical, or — 
an _— 2 dicatory ſhall be accuſed, or convi 
of ſome crime. And in another place, 
(which Gratian cites) under the name — 
St Hilar >" cf Kong conſecrat. diff. 2. 4 fo, 500 
tant a,) Only for theſe iris that deſerve e 
communication, may a man be driven from | 
the Communion, Ep. 1. r. 3. 
And the School * it bach any e 


— 
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left it) doth generally hold, as alſo the 
Caſuiſts , (and beſides many rea- 
ſons, they cite the authority of Saint 
Auguſtine to abet their opinion) that the 
Communion is not to be denied to a ſe- 
cret ſinner, that is not notorious, if he 
deſire it, leſt he be thereby defamed. 
Let it now be corilidered, whether there 
can be any conformity between the An- 
cient Church, and theſe men, that are 
as careful, and as earneſt to exclude men 
from the Sacrament , as the Ancients 
were to bring them to it. Now men 
1154 by, and would, but are not ſuffer- 
ed to communicate; where then, and 
upon whom ſhall we lay Chry/oftomes 
ſtigme of wicked, ſhameleſle, and im- 
pudent> If the Paſtor ſhall ſay of 
his flock, as it ſeemes ſome of Chryſo- 
ſomes auditours ſaid of themſelves , they 
are _unworthy , the ſame Father will 
pive the Paſtor the ſame anſwer which 
e did his own flock, they are then 
unworthy to be partakers of the pray- 
ers; and the Councel of Antioch addes, 
unworthy to heate the holy Scriptures. 
If they are not under pennance, they 
are not in that Fathers judgement 
to be rejected. And I would have 
it laid to heart in a ſerious conſidera- 
tion, 


1 : 
tion, that ſeeing the Word is the ſayour! 
of death unto death unto ſome, as well 
as he cates and drinks his damnation 
that eates and drinks unworthily ; why | 
there ſnould not be as great a neceſlity 

to examine men of their prepars- Wh 
tion and fitneſſe in order to the hear q 
ing of the Word, as to the receiving of W -/#: 
the Sacrament; eſpecially ſeeing tha M 4 
precept of not caſting pearles before | 
iwine, or giving holy things to dog, H 
| (which ſome alledge to juſtifie this Or Sect 
conomy of excluding from the Sac 1. 
ment ſuch as they ſuſpect unworthy) ¶ an a 
firſt and principally intended of preach : of 1c 
ing of the Word. | 
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Wherein other Arguments from Anti- 
Juity are anſwered, and the vote of 


the Schogolmen produced for the 
defendants. T 


Here are more lines then in the former 
Section, but little that preſſeth us. 

1. What if they received often>this was 
an argument of their faith, and ſtrength 
of love to Chriſt in thoſe dayes; we like 
their daily receiving better then their ge- 
neral, unleſſe the times were much bet- 
ter then ours. It may be oft, and yet not 
ſo oft. There is no neceſſity, nor hardly 
fitneſſe in this daily receiving. | 

1. How ſhall the Church come to- 
gether? | 

2. What ſhall become of their cal- 
ling ? ; 

3. What time of preparation ? 

This often receiving touches not us, 

but checks thoſe that while they diſlike 


us, do content themſelves with receiving 


it once, or twice a yeare , if they make 
it not an Eaſter-formality alone. 
F 2 2. What 


F. 15. 
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2, What if they received at fifteen or 
fixteen years oldꝰ fo they be godly young 
ones, we ſee no fault in that neither, 
we bave had Tome taken in among us a- 

W in dne 
3- od IR were deerecd that all pro 
ſeat at the Word ſhould communicate; 
this might well be, if füch as were under 
cenſure, or obnoxious to it were-excepted. | 
We alſo beleeve that ſuch as belong to | 

a reformed and orderly: Church, cannot | 
without . offence, unleſſe the | cauſebe 

ſnewn, go away from the Euabariſt, (bs | 

ving been preſent at the Word) when it 
is adminiſtred. All this/while theſe men 
are no enemies to Antiquity, While we 
are conſidering theſe authorities, we ſee 
more confuſion then variety; How agrees 
that note upon the Margent of the Ca. 
nons? | In old time all did communicate 
yea all that hear the Word, by the appoint 

ment of the Councel of Antioch, and 19 

difference between preſence at the 

Churches prayers , and at her breaking of 

bread. | 

This was in old time, and truly unleſſe 

the thimes were holier then ours nov 

are, they were old dark times when ſuch 
things were praQiſed. Thus the former 

authorities, But the following teſtimo · 
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60 
e Fc Tl reſtrzint upon 
inance which is the true account 
quity, ais confeſſed 15 the pa 
190 hath been demonſtrated by us. 22 
as cleare as the light at nooti-day „that 
all under the Word were not 'to 
come to the Lords Table, though this 
be che mine, arid deſtre öf moſt in 
thoſe dayes: and that which coinmonly 
ies in the deck, where txamindtion; ant 
ſuch like diſtinguiſhing coutſes were op- g/ 1 
—.— All to the Sacrament, being (48 Goodwin, 
«god zodly man ſpeaks) the £ great der 
2 , with Abo rhe little Da. 2: 
1 of this age are encountring; As little Ameſſard 
weight has that ceſtimony , wh ch allows medulla, : 
no cauſe of ſuſpenſion 'froty the Coin * 1 
munion, leſſe then that which deſerves © 
ercommunication; wletrens © the Paper, 
makes the excomminicate but one of Yor . 5 
thoſe ſorts of the excluded, Antiquity hath 


diſtingdiſhed between ſulpenſſon, and ex- 


communication , which are now termed 


the eiter and the leſſer excommunica- 


tion. 


Me come now to ive an acconnit of 


our regard of the Schoolmeh,and of their 
teſpect to us in the preſent debate. We 
ſhall deſire thoſe that have them A P 
conſult them __ the third pa 


F 3 Thomas 
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Thomas. «Aquinas, and to bring us word 
whether they don ot put, it into the hands 
of Miniſters, to deny the Sacrament unto 
all ſuch, as they do j to be ſcandalow } w 
ſinners, or unworthy. perſons. We k. 
have given à taſte of the words of one of o 
theſe. 624 5 8 | 
This diſpenſation or denial of the Sa- n 
crament, is not to be conſidered as a ju. ſ. 


vel negatio dicial or penal act, but as a prudent and b 


Secramemi, faithful adminiſtring; and therefore de. | 
non eſt con- 


ut act io ju- but only upon that jud gement and 


Suren ſee the Schools ſay ſo much, that they 
par. 3. Tho ſay more then we would have them; that 
20m. 3.4iſp. hole Section, and all the Sections of that 


according to the common opinion of 


pends not upon witneſſes. and Natz 
ledge, which in a prudent exiſtimation 
by occurrent circumſtances is judged ſuf- 
ficient, ;that without any offence the 8a. 
crament; may be, and ought to be denied; 


© diſputation tend to the ſame purpoſe. 
The Paſtor muſt more regard the reve- 
rence, or dignity of the Sacrament, then 
the right of the ſinner. In the fixth Se- 
ction are theſe words: A violent ſuſpi- 
cion is enough to deny the Sacrament, 


Divines. Now to prove from the School. 
en, and Caſuiſts, that all but the ſcan- 


AHaldus were admitted, or that ſecret 
| ſin 


ſinners are not to be kept off, is to prove 


nothing at all, for we finde that only Greg,Mag. 
ſuch ought to be excluded, as are ſome Eiſt- lib. 
way ſcandaloys. If it be manifeſt to our . 66. 


knowledge of any man, that he is guilty 
of ſome ungracious fault, let him by our 
authority be deprived of the commu- 
nion of Chriſts body and blood. It is a 
ſad charge which cloſes theſe authorities, 
but being miſapplied, it troubles not us 
much, we leave it to the Reader to judge 
whether there be not more conformi 

between us and Antiquity, then our A 

verſaries can make good of their practice, 
while they make no ſeparation, and ſet 
no bounds or fence againſt profaners. 


Who they be that are ſo careful to repe ll, 


and exclude men, as the Ancients were 
to bring them co the Sacrament, we know 
not. Nor will we too. haſtily reſolve 
where that ſtigme of Chryſeſtome (being 
ſo foule) ſhould reſt;a man may fee (wich 
halfe an eye) where the Paper would fix 
it, nay, where it doth; but no matter, har- 
der words then theſe muſt the ſervants of 
Chriſt bear with joy : With more truth, 
and candor may it be laid at their doors 
that are more careful. and forward to have 


men partake, then to have them worthy 


partakers, as many are; this was not Cbry- 
F 4 [oftome's 
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ſaſtomes minde, we have cauſe to bleſſe 
God for the comfort he hath given us in 
our weak endeavours, to Preſerve the 
dignity of his "Ordinance. Nor have we 
the leaſt touch of guilt , as to our exclu- 
ding ſome, many are worthily excluded, 
ſome ſtand off, and exclude themſelves 
upon ſome poore ptetences. We ſhall 
not beare their guilc at the laſt day. Icis 
not much what men think, mans judge. 
ment is much eaſier borne then Gods, 
There is yet one thing unanſwered in this 
Section, which we are requeſted to conf 


der. It is, Whether it be not as neceſſa 


See Urfini Cateche. 2 

Pareo illuſt. p. 531 
See Rvang. com p 178. 

See Gilleſpy, Aaron: 
Nod. p. 489. 

Canes quidem qui bur 
ſanfum non eſt dandum, 
& porci ante quos mar- 
garit non ſuntt abj ici- 
endæ, Mat. 7. 6. ab iſta 
ſacra menſa abigantur, 
At in quibus ſeria pœ- 
nitenti- ſigus depre- 


henduntur illi nou diu- 


turn remoris, cc. 


Harm Eving. Ger. fol. i 


cap. 66. p. 941. 


7 to 
examine men before they hear 


the Word, as before the ho- 


ly Supper, becanſe the Word 
hath the ſavour of death to 
ſome; and that Scripture (Caf 
not your pearles before ſwine) 
is meant of hearing theWord? 
It ſeemes to us to be below 
reaſon, to ſee no difference be- 
tween other Ordinances and 
the Lords Supper, as to mat- 
of examination. Thoſe words 
(Caſt not your pearli, &c.) may 
extend to hearers of the 
Word, this is not denied; 


but where one applies it ſo, muy 
do 


„ »*» > VO ww Ac. 


ne 
do apply it to the Communion So by A. 
lerander Halenſit, and others of tote, 
Who knows not that diſtinction between 
a emer and confirming . Ordinance? 
— some indeed Have conteſted againſt 
this difference, but with flender ſucceſſe. 
The Word Heathens are capable of. Go, 
preach the Word to evety creature. The 
other is proper to Saints, to comfort, and 
ſtrengthen the begotten, So that there is 
not the ſame reaſon for a precedas 
neous examination in theſe two Ordi- 
nances. 

As to that controverſie, Whether the 
Sacrament may convert (which borders 
upon this opinion?) ſo much is ſaid about 
it by two learned and godly men, as lit- 
tle can be added. One in a vigorous te- Gilleſpy. 6 
ply ro Maſter Prime, by whom (though 
a man free of his pen) no anſwer hath Ph. Good. 
been given. The other is a late, cleare, 
and ſweer diſcourſe. Conſult theſe; we are 
ſailing with a ſide. winde, being not direct- 
ly ingaged by the Paper, to ſpeak our 
thoughts, yer we ſhall ſpare a few words 
to it, Converſion of ſouls is Gods work, 
who is not limired by his own Ordinances, 
but is above them, while we are under 
them; he can without any or by unſancti- 
fied meanes call a foul, We read of one 

con- 


— 


converted by often ſeeing a deaths head in 


a ring, another by a mans falling down 


dead in his ſight ; theſe(you will (ay) are 
not proper, ot ſanftified means. Again, 


by prayer a ſoul may be converted in ſome 


ſenſe, As 

1. Grace may be then given in. 

2. In prayer much of the Goſpel may 
be held out, as to ſinnes guilt, miſery and 
remedy ,-and ſo a foul may be wrought 
upon, this is by prayer, but not as ſuch; 
The ſcope of it being to beg grace, to ſeek 
a bleſſing on the Word, and fan- 
_ Giifie that meanes. Further, a ſoul may be 


. wrought -upon by a Sacrament-Sermon, 


or Sacrament-exhortation, or one may 
be curned from the practice of a particu- 
lar ſin, and may have his converſion cleared 
at ſuch a time, Or thus, the time of te- 
ceiving the Sacrament, may be the time 
of his firſt ſenſible feeling of grace 
wrought, yet all this doth not make it a 
converting Ordinance in an ordinary way, 
ſuch as in faith may be uſed for that end. 


No, Faith comes by bearing, Rom. 10. 17. 


which is meant of preaching , as a diſtin 
Ordinance; ſee ver. 15. But this is more 


then we owe the Paper, which doth not 


affirmeſ in termiuit) that the Lords Supper 
is a converting Ordinance, but only — 
that 
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BER... 
that the danger is alike of unworthy hear. 
iog, as of unworthy receiving, and there- 
fore examination is no more nece ſſary to 
the one, then before the other; there 
being no examination before hearing, by 
before the Lords Supper? 

1. But this conceit hath no conformity 
with Antiquity, for the Catechumeni, and 
penitents- were admitted to the Word, but 
put from the other as all men know. 
2, Heare a worthy or two in this caſe, 
The Word goeth before faith, the Sacra- 
jo pk rote — learned Ameſine. Peter 
Mart ks thus in Exgliſb: Moreover 
we muſt F nach to thoſe that have not —— 
yet heard, or not underſtood. Yet though 20m. 3. lib. 


. the impurity and mixture of Aſſemblies 1. ch. 1. 


where the Word is preached, be to be born Pet. Mar- 
with, which Chriſt, and his Diſciples did 11... g. 


beate, yet the communion of the Supper ,,, faber 


ſhould be purer (as I ſaid) for it is a pub- predican- 
lick thankſgiving for redemption given of dum eſt eis 
them, who do openly profeſſe themſelves 97 u 
Chriſtians. Ka 
cert non- 
dum perceperunt: attamen utcunque feratur impuritas conventuum 
ubi verbum prædicatur quam hriſtus & Apoſtoli tulerunt, cane 
tamen communio (ut dixi) purior eſſe debet, & c. ; 
0 


the Paper. 


whe ainth Hat apological reaſon can there 
Section of 


+ 4a=4 


be ſhewed to obſtruct or impor 
the admiſſion of all that profeſſe the faith 
of Chriſt; though formally, and are not 
ſcandalous by a manifeſt belying of thei 

profeſſion? The Sacrament is not defiled 


by cheir partaking,no more then the Word 


is by being preacht unto faichleſſe peop 

and that is no more then the Sunne is pol 
luted by ſhining upon a dunghill, Thoſ 
that communicate with them are not pol- 
luted, or defrauded thereby of the fruit, 
and efficacy of the Sacrament; neither 
doth God binde us to dive into other 
mens conſciences; nor can their fraude, or 
deceits,or cold, formal profeſſion hurt any 
beſide themſelves. To God they ſeem 
ſuch as they are, but of us they mult be 
taken for ſuch as they ſeem. In the eye 
of God they are againſt Chriſt, that are 


not truly and ſincerely with him: in our 
eyes they muſt be received as with Chriſt, 


that are not in outward ſhew againſt him. 
(Be: 


- 


The nineth Seddion of the Paper. 
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(Beſide that it was ſaid by Tally to be 
Casei fault, that he was fo ſttict and ſe- 
vete, as if he had lived in Plat Common- 
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The Church at no time can pretend to, 


canſt, I, overcome if thou provoſt it; I am 


wealth, not in the dregs of Romalm : ) 


or: for perfection of degrees, rarely 
— parts. Jacob ladder had ſeveral 

in it, and all were not of one 
height, or riſing. The floore hath in it 
wheat, and chaff; the field corn, and tares; 
the art good fiſh, and bad; and which 1 
would have more eſpecially taken notice 
of, at the nuptial banquer was one found 
without a wedding garment, I keep the 
Church, ſaith St. Auguſtiue, full of wheat, Contra. 
and chaff : I amend whom I can, I tolle · Creſcon. . 
rate whom I cannot: I fly the chaff, left h N 
become the fame thing; but not the floore; 3" 
leſt I be nothing. Accuſe thou with all 
thy farces;if they be innocent, thy vento- 
ſity ſhall not hurt them, as being corne; 
if nocent, the corn ought not to be deſerts 
ed for the chaffe. Accuſe them hat thou 


victor if thou proveſt it not. If thou prove 
it not, I overcome, be thy ſelfe Iadge, if 
por doeſt — it, I am victar by — 
judgement of Cyprian, whe: taught t 
the barn was not to be forſaken for the 
chaffe. To forſake the Aſſemblics nun 
0 


(78) 
ofthe mixture, and communion of hypo- 
crites, and evil men I ſhould willingly 
know, if it be not to revive the old 
refies of Donatus, Lucifer, Novatiu, and 
Audi? And to make the Church of the 
called to be of no greater latitude then 
chat of the eleA> whereas many are cal 
led, but few are choſen. And as the peo- 

ple may not withdraw themſelves from the 
Communion upon that pretence, ſo nei- 
ther may the Miniſter withhold the Com- 
munion from them; for can it be 
rational that the holy deſire of a compe- 
tent number ſhould be unſatisfied, becauſe 
the greater part is careleſſe, and indiſpoſed 
to joy ne with them ? Is not this to eradi · 
cate the corne for the tares ſake, whereas 
rather both ſhould be ſuffered to grow to- 
gether untill harveſt ? And as it is no pre- 
judice to the reſt of che people to commu- 
nicate with them, ſo none likewiſe to the 
Paſtor to adminiſter it to them, ſo as he 
have by publick and preparatory teaching, 
and as he (hall finde it nt, and ſeaſonable 
and meet with opportunities to do it; 
by private conference endeavoured to 
principle, and diſpoſe them to a worthy 
receiving. Petitur 4 te cura, non curatio, 
ſaith St. Bernard, If thou teacheſt, that is 
thine; if he will not learne, that is his: _ 
waac 
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8 
what is thine, and go thy way, ſaith the 
ſame Father. If the watchman cry, and 
the City will not be warned, their blood 
ſhall be upon their own heads, he hath de- 
livered his ſoul. Neither was the Paſtor 
of Corinth blamed for admitting thoſe that 
did eate, and drink unworthily, but they 
were reprehended that came ſo unpre- 
pared; nor were the ſervants checked for 
bringing into the marriage-feaſt a manthat 
had no wedding garment, though himſelfe 
were caſt out into utter darkneſſe. I know 
a man is guilty of every ſinne he labours 
not to hinder, but then firſt he muſt have 
a power to impede it; and to ſay a Mini- 
ſer is impowered to put from the Sacra- 
ment without the party will ſubmit to 
examination, is peritio principii, for that is 
the thing controverted. And ſecondly, if 
the matter be neceſſary, and the failer be 
only in the manner of doing it, the rule 
holds not, fot to crop one eate of a whole 
barveſt; and to inſtance in one of many 
caſes, How then could a Chriſtian Prince 
from - a Heathen, for confirmation of a 
league, take an oath made by his falſe 
gods? And ſurely, take, cate, and let a 
man examine himſelfe, and ſo let him eat, 
being in the imperative, and ſo conſe- 


quently commands, make the Commani- 


On 


1 2 is denied by 


none that the Sacraments are peceligy 
neceſſitate precepti, ik not medii. It is true, 
Clry/ſoſtome that ſo yebemently urgeth all 
to come, as deeply chargeth Miniſters not 
to admit known offenders to the Commu- 
nion; Bat if one, ſaich he, be ignorant, chat 
he is an evil perſon, after that he ban 
uſed much diligence therein, he is not to 
be blamed; for choſe things are ſpoken by 
me of ſuch as are known, bat this is not 
our preſentcaſe; for perſons openly evil, 
and ſcandalous, we have before a 
that we plead not for; but I ſhall deſire i 
may be thought upon, whether, or no, 


while ſome men fear accidentally to loſt 


or hazard ſoules, they do not more es- 
danger them, and their own ſouls too, by 
wichhoiding from them the Sacrament 
the likelieſt means of full, and perfect 
recovery of them? 5 
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herein anſwer is, giuen to the ninth 
. Paragraph, calling for reaſons, and 
grounds, and containing ſome 
ther arguments; ' 


- This SeQjon is the largeſt; pet affords 9. 16: 


little work for us. There are in it ſome | 
arrowes well drawn, but aimed at a 
wrong mark. In much the} Paper objects. 
and then anſwers it ſelfe; there we ſhall 
not —— — 1 Sacra- 
ments are neceſſary, nect Nate precepts; 
true, ſo they may be; a yer to be 2 
niſtred in dae manner; und with due 
care, It is ſtil! intimate iat ſcandalous 
ſinners ſhould not come}!now' we might 
take this for granted, and ſay no more; 


but that the conceſſions look one way 


aud the arguments another; how ſha ll a- 
ny be kept back, if the Miniſters have no 
power to impede, unleſſe men will fubmir? 
no man ſaich, the Min ſter (or any other) 
hath power to impede ſuch as are not un- 
fit. If rhe onfic may be ſuſpended it is e- 
— the Miniſter hath 


no 


1 a — 


(83) be. 
no power at all. If ſome be — 
and unfit 


yielded (in termini) then 

there muſt be a Judge of this unfitneſſe, 
which muſt not be thernſelves , but rhe 
Miniſters ; and Church-Officers; But to 
nearet to the v wt hap and ot. 

der, we cun yield no way men not 
ſcandalous, ( nor ignorant) ſhould be 
kept off, our mindes being to admit all 
that come not under thole qualifications, 


gh rye ſome way ſandajons; 
if we a0 men to be but formal; 
ati is dead, and hypoeritical) though 
be 2 7 2 — get by 
pe or are intruders, have 10 
bee and are neceſſatily profaners of 
e § 4 but we cannot ordinath 


ane 15 though we knom that 
Cage —— bee A 
17 54390 #1 3L 3! 

We ſay eh 5 the openh 
Wy only do defiſethe Sacrament-(in 
the worlt ſenſe;) ſecret ſinners (hy pocrites 
and formaliſts) in Gods eye, profane ones 
in the C s ſight; the firſt dra 
zudgements on themſelves, the laitet on 
others : ungracious perſons cannot actu · 


ally, and intentionally ſanctifie Gods | 1 


Name in their approaches to the Lords 
ar But if all theſe, and ſuch warn | 


1 4 P * 


GE» 


- 


EET BARE SE 


2 


% 


i vet al = beno danghils 

inance of the . of righ- 
to ſhine upon „ and fo no far 

aan Armas 7 4 

S themſelves may be 


Ar ne ligence but if Mini- 
1 . — —— — their duty, 
then wertes, ones be admitted, 
they are blameleſſe, and the Ordinance 
— 95: re gk nor polluted; 


however, if they kno ſuch to be admit 
2 muſt needs be a ſore burthen to 
ee ye godly people in this land 

(Miniſters eſpecially) under this 
—— burthen, from 2 they hope) 
they may now deliver themſelves, Thar 
which is affirmed: bere, that a previous 
exhortation on the Miniſters part frees 
his ſoule, is to us an unſound poſition; 
for we conceive much more required, and 
incumbent on Miniſtets, and the Church. 
There is more required: Why elſe doth 
(bryſoſtome hid them deny i to ſome ? 
If after be haye admoniſhed, he admits 
ſuch aß he knows, (or may know) to 
be wicked, he finnes againſt his own ſoul, 
dy defili, it wich other mens ſinnes. The 
deople aſſa have ſomewhat to de on 
their parts, namely, praying againſt the 
'Jtoleration of che wicked, beſides infornt- 


S 2 ing, 


a. 
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1 Cor. 1.119id the houſe of Efoe ; why<ſhould' nich 
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tbe danger ſhewen, ot bf performing the 


- dave ſcen the experience of Boch.“ 


Pariſhes, where are wirnings , but 1 


fanely abuſed! God is diſhanoured tr 


n 


(84) 
ing, and dedfarin Sac them ng 
lobſely, and are Focke 8 


think that publick warning i ene : 
white ſome are not capable ebe a 


duty of left rimnatiön; - others are hat. 
dened, nd will 4d vince chhToDRd a ſtorte 
WFthe?tholt terrible threars? ſuf] aſi ont 
a more effectual meanes, ' ther 2 
hortation to terch men teßegtanee; | 


will ſcarce firide one ſtaying ay in J 0 


ocker diſcipline; let not men deceive then 
Jelves, and others. It is "objected 'thit 
the Ordinatce/is defiledi6/- more then 
the Sunne is by ſhining upon a dunghill. 
We anſwer he Ordinatee may be def 
led, that is profaned, and abuſed, } 40 
#bough not corrupted in its eſſence. The crit 

ne is a natural agent; and in a Phi- ve. 
Tical way cannot be defiled?; The Sac fg 
ment doth continue a holy, and pute in-f 7”; 
ſtiturion ip it ſelf , while it is moſt pro. % 1; 


1, yet he doth not become ingloriousin 
himſelf, by mens wickedneſſe: the de- 
filement of che Sacrament is this, the ſo 


1 Cor.5.7. ciey where the wicked are, is corrupted] * 


— lea 
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lea vened, or troubled as the Spitit ſpeaks; 

defiled it is unto the wicked tbrough tbe 
ſinnes of their ſouls + Vea unto the godly 
too, they do become filthy, if they be 
faultys: + | 411 „ $577 e 


* 


p * * 
— 


But why dogbe wicked more defile the Ob jell. 
Communionthen the Word? 

They may defile the one, and not the os ¶Auſw. 
ther ap Fre Gods Wordallows a viſible 
mixture at the one, but not in the diſpen- 
ſing of the other, as was plainly proved 
before. en 2 f 1 
All chat follows about the errors of G4. f. 1: 
Novatis, and others: The diſtinguiſhing, e 
ofthe Church viſible from the ig viſible, Stocke on 
the ſtate of the Churelt here below, &c. Mila. p. 
We yield all ctis, and yet can ſee nothing 3% 
gained vpon us thereby; there will be Her Fon.) 
tares among the wheat unto the worlds and 
end, onely we are not taught that rates ſuf/cring 
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. do ſignifie profane men, but rather hypo- ted 

1 eig. men, & not 
he} erites. ſuch as come ſo near Chriſtians, that 5 
y- we cannot diſtingaiſh them. ä 120 them , they 
Wanze i201 E561 1 201 21213 vm be mt- 
in. 9745 hunt ſul, and infct} the.glegve, and holy, theſe being more 
i capable of the otherscvils , then they, ave able to communicate good 
vVY 7 them,as health is uot ſo.communicable, as contagion, 1 Cor. 5, 
ny 6 Then if they deſire io keep them whole from pollntions, they 
in uſt. ſeparare the wicked": ſhephee; ſaith Chyſoſtome, [crar - 
e. 746 ihs infedtel, and ſcabbed fromabe while,” mg 

OS -:nnmpurobns. 03557 aud nes 12107 u: 
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A Tares are very like che Wheat in the 
el. growing up, as one obſerves out of Ju 
voſeiß. P. , but ſcand alous men are not: like 
28 beleevers. Teh; (ND 3250 04.4 208 817 
Object. But ĩs it not rational, that the 
+ defire of a competent nutuber be ſatis- 
V though the greater part be indiſpo- 
1 ? 4, - (41. SERINE ( 
Anſw. Yes, it is fit they ſhould be fa- 
tisfied in a law ful, and due way: Bat what 
if ſuch a competent number hath not aps 
peared , when propoſals have been made; 
upon this ſappofition, that ſuch might 
be 2 Sa wie _ 2 no godly and 
well diſpoſed people within our precinds 
but may have the Ordinance if hey de- 
fire it, nor is it our deſire to ſtraiten the 
Ordinancecauſeleſly; we are joyful. when 
any diſcover a ſerious minding of that 
holy buſineſſe. The fewneſſe of thoſe 
that are accepted is either from mensown 
unfitneſſe , or from their own unwilling 
neſſe. The truth is, men will | have it 
where they pleaſe, and in what manner 
they pleaſe, otherwiſe they are not ſo 
ö godly, but they can neglect ſo precious an 
4 inſtitution. But ſtill the flrong hold and 
place of retreat we finde to be this. If 
men come unworthily it is to themſelves, 
the Miniſter can but teach, and * ; 
; 3. 3 - 0 
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ſo doing he needs not ſear the guilt of 


other mens ſinnes, for he hath no power 
ehe teal of Cle, and Ambraſ 
* zeal of Chry/oftone and Ambroſe 
will — thoſe, who taught 
not only to ad moniſh, but to keep back. 
Ambroſe kept off Theodefiu an Empe- 


rour. | 


will not be ſo eaſily avoided. Can 1 


clear my ſelf by telling one that there is 


cm in fuch 4 cup that will be 
death, and yet (be deſiring) afterwards 
give it him? + What a folly is this? But the 
Miniſter hath no power to do more, That 
it a queſtion not yet - folly reſolved. 
Though the be not ſolely in him, 


_  yetif it be in the Church-Officers, it is £4 


nough; and ſurely there is a power to 
that end — or almoſt all the 
learned men in the world have miſtaken 
the doctrine of the keys, from that text, 
Mat. 16. 19. We ſhould-confirme this 


2. The partaking of other mens ſins 


more, but that we finde the paper in à See the 3d. 


ſott granting it. If Miniſters have not a 
power, who have? If there be ſuch a thiag 
to be done the power is ſomewhere; {hail 


th 


veraiſe up Biſhops, and their Subſtintes 


out of their graves to leade us herein 2; Is 
yall G 4 that 


Section of 
e Paper« 


- 


8 


. 4 
chat a duty ſhould be to be done, but Y the 
none found to do it; 2 power, but none W 
to act it; keys but no hand to hold them. b! 
What a vanity is this? If the Schooles be ( 
regarded, they impower the Miniſter, as - 
ne 
<> 
a 


was ſhewed before. And the Anthority | 
we live under, did (and for ought we 
know does) authorize the keeping back 
Seethe ſe- of the uufit. and unworthy If you tay, 
brig 7 This is granted you, that ſcandalous per- 
Farliamem ſons ſhouſd not be admitted: We muſt 
needs ſay, we have obſerved ſuch words 
often, But bow ure they made good while b 
this 'paſſerh ſo current, that a Miniſter 
hath no power to keep him back that will b 
not fubmit to his trial, which is here af 0 
firmed? If you ſay, He may keep back the 3 
ſcandalous, but not whom he pleaſes, ot t 
men well qualified; nor is thisdeſired;or | * 
pleaded for; Let coming to this Ordi- f 
nanee ſtand, and paſſe for a Diſciple-privi- t 
ledge,” and Miniſters authorized, and ak 
| lowed to diſeerne Diſciple- properties in | 
them that come, and we ate agreed. O- | 
ther allegarions ſeeme to us to leflen the 
care, and'rake vff the activity of Minis 
ſters'in 2 Pays wy turning off — | 
worthy; The Paſtor of (8+#nth (you 
1 . that 
et, and Cu their own danination, 
Tz) & £3 ˖ ey 
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(89) 
are reprehended, Not Ws 
We rank noo he is not . or dlewbere 
wh (2 Mini- 
ſters alone) is blamed, 1 Car. 4.21, This 
Rod was for abuſes among th chem, and cheir 
negligence in this, Wight be gar. | 

Object. gain, the ſervants are not 
checkt when one is ee in Wi 
a wedding garment... Ul 

Anſw. Our Anſwer is 

1. This is a Parable. & 0 p proves beg 
but onely in the ſcope of it. 

5. It is a great Queſtion, whether this 
be not to be underſtood of the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, or of che Supper of grace 
at. largein the Word taught, and not of 
this Ordinance alone? We do not finde 
that the ſervants. brought in that man, ay. Phil. 
forthen they might have been queſtioned Goodwin. 
too; and not he himſelf alone One ſayes p.125. 
well, Parables are like ſpectacles, they 
help ſome to ſee, but others ſee the Ne quem 
worſe for. them: So ſhall we af we build gn et 
a liberty of coming to the Lords Supper, te ; 


upon this Scripture... * Tis true Maniſters - ige 
muſt preach Chriſt freely, bidding all probentt. 

according to the univerſal. ,tenders of — 
. che Goſpel. See we not the A Ne 01. 


. (90) 
eſt finners ſotetimes foremoſt in coming 
to Chriſt? So that the Goſpeis way of in- 
viting afl ſenſible ſinners, ſuits this para- 


T 2 


Sacramental lib 
timg, but even co i 0 
might be inferred; and this foundation 
every one would ſee to be ſandy. The 
unſealed may be called, or invited, hut 
the uncalled may not be ſealed. We like 
a free Pulpit well, but condemne a too 
free Table. 2:4 21. egg 10g 
Object. Now to ſhut up our reply to 
this Section. There is a ſerious caveat 
| ew us, not to hazard, and loſe our own 
oules, while we are ſcrupulous about 
others. 5 Gum 
We anſwer, we do not (at leaſt deſire 
not to do) things out of feate, but up- 
on knowledge and petſwaſion of our du · 

Ph We know that the nnworthy - comers .. 

o directiy (qnoad corruptionem act) de · 

file and deftroy themſelves; nor is the 
Sacrament a' proper or likely meanes- 

do recover ſuch n 

dnt is rather likely by accident to blinde, 

And harden them more then before. The 

Ext of | preventing of mens ſinnes, and damnation 

Jude uz. cannot hazard our ſouls, but will comſorg 

5 | our 
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. the laſt day; underthis 
buckler we fight, and act. 


SECT. XVII. 


W Queries made in the end 
of the Paper. 
1 fund be gia that ſome 
derate men 
— 


godly and N- 


vipline. 


HY 
If our principles, and prafiice be miſta- F. 17. 


ken, many things will appeare offenſive 
which . not ſo. — pure doubts, 
we have hopes our Apologie may temove 
d pheciatty from * „ and peace- 
able men. But when we reflect upon theſe 
doubts, or queries here made, they ſeem 
to us to be tather the hard thoughts of 
enemies, then the doubts of friends. Scru- 
ples are ( as we take it) mens "doubts in 
their own way. That which impedes, & in- 
tangles my conſcience in my own actings, 
that i my ſcruple. But whatever theſe 
be, (for we are not willing to contend a- 
bout words) whether objections, cenſures, 
or 


be e in the The 
5 this * way 


The firſt. 
Drerie in 
the tenth 

Section of 


F. 18. 


; — q 
„ 
©. 4 * 

5 7 


6 


jodgement. | 
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. 9 
or ſcruples, they ſhall (by Gods help) re- 


ceive ſome anſwer, 


— — — 


SECT. .XVIIL 
Wherein of the firſt Querie, nameh, * 


— 


ur het her it ſuite with the rale of the Apo. ' 


le, Rom. 14. 1. Himthat'is'weak in 
the faith receive you 2 etber it be 
not judging, or ſetting. at naught thy 
brother, or indeed not omning him as a 
brother; And ſo contrary to ver. 1? 


How farre the Apoſtles ſcope is . 
the buſineſſe in hand is quickly ſeen; He 


ſpeaks of receiving, and eating, but it 


is of herbs, not of the Sacrament;He ſpeaks 
of not receiving the weak to doubtful dis 


putations; men therefore are not to be 


called to ſuch exerciſes as may be hurtful 
to them. Briefly, their receiving is this: 
Such as were more reſolved, knowin 

and ſatisfied about the Abrogation, — 
burial of the legal ceremonies, theſe as 
ſtrong muſt deale gently with. Jewiſh con- 
verts, who were not of ſo pure a Goſpel- 


rere. 2 


This | 


This lariguor or infirmity of faith muſt 
beÞorne, this is the ſenſe of the place. 
9, Butleaft we ſhouſt ſeeme to decline this 
Sxripture, let it be granted, that be- 
Jeevers may be weak in other reſpects, 
and that this Apoſtolical precept muſt not 
daſht againſt in any praftice. ' _ 
Our anſwer therefore is, that the Or- 
dinance of the Supper is very proper for 
the weak in faith, being a ſtrengthening 
appointment, We exclude not (willingly) 
any ſuch as ite weak in ihe Apoſtles 
ſenſe, but rather invite, and incourage 
them. We rhitik our brethren go beyond 
their · warrant, while they take Saints of 
the firſt magnitude only, into fellowſhip. 
God hath people of ill fizes; there is the 
fame holineſſe, but not the ſame degree 
of true holineſſe in all beleevers; not 
the weak, but the dead; not children, 
but baſtards do we (purpoſely) refuſe. 
Where we ſee any meaſure of true godh 
fear, any degree of graciouſneſſe we glad. 
f ly admit. God forbid we ſhould refuſe 
the meaneſt as to the world, or in grace: 
no, we covet the pureſt, and take the 
weakeſt. ; | | 40 
As to judging the other part of our bur- Calvin" en 
then, Calvin will 7 you , that judg- the 14: Ch 


ing there, is to bring men under our own *? * Re 


Lawes. 


Laws. We 15 we deſite to bring baſe 

mea under Cheiſts rules, and Lawes,to 
fade men able to examine themſelyes, to - 
be diſcerners of the Lords body, and 8. 
that they are deſirous of holineſſe, and bar 
conformity to Jeſus Chriſtʒ this we do try of 
for, and ſtrive to diſcerne: we judge not lar 

mens hearts, or final eſtates , but their 
preſent condition by their actions. When f 5) 
we act 5 thoſe mares. 5 o fy 
Mat. 7. 16, our callings) we build our thoughts up 1 
27. on 4 kg and 0, N of 
are taught to diſcerne one man from a- 0 
nother, and good men from bad; It | 
is Chriſtian, and rational ſo to judge. 


; 
1 
4 a Sage: Ct 
L | Who will fear to ſay, it is a ſmoaky " 
| houſe, where ordinarily the ſmoak breaks 
out at doores, and windows? We de- ch 
fire to feare, and ſeele the leaſt guilt of e- ec 
I vil, which may lie upon us; but as for jd 
4 this pride and contemning which is laid f. 
| to our charge, we hope. the Lord ſees le 
* us innocent. Anuſtia makes it pride to 1 
1 contemne diſcipline , not to uſe it: But 
1 more of this, when we come to anſwer b 
| the Querie about Lording. It hath been x 
Ties Bol- an old deſigne of Satan, to brand re- t 
Tons direct. ligious Courſes with pride, as Maſter 
1 walk Bolton. obſerves. 11 that differences his 0 
1 mo 8 ſociety, and is humble enough _ 
0 3 * 2 \ . e, 


W. —— 


n 2 


r 


baſe, is by many, 
tender beyond 
this 4 | 
tigid, proud, or what you will; but after 
the Way that the world calls pride, 
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ecmed proud. To be — . 
the common courſe, — 


\ frair-laced : to be ſullen, age, pag. 


ble man, 
counted fooliſh, weak, any thing) for N bag 
Chriſts ſake. Pride in K — W 
very fonle thing, it concernes allto watch quim guz 
pail it. We know no better remedy | war viri 

then to judge our ſelyes rightly; we ought Jama per- 
to obſerve che inward workings of our .me cn 
own hearts, and to have a judgement of — 
faith of our ſelves. He that judges him: neca, Epiſt. 
ſelf truly, is moſt likely to judge others 8. 
wiſely, and charicably. But if the godly | 
cannot perſwade others to think well of 1 Thel. 2. 
them ; yet ler them rejoyce inthis, that * 7, 8. 
they ſo farre know their own ſpirits, tat 
though. they be compaſſed about with 

great infirmities, yet they know, that 

what they do is not out of pride. 


Laſtly, 


va 3 CHAN 5 (4 
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luaſtly, if our ſuſpenſion of ſome from 

the Sactament, muſt needs be contemn- 

ing, yer let me tell Fou of whom it is; 

it NF then tg contemme Gods wa es, 

and of no others. No to contemnie ſuch 

contemnexs is no ſinfull contempt, and 

yet we deny that we contemne 5 no, 

de mourne over the worſt; Refuſing the 

wicked may be (we hope) without con- 

temning, but eſteeming of the godly 

will hardly ſtand without ſuch contemn- 

ing; as that of David,” Pſal. 15. ver. 4. 

Theſe will not be parted, both ſpring- 

1 Tbeſ. z. ing from a pure beaft. Such as are 

5,1. Withdrawn from in*rhiſs'exerciſe, are not 

diſclaimed altogether from being bre- 

thren, but look'd upon as offending 

dtethren, at we not capable of that 
which © they 

5 to. 9 2257 4 
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ave a remote right un- 
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ch 

id man the ſecond Aueerie, namely; 

th 1 Whether this Oeconomy , that ſeemeth 
. | © to hope, or beleeve nothing , and 1 uf" rhe ſecond 
ly p pefteth all to be ignorant, or hypo- Duerie in 


exitet, aud therefore neceſſarily to come the remb 
under probation, reſent of that charity, Section. 
u hicb bo 2 3 all A and 


1 , 
” 


e. - The GER hinted atin this muſt be, F. 19. 
ng 1 Cor. 13,7, Whereon the judgement of Morton in 
* learned ones is, that the particulars . p- 
n. |} thereare rather to be referred unto God, 377 
5 then to man; but not to ſtand upon that. 
If we hope nothing, and ſuſpect all, we 
are uncharitable to the utmoſt, we had 
=" '] then as little love, and wiſdome, as now 
theſe words, as applied to us have of 
I. truth. We know ſome, (yea, many) to 
Ide knowing, and hope of divers that they 
are not hy pòcrites; there may be reaſons - — * 
given why” petfons may be called to ſome 
* | and profeſſion of their knowledge, 
b o ate not a of groſſe igns- 


rance; 


c 
(98) 
rance; the more remote any are from 
the ſuſpicion of ignorance, the more for- 
cible will their example be to bring on 
others of a lower forme: and the more 
pliant ſuch are, the more will their hu- 
miley commend.their knowledge, The 
ttyall of ſuch may be neceſſary, though 
not in their ſingle capacity as commu» / 
nicants, yet in the relative, as to the bo- 
dy they unite with, and the work of 
reformation which the Church is to paſſe 
under. We have a minde to be as cha- 
ritable as others, and as we t to be; 
but we cannot ſuffer charity, (as much 
as we love and honour it) to ſwallow 
up all our duty. Miniſters may be cha- 
ritable over- much, and are, when they 
r of Church ae (and 
therein of Chriſts blood, ) and when they 
ate ſenſeleſſe in their hopes, as ſome are, 
truſting all, and trying none: but watch · 
men muſt ſuſpect, and Miniſters muſt 
ſave ſome with fear. Paal was jealous 
and afraid, was he uncharitable? It is 
the praiſe of the Angel of the Church of 
Epbe ſau, that he had tried ſome; charity 
Rey. 2. 2 hath a garment to caſt upon ſome ſinnes, 
but no licence, or indulgence for amy 
True charity( as the ſaying is) is not blind: 
We are not bound to hope contrary to 
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our knowledge, and experience; cha - 


rity when true, is friendly to the love of 


God ( whence it ſprings) and to his wayes, 
and people it is not againſt charity to ſuſ- 


pect of ignorance and unſitneſſe, when 


the contrary is no way diſcovered. 


Men ſhew ignorance of their duty in this 
very thing, that they refuſe to ſubmit to 
the tryall of their knowledge in ſo faire 
a way. We hear much of chariay,we wiſh 
we could ſee more of that which re- 
joyces in the truth, more then in ini» 
Some mens charity is ſo great, that 
if they know a man to be an often 


(wearer, or that lo ves the pot, or ale- 


bench, or have but over · night, (or late- 
ly) beheld him in his ſins, yet if he cry 
guilty, and ſay he will amend; they can 
next day beleeve a change in him, and 
that ſuch a one may be a fit partaker of 
that bleſſeh Ordinance. But (alas!) this is a 
large charity, which fondly negleds Gods 
revealed will, and flies to his abſolute 
power. Men experienced in the work of 

ace, and repentance will have other 
houghts ; hell and heaven do not 
ſand ſo neere together, that men may 
ſo quickly ſtep from one 0 the other. 
Commonly. men fall down before they 
4: H 2 ſtand 


Cor. 13.6 


#* % 
ſtand upright, and when they are domi 
AR. 2. 37 there is ſome firugling and ſtriving before 
Cor. 2. i they get up. Grace, if we judge by Gods 
common working, is not like Jonab's 
Gourd, which ſprung up in a night. Let 
us not be ovet-credulous, and unſcriptu- 
ral in our thoughts and hopes; there may 
de more charity in in our keeping back, 
then in our admitting ſome. 
E. e © Wb againſt love to God, whoſe 


vention by- Ordinence by this credulouſgeſſe is pro: 
jus con- ſtituted to many vile perſons. They are 


rempizs farre from loving God whoſe embracing 


conſequeris , . . g 4 
Hom. 38. of men is a ſpurning at their Redeemer, 


in Mat. 4 trampling onthe blood of the Cove-, 


nant, Heb. o. 29. as that text is appl= 
ed by Chryſoſtome. e | 

2, Love to men requires, that if we 
ſee one about to hurt himſelf, we preveiit 
him, if we can; Shall I permit a man to 
drink his damnation, and ſay, love him? 
Love muſt be guided by wiſdome; there 
is little love - unto the ſouls of men 
fhewn by them, who admit alt; though 
they pretend to do this out of love. We 


take them (ſay ſome) to be all Gods peo-- 


ple, that will come, and will not debar 


themſelves of ſo great a good, thus ſome | 


ſpeak. 1 6 99 
Fare will teach thoſe men that the 
5 — * work 
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Work is not good, unleſſe the men be = #7 
good; but alas, it is not good to them .. 
0 8 it be good 5 and moſt precious uſurpentur 
in it ſelf. It is that which will con- Sacramenta, 
tent them for the preſent, but undo them Wi 
(namely, the impenitent) in the end He 1 ws 
loves his friend beſt that keeps him to yſw Sa- 

his Phyſicians rules, though it croſſe his canento- 

preſent deſire. One of note; among other v eſt bo- 
reaſons why anworthy perſons were kept 5 5 


| l ua ndo 
off, proves it to belove to their ſouls. = uſuom 
3207-6. VIDRED dif. præccduut 
(opera moralia, tunc dicitur uſus, alidcabuſus. Pareus in Cath. 


luſin. 5. 139% 
3. It is againſt charity to the Church, Wal: Stra- 
:Jying under loſſe, and reproach through |”: 2 
vo 11. Eccleſ. 
neglect of order, and diſcipline: Some a 
ſeparating abſolutely, others ſtaying with 
grief of ſoul. | 's 
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SECT. XX. 


Wherein of” the third Querie, name, 


Whether it ſavour not much of the old Pha- 

riſees, Touch me not, for I am holler 

then thou; and reliſ not of that Pha- rhe thirs 
711 riſees ſtanding and praying by . himſelfe «Querie, 
1/99 H 3' in 


0 | (x02) * 


j the Parable, Where Beza notes a fin 
gulaity , and ſequeſtring bimſelf frm 
the Publican , who wait ſtand afarre off , 
which as one ſaith was not ſupplicatio, 
but ſuperlatio ? | 41 


Things favour according to the diſpo⸗ 


. ſition of mens palates. In ſome condi- 


tions the beſt, and moſt wholeſome meats 


have the worſt taſte, tis the ſtomake mars 


the taſte. What taſte have the godly 


Auſw. 


ones with us that ſo deadly a weed as 
ranck Phariſaiſme ſhould be ſhread into 
their por, and yet their food be ſo ſavou- 
ry, that they eat it with much bleſſing 
of God? veal, f 
Anſw. Well, Touch me not, &c. This 
ſaying of the Jewes hath been the oldat- 
tendant of that common nickname of 


Puritan, and the very labell of profane 


lips. But if we may not ſuſpect others 
(as was thought in the former doubt) of 
hypocriſie,why are we ſuſpected? | 
Are we fallen below all good thoughts 
and hopes? May not our actings proceed 


as well fromthe tenderneſſe of our con | 


ſciences, and love of holineſſe; as from 
the baſe over-weening conceit of our 
own pureneſſe ? Surely it is poſſible they 
may. May not a man be humble in his 

: on 


____ 09) 
own eyes, nd be wary about his ſo- 


ciety in Gods Ordinance? We are per- 


ſwaded he may, we ſee no incongruity in 
either of theſs Truly - we- defire more 
nm whe * _—_— then 
is 9 we our pre- 
—.— conducing to it. When = 
finde us boaſting of our own holineſſe, 
condemne us boldly; we wiſh all Phari- 
ſees had byporrifie written on their fore - 


I erg, we ſhonld 


many a worldlin 
or rp then. As to 


— Politician de- 
text of Eſap, it 


ir ſpoken (as the beſt think) by the le 
— rw wy hd] pra Males 
for their corupt worſhip in gardens, and 65. ch. p. 
mountaines, Stand by thy falf, ni 851. 


to Efay} come not near 4. 
23 prove to be the pes wy 

Miniſters marked (w this coale for 
Phariſees? Many like thoſe in Eſay's time 
ſtand off from us as tod holy, and the 
while blame us for ſtanding off from 
them as Publicans, The diſtance between 
us, and others is not of our making, but 
of their own. 
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Fhe fourth 
AVerie. 
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| Where of the fourth Aue nemch, 


Whether - it ſmell not frengizof the 5 
of Diotrephes, that ſought the prebemi⸗ 
nence, and be not a Lords 
arne gen, ſines it tends ta reduce tyery 
one to an amful ſuljeſtion go bia cli ini: 
fer, leſt, big reputat iss be blaſtet by, he- 
ing repelled. from the Cynmunion? I hig is 
the moro ſuſpected, becauſe, Nev only per: 


\ b ſons, w which they may think they h ave cauſe 


to ſuſpeFt 10 be of incompetent knomledges 
— "fp this trial by ox amination, bus 
very one; nt n {uch;, off 
* ' might be dombt{nl( and pid 
| 4050 — eſt poſſidentis bonam fa - 
mam, (i ſaid befare )yetqwhen ſure thert 
can be ns ſuch violent ſuſpition, that 
makes the thing morally. certaine, 4 
Which onely by the opinion of the Caſuilts; 
may warrant the trial, but even thoſe. 
that perchance Were mors 2 of 
Catechifing the Miniſter, and whoſe ſhe- 
hels are knows te be double to thoſe of the 
Savtuiry. And is think there is cauſe 
fo 


it aver Gugy 
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_ - ſoma. that: [uffr ass for Presbytery,to ſee the temb 


+ "00 _ 7 

ro ſuſpeTt every mant inſufficiency in point 
12 imply, an t le Poe | 

1 Way ly: perverted that of Gre- 
y:gory:,,that. while the O xen laboured, they be 

o here all Aſſe) that fed by them. It grieves bigs 


others hereupon to ſuſpect, that it was bectien of 
caſt in likg. mould with that of Popery , nr "Fae 
11/ Whoſe main ( if not anly) pinciple was the 
advance of the power and. grandor 0 
© 3be, Prelates and Priefts. As - (among 
other things would ſeeme to haue a pow- 
er to damme any man, while they taught 
i neceſſuy (neceſſitatem medii) of par- 
taking the Sacraments, as abſolutely m- 
dious to ſalvation, and the efficacy of 
-atboſe Sacraments to depend upon the in 
# tention of the» Miniſter ;_ {0 as it was 
om Sacrament; Where be intended it not 
vet ing a power in tha Paſtor 5 without . 
any vot oriaus offence to exclude from the . 
' Sacrament, impowers him 10-rejett any 
from the ordinar ) means of; ſalvation , 
rand: ſo roafts an awful dependance of all 
upon bim in order to ſubjection. 


— 


x 
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We have tranſcribed the whole; as the §. 21. 
other taſted, ſo this ſmells, ſuch hard | 
thoughts we ate more grieved to reade, 
then troubled to anſwer. The ſpirit of 
Þ | Dio- 


Anſw. 


8 e 
pe wn that which ſeems to poſſeſſe 
and act u 


Should we ſpread our ſelves upon every 


much time would be ſpent in an- 
ſpwering. e dee e 


5 in dur way. Pes hae 1 
be diei pptniſſe, &. "non pat niſſe refali. 


limbe and part of this Objection, too 


But why the ſpirit of Diorrephes > |» 
T, Becauſe ir defignes reducing our 
people into awe. * Ne 
2. Becauſe all are called to trial, yea, 
ſuch as are more able then the tryers. 
3. Makes the people aſſsss. 
4. Shapes Presbytery to Popery. This 
is the ſerier. | ee V- 
' Anſwer unto theſe ſeverally. 


1. To Diotrephes and his Lording po- 
wer. It coat nb that the 49 


onthe +2 ſomewhat miſtaken in the condition of 

Epiſtle 

Jobs, 9, & preheminence, and the learned tell us, 
that his ambition rather croſſed Fob», then | 


Diotrepbos. The text tells us, be ſought 


oppreſſed the le. He was an here · 
tick, and —＋ fit in the Church a · 
bove an Apoſtle. He receiverh not un, faith | 
7obn , any thing over the people above 
the ſtate of a Biſhop we reade not of in 
him, ouly he depreſſed Fohn; fo that he 
was nearer the ſpirit of an Anti · apoſtoliſt, 


then of a rigid, and imperious Presbyter, 
as 


(G07) , 
as to the people. But what is it to Lord 
it over Gods heritage ? It is # going be- 
yond Miniſterial. power, and infringing 
the liberties; and priviledges of the 
Saints. . nog? 0. 
1. It is a going beyond Miniſterial pow- f 
er. Then if kerping away ignorant, ana \ 
ſcandalous perſons: be not an exceeding 
of e it is no Lording, or impe- 1 Cor. 4. 
rious thing. I hat Miniſters are Church- 1, &c. 
Officers, and have committed to them, 
as ſtewards in Chriſts houſe; all the myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel, is too clear to be de- 
nied, or doubted. This Paper yields | 
(ſomewhere) a Miniſterial power as to 
the uſe of thoſe two keyes of Doctrine 
and Cenſure. we defire but Miniſterial po- 
wer. If we act more, we are deſervedly 
blamed. We ſnall not diſpute (here) the 
proper, and proximate ſubject of Church- 
power, as Miniſtets we claime, but 
what doth belong to Church Officers 
without injury to the Church! Now if 
ſtewards of the myſteries of the Goſpel, 
it behoves us to be faithfull as to the peo-— 
pls tight, ſo to the dignity of the Sacra- 
ment. Did we impoſe any thing not com- 
manded of God or act Biſhop-like in a 
ſole juriſdiction, we could never avoid 
this blame. Let Lording * ny 
24/51 an , 


0 | 
== ſtand, ſome. ſubjetion is due by Gods 
A% Word to all godly Miniſters from their 
3 people. If when minded of this, they crie 
1 out of n is their own fault, aud 
. ignorance of their duty. In a way of ſur- 
WE. * miſing ;whac godly -eoarſes but may be 
(thus). blaſted, and; confuted 7 With 
ſome men all rule is tyranny. Some 


rants, fo do others all Church-power 
tyrannie. 05? 3090. A175 03] 

- Þ» Eraſltianiſme, and Ankbaptiſme do in 

Ph. Good- this - joyne hands. A late godly Writer 
vin, Evan. ſaith, that in Luthers time ſome profanely 
Communs- profeſſed, that they had rather live under 
cn. Pao the dominion of the-Tark; then where all 
ſhould he ordered according to the will of 


now prejudice Gods wayes ? We read 

x Kin. 9. that the men of rar counted Solomon 
22. 10. 27. a Tytant yet the Queen of Sheba * 
the happineſſe of his ſetvants, and Sub 

jects, he made none of the pꝛople bond - 
men. Vea, he made ſilver to be as ſtones, 
only heJaid a tribute for the houſe of the 
Lord. But they that cannot diſtinguiſh be- 
tweeno pride. and power; between pride, 
and diſcipline, need Jomhewhar to clear 


demnes Lordſhip over thie:flock, he takes 


> 22 Anabaptiſts count all Magiſtrates Tys 


God. Shall ſuch thoughts, and ſayings 


their eye - ſight. When the Apoſtle con- 


not ' 
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dt away government, for that were to Heb. 13; 


contradict Pin three places in one 7 7. 


24. 


Chapter; the Paſtor then bath rule, but it 
muſt not be tytannical. n 

2. Lording is an overthrowing of the 
ptiviledges of the Saints, and godly; but 
we ſtudy to preſet ve their priviledges, and 
to raiſe a fence, that they may not be tro- 
den down by wilde beaſts, but 
in their uſe from evident prophanation. 
We gather out the ſtones of Gods vine- 
yard ? Beſides all chat is done is by vo- 
ary agreement, our ruſes extend but 


to them that freely ſubmit to them. We 


excommunicare none, nor meddle with 
othet mens wayes. Indeed we diſcover by 
our actings vbat ve would draw our Con- 
1 e unto: and that while they re- 

iſe to follow us therein, out᷑ union with 


, themy (in that Ordinance) cannot be 


comfortable. And this we do as being 
bound in conſcience to uſe all good means 
to'redrefſe abuſes, and ro promote the 


National Engagement of Reformation. 


Here now ate eſſayes of rule, and order, 
but no imperiouſneſſe, or ufurpation * 
When Moſes ſtood for the Prieſts Office 
agaiaſt the pride of Corab, and his com- 
plices, they tell him, that the Prieſts took 
too much upon them. 


Truth 


| e Eſay. 5. 25 
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Truth is, only, gracious ſpirits are fit to 


© be governed in a Chriſtian or Church. 

way. Gods yoke is grievous to the ſons 

of Belial. Hinc ills lacbryme. Is 1 

thing put upon men bur the light burthen 

of Chriſts lawes ? Is it intolerable to come 

under the duties of: godlineſſe 2 is there 

cauſe givento mentocrie out of Lording, 

and blaſting their reputation, when ſo fa- 

cile a thing is required, as the diſcovery 

k of their knowledge, and clearing of their 

7 practices from known wick PR ley 

F Objet.2. Objeti.a. But all are called to trial, ſuch 
| as excell their teachers. | 

Arn. Anw. Why not all as well as ſome? 

| Duties of Religion are to be impoſed. 

without reſpect of perſons. It is le 

(though not ſo uſuall) that the Paſtor 

may be exceeded in learning, and gifts 

by ſome of his Congregation, but doth 

this exempt ſuch from obedience ? What 

if a wife have more knowledge then her 

husband? ſome particular ſubjects more 

policy then their governours ? will this 

juſtifie the diſobedience of the one ? or 

null che authority of the other > An hum» 

ble man may ſubmit to one of meaner abi- 

lities then bimſelfe ; yea chen, when: they 

are known, and confeſſed to be ſo; if for 

no other reaſons, yet to avoid excepti-: 

ons, 
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this, becauſe though they have great abi- 


. 
urage others; ſuch as are 
y too, do ſeldome ſcruple 


ade 
and 
dene know them not ſo, as to o 
poſe them againſt their duty. Again, if 
perſons tried be found ſo knowing, it 
will adde to their eſteem , and not dimi—- 


niſh it in the leaſt. Among other miſtakes 


this is one, that our greateſt ſuſpition is of 
22 Alas, many are better head» 
d, then hearted. We believe, were the 
truth known among them that ſtand off 
from us, the gre part ſuſpect their 
practice, more then their knowledge. For 
did they live as they ſhould, and as they 
conceive we expect, the diſcovery of their 
knowledge of 2 Chriſt before a few 
Chriſtians would not appear ſo formida- 
ble a work; yea, ſnould we know any un- 
der our es, or near us, that were 
ſuſceptible of Catechiſing any af us, we 
might in policy forbear the calling of 
them forth, without any other reaſon. 
Nay, we could ingenuouſly ſay to ſuch, 
as once ohn to Chriſt, I bad need to be 
taught ef thee, and comeſt thou to me? 


which was the anſwer (as I am informed) 
of a Miniſter not long ſince to an emi- 
nent man, ſubmitting co his trial for ad- 
mi 


to the Sacrament. Shortly, we 
: envy 


eee * 
- * - * 

9 — 

/ 7 


in Exod. 


0 
of the preſent ſtate of the Univerſity's 


Cor. à Lap. 
630-p.543 finde it to be àa doubt among the learned, 


* > Objeft, 3, We imply that our people g 


envy no mans gifts, but wiſh them more, 
and theit converſation ſuitable. One fals 


Oxford: There have been more Muſes here- 
tofore, but never ſo many Graces as nom. 
We honour Graces above Muſes. We 


— cu mmm. 4 


whether the common ſhekel be greater, 
or leſſe then that of the Sanctuary? Some 
make it leſſe, others greater; we will not 
o about to e the _—_— 
every one ſees) reflects upon the par- 
ticu har Minifters [=== we paſſe fo 
There were ſhekels of gold ſome, others 
of braſſe, iron, &c. Anſwerable to theſe 
are the various kindes and degrees of 
mens gifts; not the largeſt ſhekels, but 
the holieſt are the beſt; à little piece 9 
gold is better then a great piece of ſilvet. 
Knowledge adorn'd with humility, and 
engaged to advance piety (of whatever 
meaſure and content) is after the ſhe 
kel, and ſtandard of the Sanctuary. 
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are aſſes. | ng 

Anſw. We need a paire of tongs to 

deal with ſo odious a compariſon as this 
is, let it teturne to the place from whence 
it came; we leave it to Popiſh Prieſts, and 
Epiſcopal ſpirits, whoſe guiſe it hach been 
to 


7 * = 


, and to this end wiſh their igno- 
rather then their knowing much. 


We maintaine”'s difference between Offi- 
cers, and members of Churches; but we 


acknowledge all godly -people to 


be the Lords Clergy; however, we are not 


ignorant of a more reſtrained uſe of that 
word in the Ancients. 


0bje. 4. We ſhape Presbyrery re to Po- 06j. 4. 


perys &c. i 


Anſw. Theſe are the dregs of this bit · 4»/w, 
ter cup. We ſtand not much upon the ſay- 


them that ore vored for Presby- 
* — — fo me voted and acted 
pig, ends, and their votes 

proſ ccordingly ; ſonie we 

een oder ind Uran bt act in 


that way, who were very unmeet for 
ſuch a work. 


} -Laſt of all; chat Presbytery ſhould be 


caſt into the moold of -Popery is a wilde 
fancy; and argues both the corruption of 
the mans heart, and darkneſſe of bis 
minde that ſuſpects it. 

Men that like not the reſtraint of their 
luſts by any Chureb- government, midſt 
crie out of popery, covetouſheſſe, 'arnbi- 
noh, Prelacy, and ſuch (ike; w bich ate 
but ng: leave to cover eee. | 
* 1 n 
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Independents, d (xorbolize none 
- Congre tional Wa ?. e . 
ſome. of eue fl 77 
kan, fone. of one fle, | 
5 er 2. what, materia dſhapity. t iber 


between their covenant with the Church, 


vnfacli- 

an given, aud prefeſſion made of their (hf 
ficiensy to the Miniſiar 3 They admit any. | 
ae the bagring of tha Word, nat is the 
Communion, and ſuch iu the "method alfa 
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2 ary e with the Par- 
5 Jer 17,11. which gathereth the 
11 b ſhe bringeth not forth, ( as 
4 — F ancient, and i fill the marginal 

ng J andof that Magic Which ſome 
er ed nith of charming 
bringing other mens fruits into their 
£9 Tae fn, end the Lord 
give me, b ee in all 
7 thing. = 
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"Here we ſhall only FFI for our 
o ſuch formidable Ke 


Fines, than others be, 
15 20 4 charged with us 
are many eminentiy 


creatures 10 U 
. e that diſtinction 
qi oy, 4 ſome imperfection 
do we khow our on 
* preſenr reformation 
is not Aas ade mes ure of ys will, buk of our 


power ; though ſome difference bee | 


ſed, yet we look 


us and chem be 
8 5 e 
| waiti 5 A our own 
e Shan. 72 agteg in the great 
151 in leſſer things; we con- 
reſt. o arties £0 be 700 
rule one; ee 


tion 
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ethten, and 1 . 


The fifth 


querie of 
the tenth 
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CRE IDS Co 
tion is neither ſinfull, nor impoſſible. We 
are ſo much for peace, that we could (if 


our hearts deceive us not) go many miles - 


barefoot to meet it. We are” very ſenfi- 

dle of that of the Apoſtle Paul, and wiſh 

| others to minde it: I je bite and de- 

Gat. 5-15- vour one another, take heed ye be not con- 

- ſumed one of another. They are ſtrangers 

at home, and to the times, that ſee not 

truth and holineſſe loſing ſenſibly and 
fearfully by our rents. 

Of in- Laſtly, we commend the opinion, in 

baptiſme. ſome branches, of holy maſter Baxter to 

p. 228. ſerious ſcannin py i ants 

Notwithſtanding all this, if our neigh- 


one blow bours will ſee how farre we ate from com. 


more to pliance with rigid Fndependants, ler 
| Babylon, them confult' a late book written by an 
P. 21. —affectionate oppoſite.” We leave them to 


anſwer the | confounding of Churches; | 


when we have fully embraced their prin: 
ciples, we will reply to this charge alſo. 


In the mean time that which is called 


diſorder apainſt law, and Magick, is but 
the effect af fuch ſpeeches, as we have of- 
ten beard, terming our meeting ſchiſmati; 
cal, and ſeditibus: but we are a ſſured the 
ſociety is guilty of neither; not of Schiſme, 
becauſe 'we' ſeparate not from true 
Churches, but only aime at the Reforms- 

tion 


(117) 


tioh (if poſſible) of thoſe Congregations 
we watch over, and in the Coustrey about 


us; not of ſedition, while the preſent 
authority is for us, (at leaſt not againſt 
us.) and we no underminers of them, 
nor are we tumultuous, ot injurious: we 
conſtraine none; that which is done is a 
voluntary, and free work. If we cannot 
convince, and ſatisfie other mens conſci- 
ences, we leave them to themſelves, nor 
is there anꝝ injury to other Miniſters. 
We do not clock their chickens from 


them, but it may be (if it be ſerious 


enough ſo to ſpeak, as we are in a ſort 
.) we may have hatched ſome egges 
— and this offence (we hope 


peaking to that word of 
Peter Ferigorſau, 1 Pet. 4. 4. alludes 


thus: The henne that hath. hatched Par- Mr- Hol- 


| tridges or Pheaſants egges, ſeeing them * - 2 


cauſe ſhe knowes not that they are of 2 p. az, 


ſoare alofr, looks ſtrangely after them, be- 


This is the reaſon ( ſaith he) why men 
of the world do gaze, and grudge at ſuch 
as take a flight fomewhat — them, be- 

| | 13 cauſe 
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exuſe they re ignorane of cls, chat they 
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are of better generation, * my 


We hexe bose ſtep" by Nep ith 
the Author to the end bf his walk, 
To ſatisfie the Reader; und mot 

fully to lay open our mitides, and 
deſires Ser the uſe on Qs Lords 


Supper; „ 1 40 
dee 

Theſe {one following brade we en 
IL i over, $5 5 


x. Why got the Sacebmihe in our owr 
Con ions? | 

2. Why we ſeperate not in othe Or 
What tre the Semper. groen and 

t 

5 for our way, ind praflice?? 90 

4. ome other queries about this buſt 
elke iurbe cloſe of all. 
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Why n not She Sacrament in ar own 4 
\ Congregations „„ 


To open our eve in bb prin 


ls, 


”— r e 
this; only the law of tove and eondeſeen- 


ſion hiadeꝭ us, we ſand not upon termes 
dipoicy;-arid-eldſenvile, while we baue 
n there- 


F 1 1 ; 11 
leis in ſome, but not yet in the reſt of 


our Aſſemblies, and this is becauſe there 
is no fit matter, or rather not ſufficient at 


home; not that we think all our people 5 
. 26 is by ſome envioully for- 
iſed, and ſuggeſted. No, it is unto ſome | 


* 


mote their on unwillingneſſe, then any 
thing elſe that keeps them off. They that 
will partake muſt not only be fit for fuch 


an Ordinance, but willing for ſuch a work 
ase deſigne, ( wits )-- 


Reformation 
of corruptions , and noting of corrupt 


membets; we know not how theſe Mmi- 


ſters and people do ſatis fie themſelves, 
whowholly neglect the Ordinanee. We 
muſt needs ĩay, our former corruptions are 
juſtly puniſhed with theſe interruptions, 
which are as well the ſinnes, as: jadge- 
ments of moſt: places. Moſt particular 
Churches have been fed (of late) with 
one breaſt; tbe other being dry; though 
we doubt not but the Lord hath ſupplied: 
this to all his, (who is able to make this 
non: uſe, uſeful, holding forth a crucified 
Cliriſt in the and giving ſonles to 

| * eade, 
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Cee Calvin ſug Chriſt by faith, of which 

"Job. 6, fixrh Chapter, while they have — 
bi as the Word of Chriſt 
de cena. therefore the duty ſo — 62 — 


4 D 5 
eate, and drink the fleſh and blood 2. 


the Sacramental . yet we 
peremptory 


believers, as upon no pretence whatſoe- 
ver (if neceſfaries be — alto · 
gether, or long to be diſconti Oae 
Objection wic hout any long diꝑreſſion 
we may conſider. It is better ( ſaith ont) 
to delay, then to defile an Ordinancey ber 
ter to delay chat we may nordefile, then 


to defile that we may not delay; the de- 


lay only oppoſing the circumſtance, &c. 
We mal more: fully auſyee this in any 
ther place; 

Here ima word, the delay doth more 
then oppoſe the circumſtance; as it may be 
prolonged it doth oppoſe the command 


it ſelfe, time bere being of the ſubſtance 


of the command: De this as often. But 


(to return) whatever [others think, we 


could not ſatisſie our conſciences as to out 


own duties without procuring opportuni- 


ties for them that were godly to enjoy 


this ſo bleſſed an inſtitution: but when : 
this is done, and all ſerious people may 


with no great paines embrace this privi- 
ledge frequently and purely ; they (the 
genes 
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dinance too,) as ſoon as a be /packled in the fear 
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ons, accotding to the rule of the Word, 


| (121) * 
— 5 that which hath no 
me in i ely, the going out of their 
Pariſhes; a circumſtance which yo 711 


defiles not the action, ſo much, The rut adminj... 
is in appearance, while we Fring If, conſures the 
have profeſſed (as they know). T e 27 He 
and are ſtill reſolved to return — OG ES 
to our places, (Cas to this Or- unruly luſtfull men to 


competent puwber hal ape . a comma: 


ear fit, and willing to carry n 
_ great a, work. Some mag 1 as 
aces” fince, and before we kaeioF 

pitched at Pyworsby; this our intendment 
was ſpoken of in the Pulpit; and the 
1 diſcover their affection 
to the work but not a man in ſome places 
appeared. Some through worldly fear, 
doubting State-changes, and revolutions; . 
others (we fear) for worſe reaſons, and 
a feu (as we believe,) wanting zeal, and 
boldneſſe to go before others in the mat- 
ters of God. Upon this there being a 
Church form ' d in one of our Congregati- 


in the choice of a-Paſtor, Officers, and 

Members, other Miniſters , and people are 

joyned to this ſociety; for which we bleſſe 

God, and in Which we are likely to walk 

till we can ſee truth, or reaſon againſt a 
| | whic 


ADE SA. 6 
which yet is not ſhewen us But 4% 
f duſt dot tkis raiſe 2 what" rumours: 
© ,the Countrey, as #f ſome strange thing 
'* had happened? how! ste we become 
* © our peoples Enemies, and grievous: bug 
thens? we cotfipHaitie' not of uncivit. di 
ſturbaneces, (we have found nome, ) buy 
of hard thoughts, and ugtempered words; 
unto which tlrat of 4 — concerii 
ing Germanic may be ea. nen 
22 2 ve 1 
aciins, 4 id ttraſigned more 
n voter [b6canſe/tnjuſtly; 
Hnd for our much 1 . hundred 
Diſcipline and holy order,” Inſtead ef ſin hundred 
wu there ever a people unde necks in one man ( one 
beaven who called themfetver faith) to ſubmit to the 
reformers, that oppoſes u PDifciphine of the Goſpel; 
more deſperately ,. and that Rider's chonfend 
wilified it, dd railed againſt We "I 
it more ſcurritouſly ? A if ir mouths opened by one 
were but advice of abi. aguiniſt it, when we obſerve 
ons Precbyterr, vat rraite-- the diforder of mens ſpirits; 


their ſuperiours, and not the a End : 
— order a lei, the“ Divine hiſtory brings 
Chriſt, as if theſe men hal to our mindes chat pation, 
A which was once ſtirred up 
tread in the dirt t 19 wy | 
rel which maſt jg in the marian A 
Mr. Ender his Saigis the tr otribes, end halfe; 
everlaſting Reſt, p. 296. when they ſu ſed a 
2* part. ſchiſme to be News run try 
broken forth, they cenfure 

deeply, 
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| in all 
It is becauſe we are bor 8 


for Butchery. Phyſicians 
to cure, — 


ſhould not we 


urgery, 


ſeek all 
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hem that 


ey eut off 


Here we muſt anſwer t 
rondetane us for coming ſhott, as others 


do 


R 


do for geing too fa rre, and doing too 


Camero much. Ihe learned diſtinguiſh, of a c 
Ea, 4: fold ſeparation, tiamely, poſitive gad ne: 
| E. on gative. T he; firſt we condemme, unſeſſe 
| upon weighty and juſt;grounds. Ihe ſe- 


cond we Rre acting in, namely, making a 


ſeparation in qur Congregations, not ſe- 
. from our Chutches, but from 
ſame corruptions in them, in order unto 
Reformation. So did: our Sa viourz he l- 
ved in unity with the Jewiſh Church in ne- 
ceſſary Ordinances, hut yet ſeparated from 


it in ne corruptions in ſome things, 


Aty. Hil- as in the -waſhings, and miſ-obſervation 
derſham on of che Paſſeovet, namely, on a wrong time. 
Job. p.67. Churches are to be made new, as Chriſti- 

ans are, by reſtoring that which was loſt, 
Ar. Cotton We are not ſo ſtrong, as they ſeem to be, 
againſt who renounce their Miniſtery, and Con- 


2 gregations, as nullities. It ĩs no ſmall mat- 
I 


118, 119, ter to deſtroy Churches and to ſcatter | 


s the 5, flocks: It hath been matter of repentance 
t. unto ſome, the ſgduciogofmen from hear- 
ing inPariſh-Churches,and teaching them 

to account their Miniſtery a falſe Mini- 
ſtery, and onr profeſſors no viſible Saints, 

It is ſuppoſed by us, that ſome at leaſt of 

our Congregations are found in their eſ- 
ſen.ials; and ſo capable of Reformation: 
theſe we would cure, not deſtroy. We are 
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fuſion 7650 true 5 ches in the Toweſt ca- 


pacity; we not (as we conceive) 855 
| 115 Forfuke fe Hembiies, whith "God _ . 


for en but is preſent with, 
in the Word, | and DoAtine of ſalva- 


tion. 
Rięid and OY ſeparation carries 
c t wich it, and rather hinders chen 
firthets the amendment of evil men. The 
eparadiſt hach ſeſdome” been ſtea- 
dy, or reſted,” tiff” all inſtirured worſhip, 
and 7 klares of God are ſeparated 
is rhe ſaying of acute Baxter, 
Commonly the ctueſt opinion lies in the 
ore particularly, 


= We ſeparate not, as to the Word 


27 ale er, becauſe a*mixture is alloπẽ,jj | 
oe oiity? in the judgement of te 
ddly learned, as before, but by the e. 
amp] of the "Weed OS; and true reaſon, ......... 
| ores” bave been 1 to bot 


ng the or- 

ö ws Chriſt: 
h e fd ents fe. 
ch u Wo £0 
be pres preſence of. 282 f 


Vers 


2 and 


6, 
5 = or with * A 
then to pray wit 


— can be no 5 Sie tis 
are,.commanded to do, h at 

ben their own the wake them. un: 
able to do as they 

Simon HMagmio; pray, . Fe 22. 

1 ſaw. bim in the. gall of bite 


105 that which. is-Javyhul i 74 it & 


200 VE e Y; at ſo 
are prayer and hear 
7 Fg 50 Baptiſme, wi 
Diſciplina ber- 25 
ee e cee 
jungi ſolet ab. optimis true, but ſick, and co 
— [lia 5,4 Dei the truth or ſome KN 
Ps 
oo nota ſmpicite ent (as to theirefſence)we.t] 
lis & reciproci „W e can Nee. A 
: weque relique dug) 4 may bein . 755 
completum tamen ler 
He ſt atum neceſſ, eſſario Hy 5 


ef adeſſe. Ameſ. Mex qc 
dul. Theol. c. Werkes. . 


„ SSS ZS See £52 5m45-8 — 


T 3 and. w_ ae further, 
Are Ic as having mat» 
ter and f. 1 of Churches, but not 
ae diſorder at preſent, We. 
e Wi to diſcuſſe in another fit place 
is queſtion wich our brethren 
minded, Woh: on Churches of 
215 de crue Churches (becaule it is 
binge of many, other controverſies 7) 
and we will e to ptove that 
es which is enough where all are 
— 1 orme true Churches, 
ſe the Controyerſie would 


925 be ended, were the characters of 
uiſibility agreed "nr The Word and Sa- 
ble Chace ye paſſed. as notes gf a vi- 
in the judgement o ee 
dai, Zanchy 2 almoſt. all good 
Writers aun this day; and although we 
way and muſt allow diſcipline to have a 
in the definiwion of ſound, and 
» YET to put all, or moſt 
upon t ee rene & unrea· 
ſogable. aks ſomewhat to the 
Las we gonceive) fully 
| Na a ys the Reader. Men 
e and not contradicts 
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1 | 
ter of a true viſible Churep: but ſuch on 
Churches have, though” not Me 0 
which the Apoſtles Churches fad n 
The forme of à Church is the union 
the body with Jeſus Chriſt, which 8 
(viſibly) by living under Golpel-Ordi/ 
nances confeiencioufly diſpenſed ;"rhe 
forme of à man is che "union of the 
ſout and body together. Ordinances 
are the ligaments chat tye Cbriſt and the 
Church together. * Nom che means can- 
not be denied to be with us, no, nor 
the effect of the meanes, therefore with 
us is the forme of viſible Churches. Now 


( _ a little cleared our ſuppoſi ition, | 


upon this account it follows, that all i 
fanis borne in our Churches are to be 
baptized: For Congregational Chu 

(as chey ate called) do baptize all thi 

infants, we follow in this the ſame ground 
and p e, If any object that ſundry 
of the parents are ungodly, whoſe chi 
dren we baptize; We ask, whether they 
can deny baptiſme to che childe eto 

member; {how offenſive — 

the ſenterice-of cutting off upon 
bim? Theſe ſuppoſed wicke DARE 
ther (as chtriaFor 8 are not ex 
communicated, What therefore ſhould! 
binder their childrens bapriſine?- belle 
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(129) * | 
the children are not baptized. in their 
right alone, but in the Churches: Where 
the childe is borne a member, being ho- 
ly (federally) by birth and therefore to 
be baptized, We look to ſee ſo much as 
may perſwde us in charity to take a mans 
profeſſion to be ſerious, before we thinx 
him fit to · come to the ſealing, and di- 
ſtinguiſning Ordinance, a remote right . Per- 
may ſerve to bring in his childe, but * aye” 
nearer right ( in att. primo, (as the learn. . vol. p. 
ed (peak) that is preſent, and viſible ) is 284. 
neceſſary to a mans ſelf, | 
While a father is ſequeſtrable, or ſeque- 
ſtred, his ſonne hath the right of an heire. 

Under excommunication it ſelf (as ſome 

think) it being for the ſouls good, there 
remaines (fo terrible as it is) ſome dor- 

mant, or virtual right ſtill : and therefore 

it is a queſtion, whether formal excom- 
munication of the Parents, f 

do cut off che ſeed from all . be bend a 
Church: priviledges? Charity jr 5 een _ 
may embrace the childe in e be not male ſo 0 
ſome one initial Ordinance, agree (viz. Jas Hooper, 
when it cannot embrace the 4 Ridley in the pri- 
parent in all. ſon, yea, that we be 


Eut to cloſe this, We ate. „ N 1 
not of thoſe that take delight ar. Burroughs on 
in making differences among Hoſea p. 131, 

K the 
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herein the Scripture: grounds and 


.. (130) : 
the godly more wide , but ( as equal- 
ly tender of peace and holineſſe, of uni. 
ty and piety: ) do humbly defire all pro- 
Ning religion in earneſt to lay to heart 
Satans, and profane mens advantage by 
the Churches diviſions. O pray for the 
peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper 
that love it. But alas, inſtead of prayers, 
fightings. The godly were better friends 
when they enjoyed leſſe liberty: but this 
doth not pleaſe God, nor become his 
children: our fear is that if the godly u- 
nite not under mercies, God may bring 
together by ſome common calamity. | 


— 


SECT. XXV. 


roofes for our way and prattice are 
- ff held forth. 1 | 


leſſe to warrant our practice, are theſe 
among many others, 1 Cor. 13.40. 7er.15, 
19, 2Theſ.3.2. 6, 14, 15, verſes, 1 (br. 


The texts which contribute more 4 


5. 11. Mat. 7. 6. I Cor. 11.27, unto che | 
end, compared with 7ade ver. 23. 1 Tin. 
5.22, Heb. 13. 17. 1 Pet. 3. 15. 2 Chyon 

5 - 23. 


— 
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4 (132) 


al- 23:19; Joel 3. 17. Nabum 1. 15. Zach. 
l- | 12. 21. Unto all theſe, And 
ab 1. Unto, 1Cor.14.40. Let all things be The firſt 
k done decently, and in order. This is a ge- Frocf. 
p neral rule ſerving unto the worlds end, 
% to direct the Churches in matters of | 1 
ſper outward worſhip, whereof this of ad- Y 
a miſſion to, and excluſion from the Lords 
able is one; ſuppoſe now we had no 


| on particular watrant from Gods Word to 

re us out, yet if our coarſe be holy, 

J and orderly, it hach warrant from that 

general rule. Cu 
Courſes that have an excellent, and 
— I doly uſe inthe Church, may be juſtified 

by this text (being well managed a- B. Abbot 

gainſt all the world. It is confeſſed by one, — 


and it is the minde (we beleeve) of the — 


and moſt moderate, and ingenuous of our 116. 
ye | adverfaries,that it were a glorious and 

comfortable thing, if none but holy per- 
- fons did draw neer to this holy Table. We 

aſſume,Bur a general rule will beare up a 
theſe) Slorious and comfortable practice in the 
el Charch. He fayes (in another place) 

75 „J chat it is the Miniſters miſery, that he 
16} muſt admit all. This (muſt) is without 
f _ nd of God, or _ If 8 

| ſeeme neceſſaty, but yet a miſery , an 

r they (the Min ters) enſible of it, why 
. K 


2 em- 


0 5M 
(132) ; 
embrace they not wich joy the liberty now 
'i given to exclude the unworthy ? He is not 
ſenlible of his miſery, that embraceth not 
the remedy. It could not be a miſery but 
as it is ſinne; and if a ſinne to admit all, 
as undoubtedly it is (as our Congrega - 
tions are) a great one, then Gods Word 
muſt warrant the excluſion of ſome. If 
a miſery, why doth not the ſenſe of this 
miſery ſtirre up men to act in courſes 
of reformation? But they will tell you, 
they want a command from men, and 
therefore cannot do as they would, This 
is but a ſhift of unwilling, mindes. Is not 
Gods Word our rule, giving a command 
for all Goſpel- duties? We will not un- 
dertake to ſpeak the minde of the higher 
powers in this matter; only this we be- 
lee ve, that they give more liberty then is 
taken, and we hope they will ſatisfie the 
juſt deſites of the godly in this thing. 
ſhe Magiſtrate doth command Miniſters 
to do theirduty, but leaves them to the 
Word for their rule. There be Ordinan- 
ces of Parliament (which are in force 
while the ſame Patliament ſits that made 
them) which do authorize the keeping 
back of all ignorant and ſcandalous per- 
ſons. It is not good to father our own 
corruptions , and unwyllingneſle to oy 
wor 


HA PR 
work of reformation on the State. Let not 
107 | Miniſters ſay they want authority, while 


not they have the authority of the Word. 
= Let us aske the learned, what other war- 


rant, or authority, beſides the general 
all, rule fore-mentioned, had the Ancients for 
8%" | all their wary diſcipline, and ſeparating, 
ord. | and diſtinguiſhing orders about the Lords 
| Supper ꝰ No particular warrant from the 
Word (we are aſſured) as-to their or- 
ſes ders of Penitents, and courſes about 
ou, them. | 


and | 2% 

This The Text then, 1 Cor. 14.40. will yield 
not this Argument. 

and , | 

152 Whereis no due order in Sacramental 


gher ad miniſttations, there Gods Word is not 

be⸗ obſerved; But where all are admitted | 
there is no order: Therefore in the ad- 

miſſion of all Gods will is not ob- 

ung. | ſerved. * 

ſters The Major is very clear; Gods Word 


the commanding order, it cannot be obſer» 

nan- ved without it. | 

v6 The Afinor may be further proved. \ 
nade Where there is mixture, and confuſion 


ping of good and bad fit and unfit, there is 

per- no order. But where all are admitted is 

on this mixture. Ergo. | 

oF K 3 We 
ki 
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* (134 
We do not well ſee what can be de- 
nied here. 

Laſtly, as the courſe which others 
walk in is contrary to this role, ſo ours is 
according to ir. 


Which may be thus drawn out: 


Thar courſe, and way which doth na- 
turally , and directly tend to ſet up order, 
and holineſſe in the Chureh, is warrant- 
able by this text ; 

But our way doth ſo tend. 


The Minor is thus proved. 


Where only ſuch are admitted, and all 
ſuch are admitted as can challenge right 
to the Sacrament by the Word of Chriſt, 
there due order and decency are ob⸗ | 
ſerved. 

But ſo it is with us, 

Therefore with us is a direct nnd 
cy unto koly order and decency. 


SECT. 


(2x35) 


_ 
— — 


— 
— 


SECT. XXVL 


herein of that text, Jer. 1 . 19. if thou 
takeſt fotth the precious from the vile, I've 
then ſhale thou be as my mouth, - 


Not to mention variety of interpreta- F. 26. 


tions: it may be otherwiſe worded thus: 

If thou ſeparate the flexible, ingenuous, 
and godly Jews, from the hardened, pro- 
fane, and obſtinate. 

This is oſt likely to be the truth, be- 
cauſe he ſpeaks of perſons, not of things; 
not of graces, and corruptions, but of 
men, namely, precious ones, and vile ones, 
fax he ſaith (them, namely men) in the 
next words. What by taking out ? This 
is a Metaphor alluding to Goldſmiths re- 
fining mettals, taking the heavieſt from 
the lighter; the heavieſt mettal being pu- 


reſt. Some give the ſenſe in this manner: If 
thou ſeek to win the good from the bad. 


Others thus, If thou wiſely make a differ- 
ence between the prophane, and godly. 
Now- there is a threefold ſeparation, as 
ſome diſtinguiſh. 

1. Miniſterial , or Doctcinal, which is 
twofold, K 4 1. In 


3 ou 
* n 
8 + 


4 436) 

t. In preaching, which is called a d- 

viding the Word aright. 
2. By preaching, namely, when by Gods 
bleſſing che Word preached converts 
\ ſome, and ſo ſeparates them from the 
world, or men uncalled, | 
2. The other kinde is Practical ſeparation; 
this is when in ſome things of converſa- 
tion we turne from ſome men; of which 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 5 | 

3. The third kinde of ſeparation is 

Eccleſiaſtical, which is properly the act 
ofthe Church, or its Officers. This is alſo 
twofold. | 
1. When a company of men do ſepa- 
rate from an Idolatrous Church, (as we 
See Came» from Rome juſtly) and do make another 
_ Ec- Chirrchzof this, Rev. 18. 4. and many o- 
402, ther Texts: This the learned call a poſitive 
ſeparation. " 

2. Another is when a Church doth 
feparate from the ſcandalous members'of 
her own body, or ſeparate ſuch as are 
ſcandalous from her; This hath been, and 
may be practiſed, being grounded upon 
this, and other texts of Scripture; as, 
2 Theſ. 3.6. of which hereafter. - This is 
termed a negative ſeparation, in a Church, 
not from it, This is our caſe, we ſeparate 
only in that wherein thoſe ſeparated 

from 
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from cannot lawfully joyn ; the lawfulneſs 


of this is bortended for by this, and ga» -k 


ny other Scriptures, The text in hand 4s 


by many taken as ſpeaking only of do- 


Arinal ſeparation in preaching ; but this 
cannot be: for the following words are 


_ expreſſed for more, for a practicall ſepara» 


tion atleaſt: Returne not rhou to them, 
let them come to thee; that is, walk thou 
Jeremy in a right way thy ſelf, and draw 
2s many to thee as thou canſt. He ſpeaks 
of making, and maintaining a perſonal 
ſeparation, as to ſome things of God. He 


| ſpeaks of ſeparating perſons. 


Further. if the opinion be true, that the 
text alle dged allows only a doctrinal ſe- 
paration in preaching;and denies any o- 


ther, then Excommunication falls, and al 


the Religious practices of the 
Ancients ( who make divers 
ſorts in che Church, as hath 


been ſhewn) muſt be, and are 


condemned. Ft hath been a rule 
in expounding Scripture, that 
we mult nor limit it, and ſtrai- 


ten it, when the Spirit leaves 


it free, and general; now they 
do limit for their own ends, 
who will have it ſpeak only 
of differencing mens ſpiritual 

eſtates 


The Miniflers of the 
Goſpel, aud New Teſta- 


ment ought is make dif- 


berween the 


ference 


_ godly and wicked, as © f 


much as in them licibs to 
accept and receive he 
one, and 19 rejet and 
exclude the from 


the publick prapers of — 


the Church. & from the 
{acred Table of Cbriſt: 
hence is the command 10 
the Church of Cor inch, 


| 7 
aul to the Paſtor as the eſtates by preaching. Wh 
principal * Adds knows not that Church · cen 
zheſe 8 4 ſures were under the Old Te- 
 Jer.15-19. this 

More in that learned, r ſtament, and that there was 

odly man Mr. $:ocke, (then) an Eccleſiaſtical ſepa- 
in bis Commentary on ration, or caſting out, but 
Mal. p. 129, & 130. that the love of carnall 


liberty makes men forgetful? | 
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But to ſumme up this text alſo. 


That which God commands is our duty. 
But God commands more then a do- 
ctrinal ſeparation in applying the Word. 

Therefore more is our duty. 


The Minor is proved in the open - | 
ing of this text, and by the res- 
ſons given upon it. What reaſon, and 
cauſe we have to make ſome ſeparation in 
our Aſſemblies, the whole land ſaw, (the 
godly party we mean) in every corner of 
it, as doth appear by their petitions, and 
the Parliaments orders, and acts upon 
them: and truly he that ſees it not ne- 
ceſſary at this day, is not a little blinde; 
now if ſome ſeparation muſt be made, 
then examination and ſuch like proper 
meanes muſt be alſs, 


SECT. 


(139) — 


— — 


SECT. XXVII. 


— ——— 


herein of 2 Theſ. 3. 2, 6, 14, 15. Verſes. The third 
; _ Proof. | 


He ſpeaks of wicked men ( verſe 2.) F. 29. 
which he will have noted, ( verſe 14. ) | 
that is,cenſured,as is plaine ; and that not 

as to civil converfation only, for herein :Cor.5.10 
more liberty hath been, and may be taken, —— Jae, 
as hereafter may be ſhewn. The beſt Di- i 
vines do expound verſes 14.15. of Church- zis vigilan- 
cenſures, So by Anftin of old, ſpeaking 218 quieſ- 
touching mixture in the Church: This 1% 


may be, provided that Church - cenſures „d 


be not neglected (faith Auſtin alledging — 
the Words of our text.) So by many choice nicado, 
ones of latter dayes. Here is firſt a cha- GH 
racer of ſome falle brethren,unreaſonable 7 1 
wicked men; then a command, (ver. Sr. aug, 
6.) to withdraw, and after to note, and 45. 4. cen- 
have no company, ver. 14. which by the 72 Nona- 
following words we are conſtrained to . 
underſtand of ſome excluſion from fellow- 

ſhipin ſome Ordinances,or act of Church- 
communion, 


Note, that is, put a marke upon 9 


7 (146) 

he may be aſhamed: Non fianificate ſed 
ſignatè, as Eraſmus, and others. What | 
ſhould this black mark be? Is it caſting 11 
out by excommunication? No, that is too || te 
much at firſt, the excommunicate is to be 
accounted as a Heathen, not as a brother, 
What, is it only by leaving his ſociety in | —— 
civil things? No, that is as much too lit- 

tle, and hardly to be done, ſuch may his 

Dr Sclaier relations be. Therfore meant of withdraw- 


Cor. 5 13 


* ke ing in ſacris, namely, in holy things. Thus Wh 
| judge the beſt, and ſoundeſt Interpreters, c. 
Some cenſure; either the greater, as Ex- to 
communication; or the leſſer, as Suſpen. | 4 

tion from the Lords Table muſt be. It is 01 


noted as a puniſhment to be in the ſight 

of the Church, ſuch a noting, and with. 
drawing, as tends to the faming, and fille 
reforming of ſcandalous. and miſliving | mig 
brethren. Suſpenſion from civil ſociety, I PP 


is leſſe ſhaming. But to end this tent. my 

* = £2 

Noting . offending brethren ſo as to plac 

| ſhame them, is holy, and neceſſary. | 0 
9 But ſuch is our ſuſpenſion of miſliving 1 82 
men. ; = Era 

Therefore holy and neceſſary. by ( wi 

I don 


That it hath, and doth bumble, experi- Sac 


ence proves. What noting, or ſhaming 
wor 
is My 
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is there, or can there be in general ca- 
veats, and warnings ?: who ſees not that 

> | the groſſeſt men take neither ſhame, nor 


« | warning by them. 

. ; 

A | Tony 

* 8 

5 Ser. XXVIIL 

] » INE. ; 
herein of theſe words: If any man that i 

J called a brother, be a fornicator, or cove- 

* toi, or an idolater, or a railer, or 4 The fourth 
bo  drunkard, or an extortioner, with ſuch a roof. 
is one no not to cate, 1 Cor. 5. II. 

I | 


„We will not cloy the Reader with autho- — 
n ties of moſt learned, and holy men, which 17%. 1 ch. 
g || might here be multiplied. The Centuriſts p. 275 
V apply this text to the Sacrament, that he 4% 124 


will not have meat taken; this belongs to excindun- 


. 5 tur cg 
| Viſcipline ( ſaith Zoſſanus upon the „ nione 
o | place.) Eccleſia. 


Others are as expreſle, as Martyr, Be- ers in 

g 24, who defends Aquinas in this againſt his nor. 
BN Eraſmus, This text affords an argument in {9c 
( which way ſoever taken) againſt. admiſ- ? 5*© 
ſion of drunkards, and ſuch like to the Quand 


's Sactament. ar; = ona 
b ene © viauſacro, 
8 If by eating you will underſtand. com ſaith Par- 


mon bread, then ĩt followes 4 minuri, from? on ibe 
| the place. 


© 
(142) | 
che leſſer, to the greater, that if we may thre 
Re not car common, much leſſe ſacred bread Chr 
with fuch men, But, wot 

3. If we take it for Sacramental eating, bis 
then we have an Apoſtolical injunction, 2. 
againſt the coming of ungodly ones to ſoc 
the Lords table, and by conſequence an wil 
allowance of ſeparation as to ſuch, and of | II 

N trial in order to it. Now that this is the | eat 
true meaning of the words, is to be proved | 
many wayes. 

* By he context, for the whole Chap- Dil 
ter concernes Church-fellowſhip, and fur 
cenſures. 

It is about caſting out of the Inceſtuous bef 
perſon, as every one ſees; marke theſe My 
words which follow immediately (Done | | 
we judge them that are within? )thenhe | — 
ſpeaks of judging,that is, of aChurch-cen- 
fare; therefore inferres as a concluſion, 
Put away from among you that or the 
like) wicked perſon. | 

2. It may be proved by theſe reaſons 

| out of the text. | 
of 1. If meant of common bread, then 
this abſurdity followes , that I may not | | 
fir at an ordinary, or dine, or ſup any | 
where, if any ungodly man be preſent; 
what aſnare will this be to mens conſci- 
ences, confidering that we account _— 
thren 


Vs 


0 iy a | 
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thren (in a larger ſenſe ) that profeſſe 
Chriſt > ſo that ir muſt ſend us out of the 
world, and put us to borrow Novatus 
his laddet. 
2.He means not the withdrawing of civil 
ſociety by particular perſons in a private 
way, but of the Church; for to them he 
writes; therefore meant of Church- 
eating. 
3. The nature of the recited ſinnes 


, ſhew that he intends ſcandals calling for 


Diſcipline, and coming under the like cen- 
ſure with inceſt. 

4. He had ſpoken of keeping company 
before, therefore (eat not) containes 
more then a denial of civil converſe. 


SECT. XXIX. 
of Matth, 7. 6. Give not that which 


i holy unto dogs, neither caſt ye 
your pearles before ſwine. 


The fifth 
Proof. 


The conceit (here) of ſome is, that F. 29. 
this is meant of preaching the Goſpel un- p 
to the Gentiles, but much beſides the 
marke, Some reſtriction we read of, as 

to 


L - 


Mat. 5. 10. 


Act. 13. 46 


* 0 


| 44) | 
to going into the way of the Gentiles; but 
this was bat for a time, afterwards we 
reade, Lo, we turne unto the Gentiles, 
this fancy evacuates the text, and makes 
it to be as a Bee without a ſting. Others 


will have the words to be meant onely 


of thoſe that be open perſecutors, or of 
dogs, by a legall cenſure, namely, ſuch 
as have been proved, and judicially fo 
made, which they do ſuppoſe none to be 
(in atta, vel potentia,)becauſe Church-go- 
vernment is unſettled. There is ſome 
truth in this laſt, but (yet) as it is urged 
by ſome itis but a ſhift : The truth (that 
we grant) is, that every private Chriſti- 
ans Cenſure does not make a man to be a 
dogge, but the ſentence of ſuch as have 
ſome power from Chriſt to keep back 


- from an Ordinance;. but the ſnift is this, 


That becauſe now gouernment is unſet- 
led, therefore none may be taken, or 
lookt on as ſuch. This we cannot cloſe 
with; we beleeve that Miniſters of the 
Goſpel may act by vertue of their com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, upon their own 
knowledge or conſcience, as to cenſuring, 


by not admitting ſuch as are ſcandalous. 


Do prophane men ceaſe to be dogges, be- 
cauſe there is not a compleat Judicatory 
to judge them? No, they are ſo n 

| the 


(145) 


Gods wayes make thetn- ſuch, the Scri- 
pture interprets this expreſſion to ſigniſie 
men of a profane life, See 2 Pet. 2. 18, 19, 
20,22. Prov. 26.11. A dogge tur netb to bis 
vomit, and ſo a foole to ſes; 2a that is: a 
wicked man to his ſinne. Now if the will 
of Jeſus Chriſt be, that this fountaine be 
kept pure, as Chryſeſſeme ſpeaks, that is, 
that the precious Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper be not proſtituted unto men of vi- 
cious lives, then our endeavour to keep 
off the unfit, is fully the minde of Cbrin 
too, But the firſt is true; Therefore, 


- WC 


Laſtly, where none are kept back, where 
no courſes of diſcipline are acted in, but 
preaching alone, there.chis Command of 


_ Chriſt is not obſerved at all. 


It is cleare that the Yacrament is holy, 
and that vicious men are ſwine, then to 
give them the Sacrament is to pro- 
phane it, which ſhould not be given 


way unto, But, 


See more of this key wp 42+ 

ObjeB. It is objected by 
Word preached is a pearle- too, and 
upon this account not to be preacht un- 
to ſwine, | 


Anſw. The word is indeed a pearle, Aaſw. 
L 


and 


| * — 0 "wy "mY 
the Word, their ſinnes, and contempt of 


ome that the Objet?. 
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and ſome men are ſo ſwiniſh, and dog- 
ged, that this text will warrant our ſilence 
toward them, but the objection is weak; 
for von eff eadem ratio, as we ſay, the rea- 
fon is not the ſame; For though © the 
Word, and Sacrament be boch jewels, 
yet the one is neceſſary to converſion, to 
make them that be ſwine to become 
ſheep; and doppes, lambs: but of 
this before. So then ſanifa canibu 
is a harſh diſcord to that ſweet note of 
the Ancient Church, Sands ſantty, 
namely, holy things to holy men. " 


— 


ming 


S * C . TEL. 

of. 1 Cor. 11.27. unto the end of the 
Chapter , compured with, ver. 23. of. 
the Epiſtle of Jude. h 


Many things for our purpoſe. may be 
drawn hence: In the former text there is 
2 danger repreſented, — detect- 
ed in unworthy receivi In the other = 
text a duty towards — that are apt to yy 
runne into this danger, and to neglect | 

their warning. In that the Apoſtlowould ay 

Le | ave 


5 
1 
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have mea to examine themſelves, and ſo 
4 Meurs, that ſuch as do eat wor- 
thily muſt be people of knowledge, and 


grace; for ſuch onęly can, and will ex- 


themſelves; 50 that if ſelf-exa- 
mination be neceſſary to go before recei- 
ring, then ſuch as do not, or cannot, 
ought to be excluded ; and the danger 
» ſo capital, there ſhould be a pre- 
venting thereof in others to their utmoſt. 
Now 1t is very certaine that a natural 
man, an ignorant, impenitent p@ſon. 
cannot prforme his duty of examin- 
ing, therefore all ſuch ought to be ex- 
cluded. That which we examine for(as to 
one principal part I is, whether people 
can Examine themſelves ? which we are 
allured many eanot do; who yec are leſt 
by many Miniſters to elyes , and 
defire ſo to be. Upon this ground in- 
fants, fooles, and mad men are not ad- 
mitted; becauſe unable to exam ne them- 
ſelves ; now ſuch as he wicked men can- 
not be (rationaily) ſuppoſed either able 
or willing to ery, or judge themſelves, 
de irie fooles , wanting that 

pruderice , ed and ſef-ſuſpicion , 
jon are the principles of this enaminati- 
onzt! FO a good abſent, nor e- 
vilprefenc way are full of falſe confidence. 
1 and 


4 (148) : 
and Laodecean ſecurity. How ſhould 3 
natural man be willing to ſuch a work? 


He that lives in ſinne, and is unconverted, 


hath no principle to walk in the wayes 
of God freely; he may play the Ape, and 
do (as to outward works.) what he ſees 


others do, but as for diſcerning in the. 


Ordinance, or ſearching his own heart 
before, theſe are things far above him. 
We do then our own work, not other 
mens, while we try their fitneſſe, and ca · 
pacitto examine themſelyes. | 


Sz cr; XXXI. 
On 1 Tim. 5. ea Mieder be partakers 
of other mens ſins. | 


Other mens ſinnes becoming ours, will 
prove as terrible to our conſciences, 36 
any originally our own. The evafions 
applied to this text are many. We are not 
partakers of other mens ſins, (ſay ſome) 
while we exhort the unworthy. not to 
come, ſetting before them the danger of 
ſuch coming; which is all that lies on 
us to do. But we ſuſpect the inſuffici- 


ency 
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| (149) 
ency of this excuſe. If a Miniſter be ſiG- 
lent and do not reprove the ſinnes of 
his Congregation, he is guilty by filence of 
their ſinnes, this is truth. But yet though 
ſilence makes guilty, yet bare reproving 
doth not make ers reponing nor our 


full duty. A Miniſters reproving & binding 


the 'impenitent in the Congregation by 
denunciation of Gods judgements may 
clear him ( ad hoc, ) or as a Preacher, but 
not as a Ruler or Steward. Fot if the ſame 
Miniſter ſhall looſe the ſame men by gi- 
ving them the ſeales of the New Cove- 
nant, which is in effect to tell them, that 
they are Saints intereſted in Goſpel · pri- 
viledges, and promiſes, or juſfified per- 
ſons, we muſt fear that the guilt which 
was thruſt out at y , comes 


in again at the back- 
It muſt needs be, that Miniſters obſer- 
ving the ſtate of their flock, ſhall, and 
will finde, and know among them ſome 
that are very ſottiſh, worldly,and wicked: 
now are they not guilty of theſe, or ſuch 
mens ſinnes, when they admit them,know- 
ing them to be in the gall of bitterneſſe, 
ſo far as fruits can ſhew it? In the text 
we are upon, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Ordi · 
nation of Miniſters, wherein by not exa- 
mining the perſons ey ordained, guilt 
| 3 is 
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DS: (250) | 
is contracted, and this is when that great 
work is done without examining, or pro- 
ving, As 17m. 3. 10. then it is ſudden 
In like manner the giving of the Sacra- 
ment is fudden, and guiky , (though but 
once in à yeare ) where no difference or 
trial is made of them that come; but as in 
fer oboams dayes, he that would might be 
a Prieſt, ſo he that will (though of the 
baſeſt of the people) may be a gueſt at 
the Lords Balle ker ene run off, 
by thinking the fault is is not theirs, 
while the act is other mens, but orher 
mens ſins may be ours. As in civil Judi- 
cat ories there are Principals and Acceflo- 
ries, ſo before God there will be too and 
non-ex aminers, are Aceeſſories before 


. 


on Heb, 13. 17. Obey them that have 


reach almayts to give an anſwer to and nineth 


We joyne theſe together that we may 
- poſtles appearing for us, the one requi- 


f (251) 


wa K 1 1 1 8 = 


Gn cT. XXXII. 


the rule vver you. 1 Pet. 3. 15. Be rhe eighth | 
every one, that asketh you a reaſon ©" 
$4 5 that is in you, with meek- 
neſſe and feare. . 1 5 


be the ſhorter. Here ate two famous A- §. 32. 


ring confeffion of faith even before ene. 
mies; that which we in order to 
mens diſcovery of Weir knowledge, is but 
in eſſect the confeſſion of their faith, or 
an anſwer, or teaſon of their hope. Now 
if rhis were to be given before an enemy, 
then much more, and eafrer is it to be 
made before friends: Such as deſire to 
be helpers of mens faith, not upbraiders of 
their weskneſſe. 
Nod expecting more ſubmiſſion from a · 
nyithen they (hope) to ſreœẽ meekneſs, aud 
gencleneſſe to al. * 

As to the other text, Obey them that have 
bv rate over jon. L4 They 


% 


6 
They that would conſtrue it of the Ma- 
iſtrate; forget themſelves very much; 


yet the Apoſtle could not mean ſuch here. 
He ſpeaks of actual Governours at that 
time. Now were there any (then) that 


did watch over the ſoules of beleevers ?- 


Were they not enemies to them, and their 
faith? But now if we take Guides, and Rus 
lers to be Miniſters, (which is che opini- 


on almoſt of all Expoſitors) then theſe 


things will follow. 


1 Thel. 5, 7+ That the people under them muſt be 


. 


ruled and govetned by them, for the title 


Tim. 3. j of Rulers enforceth duty. 


4.11. 


2. Miniſters muſt give an account of 


5-17- them, which cannot be well done without 


r WADA LUST GS IEG. ee» 


taking knowledge ef their eſtates, 

3. They muſt not anly preach and ex- 
-hort , but doall elſe, which may conduce 
to the peoples ſalvation. 

4. If people obey not, they hurt - them- 


ſelyes two wayes : 


1. By ſinning directly againſt this com- 
mand. * 

2. By ſadding their Paſtors heart, and 
ſo leſſening their profit by his M-niſte- 
ry. All theC are applicable to our pur- 
poſe, urging activity on the Miniſters as 
well in diſcipline as in preaching,” and 

» - +: calling 


or though they be Rulers ina true ſenſe, - 


57 , 


| 4: 
calling "loudly for compliance from 


the people. 


* * " 0 


— 
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— 3 


On Lev. 13. 5. 2 Chron. 23. 19. Foel The 1125 
3.17. Nahum 1. 15. Zach. 14 21. 135146 


15. Prooft. 


Theſe Texts, (Lev. 13. S. 2 C bros. 23. S 33. 
19.) have an equity in them, which is 8 
Argamentat ive. May none enter the 
gates of s houſe being unclean in any 
thing ? then ſtill there need Porters in 


Gods houſe to keep out men morally un- 


cleane; ſnall we be leſſe tender in the ſub- 


ſtance, then they were in the 
ſhadow? - 2 
That of Leviticas ſhews that 
the prieſts were made Judges 
of the peoples fitneſſe, as to 
the legal qualification: then 
may Miniſters try and diſcern 
(by vertue of this) of mens 
fitneſſe for ſpiritual commu- 


nion 


type, and 


Priefts and Prophets 
under 2 Law mw 
to reject and exclude”, 
much more they in be 
Goſpel; that which war 
not tolerable then, can 
not be now. Holy Mr. 
Stocke, p. 130. n Ma» 
lachi. 


Laſtly, tbeſe Texts, Joel 3. 17. Naum 
1. 15. Zach. 14. 21. All theſe are againſt 


the impure, and horrid mixtures, which 


in 


, (154) | 
in dur dayes are without ſufficient check 
in moſt Aſſemblies. God hath promiſed 
this bappineſſe unto his people under the 
Goſpel, that there ſhall come no more 
NM. into them the uncircumciſed, and unclean; 
— in So ſhall 5 iow that I am the Lord your 
his 5. Vol. Cod diveliing among you, og 52. 1. Now 
an Jb. if ftrang*rs, und men of Re, {thatis 
25. not enduting che yoke of Chrift) hall ill 
be mixed (knowingly) wich Gods people, 
How. is this promiſe made good The 
times of the Goſpel-will never appeare 
pure and Goſpel- lie, while this is un- 
redreſſed: nnd he that ſuffers fuch to 
paſſe and ſtand approved in the fellow. 
ſhip of the Goſpel, will be found one 
day a back-friend to holineſſe. God looks 
now for a morexg#l and ſpiritual people, 
and will not own ſuch for his as 
are graceleſſe, whateyer their profeſſion 
may be. ¶ amero obſerves well, 
Cog ety — dere Old Teſtament 
34 Das nz, os. they Chat were jews without, 
l eſe ſpiriuulia, & though ward ly, and real 
realii. In Novo Teſt. p op lane, yet they were ca- 
nu uam populi Dei s- led Gods people: but ſaith 
— 2 be) in the New it is — 
r e found; becauſe the preſent 
men Chriſto deten. ſtate is. more picitual, .- The 
name or title ann 


— 
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**.  (u55) . 
ple isnevergiven to See men, though 
„ unleſſe by antieipation, 
25:4448..10. Here is an end of the texts, 
which concſude poſitively for our endea- 
— 2 in gathering and di- 


unicants by ex- 
— al Hes lde, 


2 1 be» 
ſet up together, who knows ? 

* wok remaines yet a fourth — 
which we intend to finiſh in a few Secti - 
ons; and ſo an end of ane 


| heads are intended. Of 


I, Arguments. 
2. Objectious 
3. Queries upon the whole buſineſſe. 


* 
. 


SECT. -XXXIV. 


ej Joe | Dams, as ſe- 
may to the Scriptures alledged. 


We ſhall ſpeak here of convincing Ar- F. 34. 


guments. In the next of moving and 
perſwading That there ſhould be 
examination, and differencing of men 
in ordet to the reformation of an un- 
diſciplined Church, and prevention of 
uaworthy receivers of che Lords Sur 
This may convice: ö 


TIO. 


N . ol 7 

n : 
8 

"ox : 

1 N 


ene, 


1. Becauſe this Sacrament belongs on- 

ly to godly ones: all admitted upon 
ood grounds are ſuppoſed to be ſuch 
Fn the judgement of charity) ( vic.) to 
be true, and real beleevers. Men have a 
right (in Gods ſight) only as ſuch ; the 
wicked eat panem Domini, not panem Do- 


minum, as by Proteſtants is maintained a- 
gainſt Papiſts: and they that have no true 


grace, have à ſeal to a blanck, as their 
caſe is commonly expreſſed by our Di- 
vines. Men ſtand in the viſible Church, as 
they are apprehended to belong to the in- 
viſible. All this is ſoundly proved by our 
Saviour Chriſt, adminiſtring at firſt to 
Diſciples only, Mat. 26. 26. Not to Diſ- 
ciples in the largeſt acceptation, (for ma- 
ny profeſſed beſides) but to ſuch as were 
more peculiar was it given. Nor can we 
without much 1 take this to he an 
accidentall circumſtance, it being fore- 
determined by Chriſt ſo to have it, and 
his 7 being a rule to the Church. 
Such as are not learners of Chriſt (as the 
groſſely ignorant) or ſuch as are not ſin- 
cere lovers of Chriſt, but lovers of, and 
livers in known ſinnes, how can any man 
make thoſe to be Diſciples of Chriſtꝰ An un · 
regeuerated perſon is far from à Diſciple. 


He cannot examine himſelf,(as before )not 


at 


way to this end, namely, excluſion of 74 76- 


means, and a way found to diſtinguiſh 


| _ (157) 

act graces which he wants. None can 
take Chriſtin the Sacrament who have 
not taken him firſt in the Word.” 
Shall ſouls be thought to extend ſpititu- 
al acts which are carnal > This being ſo 
cleare it muſt needs be agreeable to the 
Word, and minde of Chriſt, to examine 
men in order to a worthy receiving, & wal- 
king up to the rule, & example of Chriſt. 

1. Poſoto fine, ponuntur media couducen-. Que Deus 
tia ad finem. The meanes, and the end probibes in 
come under the ſame command; this paſ- 2 F- 
ſes, with all learned,and intelligent men. Eclefie 
Now we finde the end commanded. Un- jadicis vis 
worthy ones are forbidden, and denied. teri. 
Who will ſay that ignorant and ſcanda- 7, gyere 
lous in life are to be admitted? Now this caecb.Ur- 
being granted, any proper, and ſufficient 6ni Parei 


cognito, p. 


| unfit, cannot want a probation 1 


rom the Word. For the end is attained 
by meanes,and is in vaine ſet forth with- 
out them. Chriſts will is that only Diſ- 
ciples (real ſouls) ſhould come to. this 
Ordinance ; Muſt there not then be a 


Gon from vers 0 * byes ee — 
omely cxpreſt eſſed by this ſimilitude: A e 
man. gives a legacy by will to certaine Falco x 
poor Scholars. Now ſhall the truſtees - 

| this 
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* — 
this Will take mens own ſayings,or traff 
reports that they are Scholars, or ty 
their ability in arts, and conpace>, Ah 
will ſay,the Truſtees may examine fuch 

as, defire the Legacy. and refuſe them 
chat will not ſubmit. Now let this $a- 
crament be rhis Legacy of Chrift, as dis 
(you know) che New Teſtament in his 
body and blood, and then apply andre- 
ſolve accardingly. If there be a-work'to 
be done, there muſt be powers to act ic, 
for powers are in vaine unleffe drawn 
inta ack, anda work is in yaine commands 

- ed without a power fotnewhere. If ad- | 
monition wilt not ſerve, there muſt he | 
a further power of ſuſpenſion, and cen- | 4 

ſure. Chriſt harh not onſy a purpoſe 9 
that this Ordinance ſhould be continued, 
but char ir ſhould befenced from profa: 
nation in the continuance. He that holds 
* up the uſe of this Ordinance, without: 1 
7, ſerring up a ſence to keep it pure, refpeds || 
too little the will, and glory of Jeſus 


Teen 


2Cor. 13.8 Chriſt, we can do nothing faith the wy 
Apoſtle ) againſt the truth, but for the | 1 _ 


truth. He ſpeaks not of doctrinal truth 
alone, but chiefly of practical, ot true ad- log 
miniſtration of Chureh- power in matters 
of piety; forbefore he threatens the uſe 
of Apoſtolical power in punifhing. TP 
e 


8e Church d. Gba ee 
ide Chu ng g „an 
rd by pv therein, and 2.0 
preſſing the contraries, ſo that to make 
no ſeparation is to croffe the very end of 
G. power; and to do againſt the 


truth of Piety , which the ApoſHe could 
not do, and we ſhould 50 we be 
[on 2s wetted, th by ſome for 


I — 
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walls unto Miniſters > And 0- 
1 thers ſerving ta move them 
unto 4 right tranſattion of 


* 


110 0 


We ſhall commend divers heads, of 6255+; 
conſideration , and perſwaſion withour 353: 


much * es 
7. — — . the evils = Motive. 
owing the negle this, or any like 
— 8 will make a r Fart | 
Ant chiefly" God b provoked to His 
remove our Candleſtick for neglect of 3.4, 4 2. 
| Church- 167, 
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Church-Cenſures upon ſcandalous offen- 
ders, conſidering Apoſtles. Words, 
A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump, 
1Cor. 5 6. 

Alas, we have not only a little leaven 
in our Congtegations, but are 
wheres) even lumps of leaven, as to the. 
practice of known finnes. Our corrupti- 
ons unleſſe appeared againſt will pro- 
vokeGod to depart from us: Thy Camp ſbal 
be holy, that he may ſee no unc leaus thing 
in thee, and depart from thee , Deut. 
32.14. 

2. The ſecond evil is the confuſion of 
ſoules by ordinary and common profa- 
nation; eating and drinking their own 

- damnation. 8 Gs 

3- Abuſe of the blood of Chriſt, by be- 
ing too prodigal thereof, 

4. Obſtructing the reformation of the 

Churches we live in, 

5. Croſſing the deſires of the godly in 

F.: the land, and the actings of the State 


Omnet . 

ſonpliciter herein. EIN 

pellamus ,  - 6. Degenerating from the primitive 

Just in- times, and all true "Antiquity. Witneſſe 

4 w- the forecited courſes of the Ancient 
+4 Churches, and the Words of Chryſoſlome, 


Ch s . 
2 7 Hom, Let us keep away all without exception 


83. on that we ſee to come unworthily. 
Mat. p. 19 8 Theſe 


is 0 161 7 "3 5,5 
- | © Theſeand many more we might repres 
ſent (viz. all former attempts this way 
, | fall to the ground, Malignancs, and Neu- 
rers made to rejoyce at out 'confuſion , 
2 | grieving the godly in communion, who!” 
; | chough they dare nocraſhly ſeparate from 
> | a Church, yet defi Ire a differencing by cen- 
- | fure in it. Thus not of late, >: it 
but of old. Werſhall preferit* lee Hum- 
but one, or ns _ former * * 
times. Gne good learning > ff” 
and good eſteeme writes — 2 
from of the Church Anglicmum,p. 23. 
fe | where tes, I cannotwon- 
der _ (faith he) or grieve e- 
| | nough, when I perceive in theſe places 
Church-diſcipline" to be rejected. And to 
be either none ot too looſe, or not vigi- 
Wp. where yet elſe a ttue 
| of religion is ſeen, asf. the Gael 

Souls - be” e "then hve < 484] n Woe 
| Fer Evangelically: thus he. As " -Interca 1101 deſpe- 
retiny ling i in ſuch evil times randum libenter eſſe fa- 


(as ours are * wherein wen teor, dabit poſterior æ- 
'' 245 tractuhiliores forte 
he imparce ne of ay; Fe animac, mifjora pectora 


ſtraint or cenſures as to zn noſtrg babent ſe- 
Church · fellowſhip, comforts  Cula, Acgt, Frobl. p. 
8] himſelf with hopes of better | 137. 
N | 
"Laftly, the want of making date . 


M paration 
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| paration as to the Lords Table 
Mr. cotton, ven occaſion to ſuch as hve abſokctly 
Bloody . forſaken our Congregations. .: See Maſter 
p. 99" Cotton, and others. All theſe well wei 
Sacramen- ed, they will prove, the. Churches delt 
ral ſtum- friends, that in an humble, and moderate 


bling-block way deſire che beſt meanes t o beuſed to 


— provoke its purity. | 
Motive. 2 2. The ſecond Motive, ane! e 


ation containes the great 4 
got by acting in ſome courſes of di 


ine. 
pl 1, We ſhall het better de- 
Diſciptine ef p fend the truth of our Chur-. 
reeni Chriſti, ſic un ches, while the whole Goſpel 


ratione eſt pays EU. 


ith us, and not 2 park 
gelii, eſt fands mad is W ? 

Ewvangelit pramovendiin only, and the, ol | 

ipſo Evangelio, inſtitu-. enge 6 


— Ms 5 We 1 1 . Wer 
Chriſti regnam, ne . 
— veripiunt, 655 . We ſhal the mar ct 
qui rejiciuns diſcipli- 4 n our ing , Dave 
aan. Amel. Medul..p. the better ſatisfaction in our 
27. Onnconſciences,(whilt God 
taken paines, drawn loſſe our e- 
ſtares, ſtirred up the envy 2 me multi- 
rude againſt.us for his ſervice ſake) and 


adorne our piſtery 
(faith Ts 1 you 
about 0 ww 


to Mi 


bath gi · | 


1 
from the Lords Lab, 
ns 


7% 
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Ss". 


| this your ſtability , and crown; in the 
fore-cited Homily. SY 5 


which he languiſheth, and in which he f. 54 


witneſs to the excellency which the Word 


r 


3. We ſhall enjoy the ſweet ſociety . 
oftentimes of them that feare the W 

Lord, which the godly finde to be der en 
rare cordial. Men of this world (great fellowſhip 
ones) think they do not live longer then 9f ibe 

they Rave their matches, and meetings % , 
in a fellowſhip ſuirable to their ſpirits. Face - 
A ſoul having real union with Jeſus Sm Mr. 
Chriſt, findes the communion of Saints Cyl 5. * 
its proper, and natural element, out of #%+ on Job 


liveth with much pleaſure. 

4. We ſhall have the honour of pro- 
felling Chriſt, beyond the line of former 
cuſtomes, and formalicy ; and ſhall bear 


places in thoſe that be really gracious: 
None are now counted (by fome men) 
ſublime, but ſuch as are of good blood 
and birth above common men ; the ex- 
cellency that is by grace is little noted: 
The world looks on them as Jewels who. 
have ſome naturall, and outſide-luſtre, 
though never fo low, and dark creatures 
as to the way es of GO .. 
5. We reap the fruit of the prayers, 
aud dangets of thoſe renonded| Saints in 
the age before us, who defixed to ſee the 
yo M2 things 
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things we (do or might ) ſee, but did not 
ſee them, we are entred into the labout 
of their ſpirits. 


——— 


SECT: ., 
Wherein uſual Objedlions are anſwered, 


Object. One is this: The Stirres and 


Object. 1. troubles where any ſuch ſeparation is 


BENT cf - 
* 


Avſ We 


made. 

Anſw. To this our anſwer is, That the 
fartheſt we may follow peace with men 
is, as it may ſtand with holineſſe, and 
duty to God. Better to quit peace then 
holineſſe, though peace be deare. Indeed 
from a high, raſh or abſolute ſeparati- 
on there are dangerous conſequences, 
but from that which is moderate, and 
warrantable no ſuch dangers ; we muſt 
diſtinguiſh between the cauſe , and oc- 
caſion of ſtirs and diviſions, .. 0 

Chriſts Doctrine may be the one, but 
mens luſts are the other. Eſas is angry 
with acoh, now although Jacob loved 
peace, and would not willingly offend 
his brother, yet he thinks it not fit to 
part with his bleſſing to end the quarrel: 
So here reformation is neceſſary, __ 

il that 


NL tC To a ie a LGAIIT: 


d not 


that requires examination, and alterati- 
on in ſome things, which offends men 


ſons knowing, & not any way ſcandalous 


R ; 2 
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that are brethren by profeſſion; ſhall we 
now deſiſt for quietneſſe ſakeꝰthat were to 
loſe our bleſling, & to offend God by be- 
ing wanting to his providence, and our 
own duty. |: 

Object. 2. That this is not diſcern- 94;e8, 2, 
able from ſchiſme, and abſolnte ſepara- En 
tion, | 

Anſw. For anſwer to what is ſaid al- A»ſw. 
ready, we adde this: Separation from 
Churches is properly a renouncing of all 
memberſhip with them as unlaw- 
ful rigid ſeparatiſts would not com- 
municate , though they know all to be 
godly with us, this is remote from our 
thoughts. 

Object. 3. Againſt the reſponſory part 
of this dif;onte, that we do but under- 
take to prove what is granted us, name- 
ly, that all ſcandalous perſons are to be 
kept off, and therefore anſwer not. 
Anſw. But may we not retort this? The Anſw, 
Paper which is anſwered doth grant the 
maine thing we contend for, and drive 
at, and yet oppoſes us ſtifly , which is to 
prevaricate, as we take it. He that will put 
us to this task, namely, to prove that per- 


Object. z. 


M3 may 


Query. 1 


„Covenant, (which in the eyes of con- 


a, 
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(166) | 
may be kept from che Lords Table, will 


heare- of our refuſal ; the Ceconomy-of 


our way is only to exclude the viſibly un- 
worthy ,.avd no others. We do ſtill de- 
fire that all ſerious Chriſtians may enjoy 
this, and all other priviledges of the Go. 
pel. We have in our anſwer (as was ſaid 
before) oppoſed all that doeth oppoſe us, 


and: no more. Other Objections are 


touched on before. (v0 


- SECT. XXXVII 


Wherein of certaine Queries upon the 
whole buſineſſe,which is the laſt head. 


on BE 
— 
+ 


In theſe we deſire not only,or ſo much 


to ſatisfie, as to be ſatisfied by others, 


and to put others upon ſatisfying them - 
ſelveszand firſt in this: 2 | 
Whether it be not againſt the ſolemne 


ſciencious men is a ſacred tie upon all 
that have lift up their bands unto. God 
in it) not to act in ſome diſciplinary 


- courſes? For in this we have ſworn to en; 


deavour Reformation in Diſcipline, * 
e 3 C3 200 


C3 ' 
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_alcerationofcorrupr' cuſtomes to be ne- 


in or we ſaw it not neceſſaryto be ſo now; 


judgement, and ſo took Gods Name in 


weber) br man, vb der have ie, 


in another 7 Ic not this to play falt and & g. 
looſe with the Miniſtery ? We put this ret fecum. 


Oed Word.Wherice dye ma al- 
— | : 
When this was abs we fave thie 


ceſſary as to the Congregations we live 


now if the latter be true, may we not ay, 
that whoſoever ſo took it. he ſwore not in 


vaine? For he ſwore to teforme, being 
convinced of no cortuptions. But if the 
firſt be true, then we deſite to know of e- 
very Miniſter, and other man that hath 
taken it, which what conſeiente they can 
oppoſe wayes; and courſes tending to that 
ſworne endyand hom they dare to with. 

— their own-adtivicy therein? 
Whether Miniſters rontradict not 2uery. 2 
lves, in giving the Seaſ of — Ecefit ef- 


4#4raned'; bindi — — 2% B 
men in one Ordinance, a, ng them cxcludit, 


to them only; that do admit ſoch as they ow gp 
know to be ſcandalous, and ſce them (is f il 
farre as men; can ſee) to be impenitent p. 33 
This is'ordinarily done without any grief 
or ſcruple, that we hear of. In the denun- 
ciation! of Gods . the moſt 


M4 ſcanda- 


y << 1 68) 
ſcandalous of any Congregation muſt 
needs be ſometimes in the * Preachers 
e defue roleamof allable, and 
We deſire to learn of alla 

Den. 3 ly men, hat other way there dg 
walked in, to anſwer the holy conrſes of 
the Ancients, and to keep cloſe to the 
-Word?when they blame ours, we deſire 
them to ſet down their way to us, which 
finding better, we will embrace, and nn 

our o... 
Aer 4 Whether the Church ſhould own men 
| to be members for bare profeſſion, ba- 
ving no poſitive qualification ? We un⸗ 
derſtand bare profeſſion to be that which 
hath no wooll of holineſſe upon it, or 
when it is without a ſuitableneſſe in pra- 
Sed 17 Rice. Some ſay, the Church is not to own 
eu 975 upon profeſſion only: others ſay , profel - 
ek 6 ſion givesa#ight; but when the learned ſo; 
ſpeak, they ſas we thipk)-take profeſſion 
4s contradiſtinct to faith, and truthoof 
' -. . grace, which 4s inward, and inviſible. 
Should they underſtand it ſo; as if profeſ- 
Hon, alone namely. a bare, dead, and na- 
ked profeſſion, without. any thing to e- 
vidence it ta be ſerious ;ſnould be enough, 
they Wend not (as we ane 

$ ſoundly... 

. 5 * N ſhall Miniſters do, while go- 
b | 11,5 _— 


2 a. De — 2 2 


o 


46 2 


. 3 
verument is unſettled, and their people be- Sce Mr. 

ing oppoſite to wayes of; ;reformation-? Starte on 
ſhall they © Sacrament; promiſcy- A4. 130 
ouſly to all 2: or ſhall they by their own 


authority exclude, and put off; the unfit? 
or ſhall they wholly deſiſt, ot laydown? 
We conceive that Miniſters are in a very 
great ſtrait, having a neceſſity lying upon 
them on the one hand, to adminiſter the 
— and yet having Lay . — A 
gatious ready to hinder au good courſe 
of ſeparation. Somewhat is ritten, but 
not much, torthis purpoſeʒ ue wiſh a time- 
ly and full ligbt were given. We con- 
e, 0 i ire be 
Supper to be ſo neceſſary; as that it may 
not l alwayes / nor long be diſcontinued; 
the command of Chriſt Do cha | tequites 
obedience ; This is well prove by one of x1. 
late But we ſee no neceſſity to eloſe with 
him in another ꝓdintꝭ, that while the 
Church is undiſciplinꝰd, the. Sacrament 
may be adminiſtred in every Congrega- 
tion, without any ſeparation, u hich ſeems 
to be his practice, and judgeme at. 
2. We coneceive that the Lords Sup- 
per cannot be holily tranſacted by any, 
unleſſe the ſcandalous be removed: the 


minde 


— ——— — ———̃ x U 


® 
er t Adept 

e being fully t. 
Intending it for Diſciples onely, ag 
was there ſhewri. As he that pleades thus, 


My Churci is not Presbyterated; There. | 


fore I am at liberty to adminiſter, or 
not, pleads weakly: So he that ſaith, My 
Chureh is not diſeiplined; Therefore 1 
make no ſeparation at all, but take all; 
truly to us be ſpeaks as weakly as the 
other. The / pleas are much alike. 
Mr. Feanes his advantage upon his ad- 
verfaries; is by this, that he holds them ſq 
ſtrictly to Presbytetian p ↄciples; where - 
as we think it much er o tranſgreſſe 
a diſputable principle of pre bytery, then 
to offend againſt the light of the Word. 
All principles of Church · government are 
not alike cleare; were we to ſpeak to 
ſome particular Miniſter, we ſhould o- 
pen our | mindes thus: If you cannot 


with the godly party of your Congregati- 


on, joyne your ſelf fitly to ſome well 
conſtituted Church, then may the Mini- 
ſter by lis own authory (without Elders) 
put back ſach as he knows to be- unfic; 
and ſo adminiſter it at home; this ſeemes 
ſafer then total diſuſe of the Sacrament, 
or then the abuſe of it by admitting all. 


We ſpeak of this as to be done onely in 


a caſe of neceſſity. The neceſſity of Elders 


2 
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to joyne with the Miniſter is clearer to 


ſome godly men, then it is to others. 


The Miniſter is impowered, and commiſ- 
ſioned as to all Ordinances by Chriſt; 


whether in this Sacrament to act ſolely, 
or alone, is a queſtion. What if two, or 
three Miniſters joins and act together for 
a while, being not ſo well able to act 
alohe? Stands this at any great diſtance 
from the rule? | 

The Fathers, and Schoolmen give much, 
yea, moſt (if not all.) to the Miniſter. 
We write this as willing to belp others, 


and willing to be holpen our ſelves by eb. 


better judgements. 
Who are fit to come to the Lords 


Table? and what are the qualifications 


which may be juſtly required? 
Let the godly conſider theſe following. 
1. As to knowledge, there muſt be ſo 


much ligbt as may let in Chriſt into the 
ſoul; the quantity of a mans age 
— 


is not fo much to be weiphed, as rh 
quality thereof to be tryed. Knowledge 
of principles, and fundamentals muſt be. 


If to our our beſt diſcerning a mans know- 


ſedge appear to be ſound, and diſtin, 


that is, not of many things, but of one 
thing from another, or in order to ano- 
ther; then our minde is that te leaſt 


meaſure 
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Job 21.14 meaſure may ſerve : the light comes in 
2 Pet. 3. p at a very little hole, the beſt know but in 
Hol. 4 6. part; all ate therefore in ſome ſence ig. 


norant, but in the worſt ſenſe they oneſy 


are ignorant, who care not to know, who 


have no minde to knowledge, who are 
ignorant of their ignorance, and the 
danger of it. Mark theſe with the black 


Eph 5. 11 coale of ignorance. 


2. As to practice theſe foure qualifica- 


tions ſeeme neceſſary. 


1. He that is received upon good 
grounds, muſt be no com- 


A Timug. 5. Pal. 10 1. panion of drunkards, or 
4, 5. Prov. 1. 14, 15. deriders of godlineſſe, nor 
Gen. 49. 6, Prov. 28. of any looſe livers. It be- 


7. Mat.8.22. 2Chron. 
19.2. 2Cof. 6.14, 15, 


comes not Diſciples, or the 


16. AR. 2. 42, 44. children of God to accompa- 
oh. 1. 7. Heb.10.33: ny their Lords, and Fathers 
Mal. 3. 16. Pal. 15.4 enemies. It is in ſome 


Plal. 101. 6. 


ſort an approving of their 
| wayes, which nor only in 
word, but every other way we ſhould 
appear againſt; we are not free enough 
from any ſinnes, while we are too free 
inaccompanying thoſe that commit them; 
while the wicked confeſſe they are bur- 
thened with the company of the good, the 
godly muſt profeſſe the like of the wicked. 
2. He muſt be ſuch a one, as frequents, 


aud 


_— 3). 18 
nd delights in the ſociety of godly Dr Freſton 


people. A mans companion is (as it were) love. p. 
the counterpane of himſelf, Of all o- Ss 08. 
ther _ (faith one) company is Reb. 18 
worſt diſſembled. Will ye profeſſe that 25 
ye love the Saints? and that you P. 22. f. 
delight in them, and yet you deſiie * Fel. 2. 7, 
to be in any company rather then theirs; pf 10 
that when you are among them, you are paal. 05 
as it were out of your element? It is im- Phil. 2. 1,2 
oſſible, but thoſe that are moved by the Eph: 4. 3. 
— Spirit, ſhould be beſt pleaſed when 7 Thel. 5. 
they are in one, and the ſame ſociety ; tis ? 
natural to love company, and religious to 
love good, and ſuitable company. 1 
2. He muſt not be known to be guilty TheC. 2. 
of any groſſe ſinne. Sinnes of infirmity 10. 
(truly ſo called) will ſtand with this rule, Phil. 1. 27. 


but the practice of known ſinnes will. 1Chron.s. 


changed from, bur continues in. z Tim. 2. 
If it may be ſaid freely of any one, that " 


a wanton, a filthy talker, or ſuch like; 
he, or ſhe lives in a known ſinne; there 
muſt be a freedome from ſcandal. Sine crimi- 
4. He muſt be ſuch a one as performes | > N 
all religious duties, as well in private, as eg, 8 
| in Ferome, 


(174) -- —o 

Reverend in publick according to his calling, thi 
Me. Stocte is viſible godlineſſe. Inward worſhip 
tz. makes a Chriſtian in Gods ſight, and out- 
Go ward in mans: no other vertue can com- 
1 Pet. 1. 15 mend, or qualifie without godlineſle, this 
2. 12. is the chiefeſt flower of a Chriſtianscrown. 

25 2 Honeſty is indeed a part of religion, and 
Luk. _ devotion is the life and foul of honeſty, 
Act. 3. 19. We deny not but theſe may be apprehen- 
Rev. 3. 19. ded to be in ſuch as God fees unſound, 
Rom. 2-4. Nevertheleſſe requiring theſe, we do what 
_=_ — in us lies. While undiſcerned hypocrites 
1 Tim. 2.2, deeply ingage their ſoules in Sacrament-. 
10. all guilt, we have freed ours, and ſhall be 


Gen-. 18. a ſweet ſavour to God, when their ſacri- 


a * fices ſtinke. | 


Acts 16. 25. Acts 2. 42. Revel. 1. 10 Heb. 10. 23, 24, 25, 
Acts 20. 7. Acts 10 2, 9, 30. Joh. 4-23. Joh. 9.31. 1 Tim. 
4. 7. Tit. 2. 12. 2 Pet. 3. 11. 2 Pet. 1. 6, 7. Gen- 12.7 


Conclufon. We have (now) done, only this Cauti- 
on we thought to conclude with, while 
we have ſpent time, and ſome pains in 
holding out the truth in, and about the 
fellowſhip of beleevers in that great Or. 
dinance of the Lords Supper. We would 
not be ſo taken, as if we placed the life 
of Religion in any outward way, ot more 
refined courſe of Gods worſhip. No, the 
having of Chriſt is an inward thing, the 

| power 
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7 
power of godlineſſe is firſt to be heeded. 
If we benothing within, no great matter 
though we fit at the right or left hand 
of Chriſts outward Kingdome. Let us 


| contend principally to be members of 


Chriſt, ro be of the inviſile Church: Im- 
bodied in the Church of the firſt-borne. 
Here we cannot eaſily be too careful, or 
curious; but as to externall fellowſhip, 


| though the minde of Chriſt in this alſo 


be to be ſought, aud followed, yet fo 


ices much earneſtneſſe, and confidence needs 


ent · 
l be 


cri- © 


25. 
Tim. 


not, as in the other, unleſſe men take 
care how they live, tis not much matter 
' how they worſhip. Thou may'ſt be in a 
purer Church- way then another, and yet 
be the impuret, and vainer ſoul of the two. 
It is better to ſee a mans converſation 
. way, then to ſee men be- 
holding to their way for their eſteem. 
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As Shall Col ſands * the 
whole; N 
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Raiſed... 
— 


I. How this Doctrine i is 175 
bf” His Text is, Markiq: 72 

And they: all drank fit. 

{Theſe LI] he faith, were erbe 1 
elles eee hole Congregati- 


On; 
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on; whence he "IE his free admiſſion 
to this Ordinance. 


An(w. Two things are here huppole | 
or affirmed. 


1. That they were the twelve Apoſtles 
which did commmunicate with Chriſt. 

2. That theſe twelve were his whole 
Congregation. This is the Bafis of the 
whole; ſo that if theſe communicants 
were rather leſſe then twelve, or not 
Chriſts whole Congregation , then all is 
loft on his ſide. 

1. That all then preſent, when this 
Ordinance was inſtituted by Chriſt, did 
partake thereof is to be granted, ſo far 
the univerſality holds right ; but, 

2. That theſe all which dranke, were 
the twelve Apoſtles, is more then is ſaid, 
and is (at leaſt) a diſputable point. 
| Now to ſuppoſe or begge that which a 
"2 man knowes to be doubted , and denied 

by many eminent Divines . this is not Scho- 
laſtical. They might fic down all; ( 
his ſenſe) and yet might not all continue 
out all the ſeveral actions which were per- 
formed at chat ſitting. 

3. To gather hence, that all howſoe- 
ver profeſſing Chriſt ſhould be admitted 
to this Ordinance, ſeems to me weak 
and moſt unſound, | My reaſons are, 


(1.)Be- 


5 
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1.) Becauſe Chriſt did not then call 
+ | all that did profeſle him, and ſo belong to 
him; he had many more Diſciples beſides 

the twelve, as is well known, which were. 
part of Chriſtsfollowers, though not ſo 
early altogether related as theſe, To ſay 
that the twelve were Chriſts whole Con- 
gregation, is but a fancy, however ſer - 
viceable to the deſigne in hand; Chriſts 
e {followers were his Congregation, at leaſt 
the ſeyenty were ſurely part of it, and 
„ [therefore the twelve were not his whole 
Church, as is boldly affirmed. Theſe 
then were but part of his Diſciples , 
the chiefeſt and moſt. reall, as Elders 
or Officers in a Church may be, ſo that. 
:1 | [their general admiſſion is no plea for free 
| dmiſfon . - If all named Diſciples had 
een called to this holy Inſtitution, there 
tad then been ſome footing for ſuch a 
(Collection; but not ſo, not all, but on- 
y che choiceſt are called. + : 

„ Beſides, (2.) Chriſts words point not 
ut only this generalicy, but rather by that 
eſtriction ye (Take ye, ez, ſhew 
vs that Chriſt did not intend that ſpiritual 
Feaſt for all howſoever. prafeſſing ; but 
— as were his true Diſeiples ſnould 


. ˙ 


„Al Diſciptes (we ſay ) could duinte 
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of Chriſis cup; and only Diſciples, not 
bare bora profeſſors, whoſe prophaneneſſe 
plainly ſheweth them to want all true 
love and duty to Jeſus Chriſt, Von ſee 
how ſandy the foundation is on which the 
whole Book and Diſcourſe is built, vin 
a forced and wreſted ſenſe of dane 
Thus ſhortly of the firſt. 

II. Ho his Doctrine is managed. 

The management is in three thungss. 


T. Apology. 
2. Theiſtate of the queſtion 
A Proof by: Os and Res- 
p ſons; 5 
1. His Apology, where be e 
his own,meaning to be honeſt; D 
be, and yethis plea. evil 3 ſometimes 
meaning is better then the matter. 
2. In his ſtating of the point, 
1. He diſtinguiſheth te people of 
viſible Chhrch into capable, 
urtapable. The uncapable jag 
— ſorts; Iafants, Mad men, and 1 
communic ate perſons - alt a 
- e rod Ny : 
od; why: are tbeſe uncap e. 
Church 1 will ſay) hath cenſured: « 
Jouts ;» but the PEO: (T hope) are 9 


capabl 
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| e, becauſe they cannot diſcerne the 
„ not bo a or examine themſel es; and 
* if ſo,” then alf that cannot per forme thoſe 
5 Ay dutles are unca pabſe allo. Now it is ſure 
e that all groſſel "ignorant of Chriſt, all 
ich the tent infiers are unable to do theſe; 
son] therefore his oWf reaſon will conftraine 
ture. Yirh to allgſe che keeping back of others, 
2 (432 as Welt Tpiricoal fools, and mad 
men asnart ral. Folly and madnefle can 
* bvever be demed to be, where-ever jane 
1 Teignes,. + i P1201 "I ber 
II. He diſtinguiſhes of mens capacity; 
* (.) In regard of themſelyes, this he 
Res.] gares not zfieme as co all in the Church ; 
I mould he, the vety ſtones might cry out, 5 
e 204 coprte him. EO 5 
wende (29) In regard of the Church, or Mini- 
it ma ſters, and thus all are capable that do, or 
r 204 
I But chat Steipture hath this diſtinction 
1510 footing on > Thoſe that are jncapable in 
ple OF cbemſelves, (we knowing chem to be ſo) 
we ſhould jadge to be ſuch, and exclude 
e them,” Can neceſfary profaners of the 
id Ex Sactametc, be capable in reſpeRt of the 


c p | 
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Churetr, whidſe duty it is to pteſerve the 
dignity of ll Chriſts een en The 
Ct 46 e none ut ſuch as ſhe ſees, 
id may ſuppoſe capable. Fr AE 
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(1 
The reaſon to colour this diſtinRion, is 
this: Miniſters are to offer Chriſt freely, 
(which is more formally laid downe af- 
terwards, here but in a Parentheſis) there- 
fore an univerſall capacity for all 
[whoever comes. It ſeemes by this chat 
even ſewes, and Pagans may not be deni- 
ed this Sacrament, if they come, and aske 
it; fortheſe are called to beleeve, even all 
that beleeve not within the ſound of the 
Goſpel,ſo that here he ſeemes to forget his 
former limitation as to the Churh; his 
Scripture is, Rebel. 22.17, and Eſay 55. 
1. which indeed do hold out a free ad- 
miſſion of all ſenſible ſinners to beleeve on 
Chriſt, but to ground on this a liberty for 
the moſt inſenſible ſoul to come to this 
Ordinance, is a now ſequiuur with à wit - 
neſſe. | | 
In the foot of all, he beleeves that none 
except ipſo jure, or de facto, (that is, ſuch as 
are, or ought to be excomunicated,)ſhould 
be excluded. Here is ſomewhat more then 
was before, he ſeemed to ſpeak of actual ex- 
communication alone; now if there be but 
ſuch as ought to be excomunicated, they 
may be kept back. Truly this wil almoſt mar 
the mans market. Such as he ſpeaks againſt 
do deſire to exclude none but theſe hs 
ſure [of right ſhould be cenſured by the 
+ "Free; at 0 Church; 


(183) d 


Church; for this very excluſion is a notin 


or cenſuring of them, as ſome wayes of» 
fending;Now let the Readet judge, what 
weight, and light cheſe diſtinctions carry 
wherein he rather contradicts bimlelf, 
then cleares his matter. 

3. His Scripture- proofs. His firſt Text is, 
Exod. 12. 3,47 50. verſes. They ſhall take 
every man his lambe , that is, This is my, 
law concering every fami'y in 77 racl, all the 
congreg ian, and every perſon right}y diſpoſed 
in their {amulics muſt obſerve this, Of theſe 
general rermes, { every man, all the 4 on- 
gregation, the whole people Il may ſay (as 
to * uſe, Doloſne in univerſalibus; I deny 
not but the Evangelicall Sacrament is one 
in ſubſtance with che Paſſeover, which did 
foreſhew Chriſt to die for bis proples ſins. 
nor dare I flight arguments fetcht from 


the Old Teſtament, yet Iconceive, that 


ments out of the Old Teſtament, and 
matters of the Jewiſh Church may be 
ſometimes miſapplied unto the things of 
the New, and if I am not miſtaken, it is ſo 
here. Here is (viz. Exod. 12.) à free admiſe 


ſion, Why? All are commanded to- cate, 


and all did accordingly. But many things 


may be ſaid to this. 


* This was the aſt Paſſoones, and ons 
things were extraordinary in it, (v.. 
: N 4 2 fri & 
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18 1). 
A. 128 ib blood, 6 Paffi in band Cee, 
s learne Interpreters obſerve. 

2. The text only ſhewes what is 
the law of the Paſſeover as to all fa. 
milies, not medling with the lawes of 
ſuſpenſion from it, as to ſome perſons, 
which were afterwards given, (Numb. g. 

6.7. Levit.22.4 7.) when ſome for ſeveh- 
dayes, others for a moneth were ſuſpend: 
ed; thisis plaine that no uncleane perſon 
was to eate of holy things, Paſſeover, or 
other. Some [then IJ knowing this, grum- 
bled, as many do now, Whevefore are we 
kept back? Numb. g. 7/Gods anſwer indeed 
there is not an abſolute denial, & the rea- 
ſon is, becauſe the uncleannefle ſpoken of 
was not moral, it was but for a ceremoni- 
all fault; now uncleanneſſe as to ſinnes 
lies till men repent; here are no ſer daye 
cherefore, but in that cauſe, God reſolves 
how long that typical filthineſſe ſhould 
Exclude. Now becauſe no fuch lawes were 
given at the firſt Paſſeover, ſhall we infer, 
therefore it was free for all. which other 
Scriptures ſhew to be falſe ? 

3. This text ſerves not Mr. Humphreys 
turn. For, | 
1. Heexcepts ſome, but here all are cal- 
led; Make the Lords Table, as free as the 
Paſſeover, and it ſhould be extended: to e⸗ 
very man, without exception. r- "2. 


if they enter the 


(185) TT 
50 


1 38 
2. If legall pollution did keep off for a 
wände ebe pellen ded as 


continue) a$ he grants, much more ought 


ſpirituall pollution to exclude, which is 


greater; how elſe do we anſwer, or rile 


higher then the type? 3 
3. It ſeems to me to be a very faſſehood, 


that no ſpiritual pollution did ktep off. 
Bang 


of uncircumeifion of heart, decſared 
xFice keep back? Why elſe ate thoſe 
that hade the charge of Gods Sanctuary 


blamed ? Fzeb: 44. 7. 8, 9, The Jewes 


thought they might not eat the Paſſeover, 
e judgment · hall ow an holy 
Aae was oor forbidden by anyicere- 


moniall law, therefore a morall, and not a 


legal pollution, eh S. 28. And wb elſe are 
the ieſts reproved for putting n differ 


Ates 


nal benefit 


2 


ence betw xt en en 


4 The Paſſeover had an exte 


which all did partake of, therefore a tight 
to that Ordinante ſo far, as external; but 


the Lords Supper is a more ſpiritua! Ordi- 
nance, no type. The wicked were rermed 

ds people then, not ſo in the New. Sec 
F. Morally uneſean were kept from the 


treſpaſſe · offering. wich was leſſe then the 


Paſſeover, Nam 5:67 Now inevident then, 


if not untrue, is that affertion;Morall evils 
1 44 3 ' 


keep 


none from the e 1 
2. To the ſecond proof, which is, 2. Cle. 
5. They decreed to proclaime through 
all Iſrael from Dan to Beerſptba, that they 
ſhonld come, and keep the paſſcover to the 
Here is indeed a generall proclamation, 
but yet you ſe after, v. 18. that ſuch as 
ſanctified not themſelves, and yet came, 
did highly, offend the will of God; there- 
fore t 22 not 3 r a 
coming, as he ſuggeſts Beſi ad all 
— as I ſaid, in the typicall, externall, 
and commemorate part of thatOrdinance, 
Look upon Hezekiahsprayer,and yon will 
finde that generall coming finfpl;and iffo, 
ſome prevention would have done. well; 
ſee alſo that even the hearts gnprepared- 
ne ſſe, when men are legally pure, doth de- 
ſerve excluſion, 
3. To the 30. proof, which is. t. Cor. 19.17, 
. 22 are all part abęrs of ons bread, 
Here he hath found the word LA Jand 
this is victory enough; but (with his leave) 
ſome might be excluded for all this; the 
ſenſe is butrhis, we partakers do all par- 
take of one bread; If in that Church they 
did ſuffer all, or too many to partake, that 
was theit fault, and it is ſer downe to warn 
us againſt the like, not to be a rule to 75 
Ent is 


dalous 
we might be more pure. Ihope the faults 
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This miſtake I wiſh thoſe men would fee, 
that would faine make the faults of the 
{orintbians to become our rule. What if 
theſe that were Idolaters, and dronkards 
did eate: his (I beleeve) is not ſet down, 
to teach or allow us to admit che like ſcan- 
but rather to warne us, that 


of particular Churches, & beleevers are not 
recorded for our imitation, Againe, it doth 
not appeare to me that any of thoſe Co- 
rinthians were ſo groſſe as you make them. 
How is it poſſible that any one embracing 
Chriſt,can remaine an aQuall, and open 
Idolater? Idolatry was their- ſinne 
before converſion, from which they were 
turned to beleeve in Chriſt. How can it 
then be conceived that they ſtill retaĩned 
it? It is true, that they did not keep them - 
ſelyes ſo cleare, as they ſhould have done 
from Idolatry, in that they might be ſome- 
times preſent (as a Proteſtant at Maſſe) in 
their idol-temples,or elſe (as I thiuke) in 
that they eat with them, eating of the 
very meate ſacrificed by the Pagans, and 


- drinking in the ſame cups, in which they 
dk 


This was very baſe, it was in them 
Idolatry, tbey were guilty of that ſinne, by 
ſitting, and eating with chem in ſueh a 
manner,that men given toldolatry(as you 


ſpeake) that is, ſerving of Idols, were 44. 
mitted to the Lords table xhis(i in my opt- 
nion) is very unlikely; if not falſe; fo! not 
you beleeve any longer,that che Church of 


Corinth was fo corrupt, as that they world 


take into fellowſhip Gentiles,” without an 
utter renouncing their knowen 3 of 
Tdolatry; yet this you do ſurmi 
finfully; as I thinke) that you may mak 
men beleeve an over-eafineſſe in this 
Church as to receaving members: and per. 
ſwade the ſtronger to your on Idol of 
a en to the Satrament. rok 


4: ThemarSeriprute 107 Cor.x0 4s 
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To A infer hatthi Sea,Rock 
Manna, were not Sactarhents to 1850 | 
bur theiruſe was externall, to fee theit 
bodies; which had they wanted they 1 muſt 
have died: but I rather daſwer, | 
1. That theſewere extfaordinary _ 

an Al eriraordinaris ad ordmariuhy' non 
valet) ar gumentum. 11 

2. Fit true, they had ſome Spiritual 
ſignification and therefore God was diſ⸗ 
pleaſed with that very action proceeding 
from unworthy ones 

3. Their ſinnes did follow; not forego 
thoſe vom, at ſeaſt one of them (vis.) 


Baptiſme 


n a; 
pf "= Baptiſm in the cloud & ſea. Therefore this 
10 | proves not, that ſuch as are ſcandalous be- 
"of | fore;imay be admitted to the Evangelical 
114 | Supper. How far then is this place from: 
an | the! mans purpoſe, notwithſtanding bis 
of crowing upon it? The" Apoſtle preſſeth 


I it to this end, that things ſpiritual} be not 
PA abuſed; by carnall, and ungodly ones, which 
nie is dar aime, and deſire. 63 112301 b 
„lis next argument is from the Parable 
a of the feaſt, Mat 22 and, Lal. 14. 
I.!zdis to ſerve his turne muſt ſigniſie the 
Sacraniental Supper whereas it ſeems much 
more to point unto the preaching: of the 
6 Goſpel, or the Supper of grace, ra which, 
& ſouls ate invited. It is that feaſt which the 
y 


Prophets called to, before ever this Otdi- 
ir nance was inſtituted. See, /i 5 5. 1, Cr. 
| ITbe ſcope: of Parables (I grant) is ar- 
gumenrative,but you ſnall finde him argu- 
ing from part iculat branches, as that of 
compelling men ta, come in, which he 

; will have to ſigniſie their duty, which is 
ll a wilde fancy; rather (as I apprebend) the 
ſcope of this Parable may be either, 
Firſt, by ſending; three ſeveral times, 
5 to ſigniſie the chree-ſeveral:diſpenſations 
of::the: Goſpel. Firſt, as a breakfaſt, Ger. 
7 Thirdly, under ithe Goſpel, aaa Supper, 


For 


— — 


TY 


2 
3 


(190) 
For thar which is a Supper in Lb, i 2 | 


Dinner in Matthew. 
Secondly, in that it is a Supper, it ſhews 
we have now the fulleſt, and laſt diſpen · 


fation of Chriſt ; as 2 Supper i is the laſt 


menle of a day. 


Thirdly, it may Sb Gods ſending firſt 
to the Jews, who for the generality refu-: 


ſed; then to the Gentiles, who were far 
off. The compelling may nga the'Spi- 
rits convincing, or Gods Ane of 
ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt. 


The love of FR briſt conftraines ( faith 
the Apoſtle ) and the Spirit of Chriſt doth 


convince, when it begins converſion ; and 
the love Of Coſt dem drawes, when it ſeazerh 
upon a wounded, and bleeding heart for 


12 all theſe 3 from this pa- 
2 it to the Sacrament) ſeem 
much — minde of God therein. 
I might note other defects, as where he 
ſaich, the ſervant brought in the man with- 


out the garment, which the text 
doth not ſay. the man will have a 
free Table, and a free pulpit to be one. 
I meane the — and latitude in 


. Sacrament, as in Ta 
ey ſo 


6. 


> 3. (0 ? 
6. Another Scriptute is, 3ſae.3.11.with 


| Mark, 1. 5. where Jobs baptizeth all; 


whence is inferred an equall latitude for 
the other Sacrament; this argument he 
takes to be very ſtrong; but the Reader 
ſearching the Scripture,will finde it weak. 
1. ohn did baptize none, but ſuch as came 
in a capacity for it, and he required con- 
feſſion of ſinnes, yea, fruits of repentance 
tooʒgive us theſe, and we ſhal ask no more. 
example ſetves us much bettet then 
im. 1. oha did not baptize thoſe Phari- 
ſees which he calls a generation of Vipers , 
they wanted the fruits he called for ; the 
Publicans came in a capacity, the Fhariſees 
not, therefore checkt by Chriſt; See, Lak. . 
29.30. And all the people that heard hum, 
and the Publicans juſtified Cad, being 
baptized with the baptiſme of John. 
Bur the Phariſees, and Lawyers rejected the 
counſel of God againſt tbemſelves, being 
not baptized of bim. The Phariſees came 
to his baptiſme; which might be to ſee the 
adminiſtring of it, or as ſent, See, Jahn. x. 
24. And they which mere ſent, were of 
the Phariſees; which is the ent of 
diverſe godly learned; this might be, and 
yet they not be baptized:the text is plaine, 
chat ſome did refute,if not all: and there- 
fore are checkt by por for reſting on chat 
Die! 0 


catnall 
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carnall priviledge of being «Abraham: 
ſeed; had ſd me of the Phariſees only teſu- 
ſed, they had not been more to be blam'd 
ed alſo 20% K. ITN 

- Secondly, thoſe. that were baptized by 
John whether Phariſees, orhublicans, did all 
confeſſe theit ſinnes, they were firſt tryed: 
by that; now grant this to be done before! 
the Lords Supper in a ſetious way, and we: 
are friends. The drunkards, and pro- 


fane perſons," which he would. have 


freely ad mitted muſt firſt confeſſe their 
drunkenneſſe to be à foule ſinne and 
take ſhame to themſelves for it ot 
we may exclude them by bis: on argue 
ment; for Eadem eſt ratio ntriuſque Sacra. 
menti; and John did not baptize any with - 
out this triall by confeffion of ſinnes, which 
was an act, and evidence of their tepent- 
ance: ene s 7, % ends 
oF: The next Text is, Ali. 2. 41. Then 
they that ' gladly received bis werd, were 
baptized, & c. And did communicate. 
_ How little this Text heips him, the Rea. 
der will plainiy ſee ,, when he hath noted 
the great difference between thoſe thou- 
lands, and our multitud es.. 
1. Theſe were all converted ones ours 
many of chem małing but a dead and con- 
£7183 | tradictory 


* 8 ID Ar Es... 2 £ * r * 3 — 
77 Eee} edt Er On Eel wanton — + I RET BIS 

- — . N . * 1 * ; — 3 

* of n d 


then the Ppublicans, (or ſome of them rejeQ-: 


was, 6. 4 © ee 


tradiQory profeſſion, ſome as void of the 
knowledge of Religion as the Heathen , 
and others worſe then Pagans in their 
ptactice. Is it not the mans doting on his 
| Sacramentall liberty, which kee ps h:m from 
by: | ſeeing any difference betweene thoſe con- 
all | vyercs, and [ ſomeTlooſe profeſſors among 
ed. us? I would faine learne from this Au- 
are thor, what more could be ſaid of the 
! | trueſt Saints, then is ſaid of theſe, 4Ts.2, 
. | Firſt,they are pricked in heart, outs (alas 
ve! | many) inſenſible ſinners, blinded, and 
Elf: |} hardened creatures, Secondly, they affecti- 
at | qnatly deſirous after the ways of ſalvation, 
or ours (ſome) enemies in heatt, and very 
zu | crofſe ro good wayes, Thirly, they were 
- ſtedfaſt and conſtant in the communion 
ch 
K- 
en 
re 


with the Apoſtles, and ptactice of holy du- 
ties;theſe ſtand off from the people of od 
as hypocrites , maligning and defaming 
them; what they can, not having ſo much 
as a forme of godlineſſe, if you expect their 
cuſtomary coming to the Church. * | 
It ſeems to argue ſome want of ſpiritual. 
4. fight and love to holineſſe, hen ſcanda- 
d lou perſons, only becauſe they ptofeſſe, 
J= muſt be admitted to the Lords Ta ole upon 
I this ground alone, becauſe thouſands of 
's ptecious podly ones had this liberty of, 
* generall admiſſion : in his next let him 
y TRL O teacn 
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©: ith al, Fire, 


(194) 
teach us how we ſhall know common 
drunkards and ſwearers to be converted; 
which muſt be, or this argument dies; it 
was, I know, ſome twenty yeares a go, the 
opinion of Chancellouts and Officials, that 
al baptized perſons were to be held regene. 
rate, and upon this account their uſe was 
to check ſuch Mipiſters as did difference 
mens ſpirituall eſtares in their preaching; 

8. Ads. 10. 28. God hath ſhewed we 
that I ſhould not call any man common, or 
wnclcane. | 

He very much likes this place as peculiar 
for.cxpreſſion;See how fancy may bring a 
man in love, and make him bleſſe God tor 
that which ſhould make him mourne; he 
judges no man unclean, and yet the Apoſtle 
reacheth us tocall,and account ſome ſwine, 
even all ſuch as wallow in their ſins. But 
let us ſee his ſtrength from this Scripture, 
| Peter he ſaith was icrupulous about admit» 

2 ting the Gentiles in Chriſtian communion, |. 

* and well he might, till God teſolved him; | * 
I much queſtion whether Mr, Hamfry can 
ſhew ſo good a warrant for his reſolved- / 
neſſe to admit ſcandalous ones to the | # 
Lords Table: If he have had'a viſion | 4 
from heaven to juſtifie his general admiſi. * 
ſion, let him teil us; He hath not aux 
clear light from Sctipture, and yet he is te- 
ſolved 


— 
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ſolved, ſo was not Peter; Why muſt the 
Gentijes be taken into fellowſhip > Firſt, 


_ | becauſe: the wall of partition is taken 


gown. Secondly, becaute God gives of 


- his Spirit & grace to them, I pray ſee Peter 


Comment. v. 35. In every Nation be that 


Jearerh Cod, and worketh ri ronſneſſe: 


#5. accepted of him 3 Such Gentiles as 
feare God; yea, all men fearing God muſt 
bee mbraced; muſt all Gentiles be embra- 
ced > No, but ſuch as belic ve, receive the 


Word, had the Holy Ghoſt, and repentance 


vo life. Sec dt. 11.1. 18.405. 10.4 6. 
The Geatiles upon this account are not ac- 
counted uncleane. If your conſcience be fo 
large. as not to account thoſe men unclean, 
who want all hopefull evidences of grace, 
yet do not ſo abuſe the Scripture, and 
Reters example, as to make theſe your 
9. His laſt texts are, Iſay 55.1. Ho, e . 
very one that thir ſteth, came. Rev. 22. 17. 
Whoſotver will, let bim take of the water of - 
life freely. Mat.1 1.28. (ore unto me all ye 
that labour. 1 Tim-2.4-' % will have 
Al men to be ſawed John 6. 37. All that 
the Fat her giuet hane, ſhall come unto me. 


To ſpeał nathing particularly unto cheſe 


Seriptores; here are two groſſe miſtakes. 
1. That che tender ot offer of Chrift n 
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the Word preacht ought to be no larger 
then admiſſion to the Lords Table; Chriſt 
and grace are to be propoſ d in the mini- 
ſtery of the Word, even to the wicked. be- 
ing ſenſible of ſinne; yea, to them, that 
they may be ſenſible; but that before men 
do — or ate converted, they ſhould 
have enjoyment of the Sacrament, is con- 
trary to all the: practice of Chriſt,” and 
his Apoſtles; 2, Another miſtake is this, 
That we ſo ſtraighten the Ordinance, as to 
ſhut out poor ſinners from it; This here, 
and elſewhere he quaintly dilates on, and 
aggravates to ſtir up hacred againſt god- 
ly Miniſters. But Sir, Iwould have you 
know that we embrace eyery poor (inner, 
ſo farre as we can'diſcerne; and they are 
only ſcandalous , and proſle finners, ſuch 
as want feeling» of ſinne, and ſpirituall po- 
verty that we willingly exclude, do yon 
no better underſtand who are poor ſinner:? 
Alas poor Fromm 
Having ſpoken to his Scriptures, come 
next to his Reaſons; and conſiderations , 
which are (ix, or ſeven, as he numbers them. 
Reaſ. 1. His firſt Reaſon is ſhortly this. 
The Sacraments are a viſible word, à de. 
claring of Chriſt crucified; This Sacrament | 
ſpoken of, ſets forth Chriſt to the eyes, 
as the Goſpel preacht doth to the eare; — 
any 


» "2 
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ference ; hence he confidently infers, that 
the ſame latitude muſt be in communicat- 
ing, and hearing; and here, faith he, I tand 
as upon a Rock; Now I ſhall cry whether he 
baild upon Rock indeed, or upon the ſand. 
Sir, you do in this tell us that the forenam- 


edOrdinances aggrre in their matter, this is 


moſt true; but that there is no difference 
between them, but only in this, that they 
are to diverſe ſences, this is what you af- 
firme, but do not prove; Some difference 


beides in their proper and peculiar uſe; is 


apparent the Word ſerves to call ſinners, 
this Sacrament to nouriſh , and confirme 
believers. Maltitudes of authorities, e- 
ven of the moſt learned and godly might 


I heap,who ate fo rationall as to rejed this - 
. . Reaſon,butTſhould argue, and reaſon out 


the difference between us in this particular. 
Where do you finde that ever the Sacra- 


ment was made uſe of but to confirme, ay | 


comfort ſuch as had already the effect o 
the Word upon their hearts? Therefore 
although the Sacrament doth repreſent 
Chriſt to believers, (which is all you prove, 
and this is not denyed ) yet it doth not 
follow but the Word hath a precedency, 
and muſt firſt call and diſpoſe before this 
Facramental declaration is propor for a- 


if 3) ny 


vnly to diverſe ſences, there is all the dif- 


ny eyes; Go teach, and baptize, ſaithogr 


Saviour; firlt / reach, make diſciples, and 
then baptizezthis [| ds aduliis ] is found rea- 
ſomng; we muſt not baptize men of yeares, 
much leſſe give the Lords Supper with. 


out ſome fruits of teaching, appeats. Our 


bleſſed Saviour only mentions thoſe two, 
Word, and Baptizme for the 2 — of 
Churches, and ſo as the Word. muſt go be- 
fore Baptizme too; As for the Lords Sup 


per, that follows botb. It is by the Goſ- 


pel phreacht ina proper ſence that ſinners 


are gatheted Epke1.10, Though we be not 


about gathering Churches (-unleſſe ou 
peoples obſtinacy drives us to it) hut ſtudy - 
ing and ſtriving to reforme our Congrega- 


tions cotrupeed by a too long diſuſe of 


Scripture diſcipline, yet here to perſecute 
this rationally and effectually, it will be 
neceſſary that we try who they be that are 
wrought upon by the word , at leaſt that 
we for a time keep off them from the Or 
dinance who appear to be wicked ones; 
Weare about I ſay to redreſle, and perfe& 
our Church-communion according to the 
Word; our Covenant, and wild of the 
chief Magiſtrate. Now, why may we 
not obſerve the ſame rule in refor ming, 
which the Apoſtle did in gathering? 


So then, 1 grant you whar your texts 


IM 


-Þ 


2 en a. A ew A 


9 1 re * ft 


r WPI 0 


Few. 
Fa 
F ve 
2 


The declaring or . forth of Chriſt e- 


. _ (199) 
fay, namely, that the Sacrament doth de- 
clate Chriſt cruſiſied to believers, but it 
followes not ( asI take it ) that it muſt be 
proper Ordinance for the ignorant, 
and ſcandalous to partake of; The Word 
in ics proper latitude reaches to the world, 
to every creature, to the old creature, as wel 
as to the new, hut if we make the Word & 
Sacrament to be (as you ſay)of the ſame la- 


titude, we ſhall confound the Church 
he. world, which the Word diſtinguiſhes 
and 


d oppaſes;but' you ſay, are there any 
to whom the matter of the Word — 
not be declared? 6 

Sir, the hate declaring, or ſetting forth 
of Chriſt is not the thing we ſtand upon; 
we ſet not bars to mens hearing, or ſce- 
ing, but to their receiving; the Sacrament 
doth more then declare, it doth ſeal Chriſt, 
now this ought not to be done, but eq 
beleevers only; I meane , to ſuch as 
in a rationall charity may he judged ſuch, 

The matter of the Goſpel may be de- 
clard to any tothe Word preach, or any 
other holy way, even to the moſt ſcanda- 
lous, if they will give it the heariog; but it 
doth not follow that therefore in this Or» 
dinance which doth not declare only, but 
ſeal, they ſhould have equall fellowſhip ; 
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ven to the worſt djſhonours not Chriſt, 
but the taking of ſuch as are ſcandalous ins 
to full communion , and owning.them as 
members of Chriſt, I dare not ſay that this 
either pleaſeth, or honours Chriſt. The 
Do&rine of the Sacrament, or Chriſt 
Sacramentall may be ſer before them, but 
it is their admiſſion to partake, that we 
oppoſe; The Sacraments are (you fay ) 
ſeales as ſignes; As much as they are 
ſignes as ſeales; Tis true, theſe two ſi 
ing and ſealing are diſtin ends of the 
Lords Supper, they are ſignes to repre: 
ſent, and ſeales to confirme. So farre 
as they repreſent they may be ſome- 
what ſuitable nnto ſcandalous perſons ; 
but nothing as they confhirme, - Would 
you have them confirm'd in grace, who 
have no true grace at all? Your two lame 
ſimilitudes contributes nothing, that the 
ſeale is not to be divided from the writ- 
ing, we eaſily grant, bur you will have 
the writing ſeal'd to bim which is no 
purchaſer, which is abſurd. You tell 
us how the writing and ſeal ate deli - 
vered together unto the Church, but our 
diſpute is about the Churches delivery 
of them to creatures. Baptiſme, and the 
Lords Supper were delivered together un- 
to the Church, muſt the Church therefore 
lu „„ „„ „ „„ „„ „„ „ „ deliver 
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geliret them together? then Tnfants' muſt 


partake of rhe Lords Supper as well, aui 


as ſobne as of Baptiſme. What an ab- 
ſurdity is this? Becauſe men are under 


the declaration of ſuch à bargaine as 


heaven, that therefore the C hurch mult 
feal it to them in particular, in hope that 
they hereafter will have a minde to buy, 
dis pity ſuch ſtuffe ſhould ſtand under the 
notion of reafon- No man (I grant) 
will ſay that the Proclamation belongs to 
any, to whom the ſeal belongs not, nor 
wilt any one (well adviſ d) ſay, that ei- 
ther. Proclamation or Scale doth belong 
toa Rebell that doth not lay downe his 
armes, which are your one wrods. The 
Goſpel belongs in a ſence to alt ſuch as are 
under it, God ſends it to moſt wretch:d 
finners, ofters them conditions of peace 
with himſelf, ſeabd with Chriſts bloud, but 
the doubt is, whether theſe 7 
and tenders muſt be actually and formally 
ſealed to men, becauſe this Proclamation , 
they being ſtill in armes, this you ſeeme to 
- What you mean by confirming men to 
come in, I ſcarſe underſtand, I think they 
ſhould come in Before they be confirm d, 
or elſe your confirming will prove to be 
(as it is) a fad deluſion. * A 
IT, PR 1 9 1 — 
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The Authour adds force to his firlt 
Reaſon by four conſiderations, | He 
had need adde ſome foree, ſor his teaſon 
wants it. ; | +43 $154 

a His firſt conſideration is this. He findes 
che Goipel is to be preacht co every 
creature, and baptizing, which includes 
this Sacrament ( as he faith) in the 
ſame Commiſſion ; I Anfwer, the Lords 
Supper is in the ſame Commiſſion, if you 
underſtand the whole Goſpel, elſe: the 
Word and Baptiſme are named you know 
without it; If Baptiſme as latge as preach- 
ing of the Word, becauſe it is in the fame 
commiſſion? I hope not; you know many 
were preacht unto, who nevertheleſſe 
ney never baptized, neither oughe to 


2. The Second conſideration is. The whole 

SGoſpel is to all, and offers. Chriſt freely, 
therefore yon infer, that we, who would _ 
have a poor ſoul come to Chriſt, and yet 
will not have the ſame come to the Sacta- 
ment, deale amiſſe. Anſwer. Sir, you are 
a ſtranger ( as it ſeemes ) to the acting 
of godly Miniſters, you conccive ſo groſle- 
ly of —— 2 _ 
1. That they to admit poor fouls 
this is your ſlaunder, I told you before 
this, you diſtinguiſh not between gtroſſe 
ſinners, and ſenſible ſinners © © 2. 
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ques according to Chee” 
This is another cning 10. Ch . 

Sir, it is Chriſts minde that men ſhou'd 
bequalified with Ren with knowledge, 
to diſterne Chriſt in that Ordinance ,&c. 
And therefore do bis Faichferll Miniſters 
look after theſe things, 

3. He coming with knowledge and re- 


pentance, or requiring and looking after 


theſe, contraty to ſtee grace? I had t 

that free grace had dir! ms, 
not caſt off all qualifications, as the fruites, 
and ſignes of i i Cinnot Chriſt be free in 
the Sacrament, unleſſe the ignorant, and 
ſcandglous perſon be alſo admitted eo it? 1 
know well, we maſt come to this Ordi- 
nance, without the leaſtthought oſ the me- 


| rit of our graces;bur yet he that comes to 
the Lords Table without this price in his 


heart, and life, will be dealt with as he 
— 2 wanted a wedding garment ; In- 
ced by __ arguing you ene ace not 
free, but ſooſ 1 
The third conſideration is an inconſides 
rate one, à very darke, and ſad one; It 
doth affirme or ſuppoſe , that the giving 
or applying the ſeale of the New Cove- 
nant is a Proper means to convince , and 


| een — Sirghe uſe of the Or- 


nance 
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and order is beſt; I am confident you ne. 
ever read that Chriſt, or the Apoſtles uſed 
this way of conviction. The experience of 
the moſt godly in all parts of the land, 
and of the world,will-riſe up againſt this 
your aſſertion; The ſealing of the Co- 
venant to men, before they underſtand it, 
and take hold of it, is the common cut- 
throats of ſouls in our Pariſhes. Which 
way ſoever we take it, itis the ſpirit, and 
his fulneſſe that doth convince. The Sacra- 
ment is not the fulneſſe of the Word, but 
che Spirit;the Word may come with the 
outward ſeal, and yet not come in its full 
vertue, asyou / . 

The fourth conſideration is. That 


the Goſpel is a Goſpel of peace, but the 


courſe of ſeparation, or admitting only 
ome, this is unpeaceable. Anſwer. Have 
you never read thoſe words of Chriſt? 
I came not to ſend peace, but a ſword. 
The godly will more peacable, and quiet, 
when the ſeandalous are put from them. 
You would have a worldly, and fleſhly 
unity kept up, Whatever become of pu- 
rity and Refot mation. Sir, The peace 
of the Church will nor well, nor long 
Rand without a holy uſe of all Church 
Cenſures. It is the ſweet ſaying of 2 

uy, te, 1% + Indi 
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inance of the Goſpel in Chriſts one way, 
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oſeg | Bodly man. Ie is farre better to occaſion 
te of | wrath in the bad, then 2 the good, 
ing. We are and muſt be tender of unity, 
this but not inſenſible of corruptions in Gods 
Co. | worſhip. We look upon the diſtempers 
dir in many mens ſpirits, their railing, and 
cur. | many -created difficulties to the godly 
hich to be evidences that the work is Gods, 
| who can, if not calme, yet reſtraine the 
cra. | ſpirits of the worſt ; you are told that 
, bur wounded ſinners are not to be rejected: 
the in your next impreſſion leave out your 
full | Proſopopria's, we take Saints of the Jow- 
eſt forme, and acknowledge none to be 
Thae ſuch, unleſſe they acknowledge them- 
the | ſelves to be the chiefeſt of ſinners. 
only | - 4 2. This is from the nature of the 
Jzve viſible Church containing a mixture, 
riſt> now our Congregations being Churches, 
vord, they ſhould have this Sacrament in a 
niet free, and mixt way · 2 
de © Anſw. I ſhall in this oppoſe you upon 
ſhly your own ' principles , let the Churches of 
* pu- | Eng/aidbe true Churches,(as it wil not be 
ace bard to prove many of them to be) yet 
long are they corrupted through the negligence 
arch | of former times, that there may be need 
of 2 | of Reformation or ſeparation in our 
odly | Churches, to prevent ſeparation fromthem. 
2 10 not belec ve Hor cad 50 * 
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that we ſhould own men for Church-mem- 

bers for bare profeſſion; I 
Sir, We are not about to take this Or- 
dinance from our Churches, but co fit. 
our Churches for this Ordinance; fo 
that what you ſay is little to the pur- 
poſe, you allow particular Churches to 
uſe the higheſt cenſure of Excommunica-- 
tion, why not this of Suſpenſion, acting 
in, and for the Reformation of our Dil- 
cipline according to Gods Word, and 
our Covenant, whereof you take as little 
notice, as if you were a man of another 
Nation. What you ſay about the nature 
of a viſible Church, I ſhall not oppoſe, 
only I muſt point at your ignorance in 
making our ſeparation, and Chriſt to be 
one. Chriſts is a final determination 
of all men as to their eſtates. Outs is 
but a ſevering of ſome in order to their 
future ſalvation , if they belong to God. 
We note ſome for ignorance, that they 
may get knowledge; and others for their 
wiekedneſſe, that they may repent. We 
ſhould indeed preſume, and (as you ſay) 
anticipate Chriſts work, did we attempt, 
or deſigne, a general, or final ſeparation. 
Hypocrites (as the tares) will grow to- 
gether with the heat to the end. This 
is all the ſcope of that vedic, yy the 
orce 
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Word. But what is this to 
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force of your argument is built not upon 
the ſcope, but upon the circumſtance, 
namely the fervants diſcerning; which is 
But a branch ofthe Parable, and added to 
fill up this Similitude, of no vertue there- 
fore to prove that known ſinners muſt not 
be kept off, when diſcerned. The Parable 
ſpeaks of hypocrites , as you your ſelves 
ſay well, now hypocrites are not diſ- 
cerned but by God onely. Is not here a 
contradiction? If we put theſe things 
together. 0 
Let us come now to Chriſts example. 
What is that? | 
1. He converſes with Publicans, and 
ſinners, but where I pray you? Was it 
at the Sacrament? I hope not, but at their 
owe Table. This he did that he might 
have occaſion to do them good by is 


We know it is our duty to hold forth 
Chriſt to the worſt of men, if they will hear 


us. | | 
2. But in this Ordinance, Chriſt alſo 
converſed with Judas, ſomething you ſay 
forthis; and I could quickly ſay as much 
againſt it; I will only tell ou, what a 
learned man ſaithto others, that you have 
choſen a bad Porter to let in men to the 
Satrament, nor buye you well aer 
the 


e 3 
the Evangeliſts I ſee : for you might have 
found the three Evangeliſts to differ 
ſomewhat, which might have abated 
your confidence, Ms nn 

| Lake indeed ſpeaks of Judas after the 

Cup, but Mattbew, and Mark before; and 
it is the opinion of very many godly and 
learned, that there is a recapitulation in 
Lakes Narration. As for pohn he is ex- 
nt ory you. Immediatelyafrer. 

the Sop, (faich he) which was before the 

Sacrament, 7#4as went out, being now 
diſcovered and in a fort caſt out, as thoſe 
words intimate (bn 13.30.) which was 

before the Suppers adminiſtring; ſo then 
what was dark as to the dilagreeing of 
the other Evangeliſts about the order, 
and Jada his preſence, that obs clear- 
by reſolves, ſaying, That he wont imme- 

— out upon our Saviours diſcovering | 

That which thou doeft do quickly, which 
words were ſpoken. before the Sacra- 
ment. | | | 

Here is little argument in all this; But 
he will tell you that it is a poore ſnift 
to ſay, du was a cloſe hypocrite. 

_ - Anſw, He aimes (I know) at an Ob- 
jection lying 'againſt him, namely this, 
That though 744 had received, yet _ 
| wi 


N We a * * . : 


a (200 
ain FRAY him, or bis' cauſe, Had he 


1 4 | » 


7 . 


ov'd that to be a ſhift, which he fo 
ſtiles, he had written ingenuouſly , but 
he ſayes it, and proves ĩt t. 


The 5 
eminent of 
of them) o 
(which ſhou 


„That though: the moſt 
Divines, (ar leaſt m 

ſe Judas his receiving 
have moved this — 8 


unto a little more conſideration , and 
modeſty in laying down his opinion) yet 


the thing is left by others as doubtful, 


and ſo hath itever ſtood in the Church „o 


that there is no ſuch evidence of fact, 


as he ſpeaks of; if there had, men of 
cleare heads, and upright” hearts would 
ſeeir, as well as himſelf, 


Sir, let me give you and othets chis 


Cayeat, You know the ſtory of Jada,” 


beware leſt your contending for a free 
admiſſion to the Lords Table; prove not 
as traiterous to the Churches purity , As 
did ro Chriſt himſelf, 8 
Keaſ. 3. Admiſſion to, and tranſaction Reaſ. 3. 
of the buſineſſe of this Sacrament muſt 
be with much charity, and humility; 
without judging, eſpecially in Miniſters; 3 
But this is impoſſible, where chere 1 
not à free admiſſion. Thus he. 
Asſw. But what time will he take 70 
ow his Minor? 
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* He ſhews us pot he. leaſt, proof or 
reaſon, onely flies to his 73 ipgrience, 
whnch is a weak prop. ed, . — 
go t isway to work e 
cious doctrine of ops e phe ee 
That. octrine w hich is od ought 
to bring forth, and continue love among 
men ; tee the Goſpel. doth. the con- 
trary. hat ſects, what wares, what 
180 from this way? The Popiſn- 
ved commonly argue in this ſort 
ant the Goſpel. Look (ſay th ) 
what ſtirs , and blood ſince 1 
founder of their Reformation: *. Therruth- 
is; Thatwhen men faile in their judges 
ments they muſt needs faile in qheir ob- 
ſervations, ſo doth this Authour; Heis 
fallen in love with a free ten to 
the Sacrament, (and ſo is th e generality 
of men) and 1e layes load-updti our: 
opinion and practice, voting it to be the 
— way to heart-burain, „ and ſuch” 0 
like evils in mens ſpiritszl wi not ſay, but 
thele courſes of Reformation may Oct 8 
ſion and draw forth ſuch evils, but ſure-' 0 
ly mens own luſis and wickedneſſes are the 


cauſes of them. And why ſo much pride, | © 
and ee beg, others i Me. l 
niſters, and other Chriſtiar 5 
to exclude ſome from the Lords Table ?; 10 


May 
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May we not be humble, and loving too, 
and yet careful, and tender over the 
Ordinances of Chriſt? The Spirit of a Mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt (as I take it) carries 
hit to a ſpecial love of the godiy. Can 
we not be loving to men unleſſe we be 
cruel to the blood of Chriſt? Lay dowu 
therefore theſe uncharitable con jectures, 
and evil ſurmiſes of Gods ſervants: the 
faithfulneſſe; humility, and geytſeneſſe of 


ſome of theſe is very evident to che hearts 


of che godly, and yet of a contrary judge- 

ment to you in this mat ter of the Sacra- 
ment; Vour text 2 Tim. 2.24, 25. ĩs not to be 
underſtood of ſuch forbearing of evil men, 
as rationally conduces to pleaſe them in 
their fins, and blinde their ſouls;fuch ſuf-- 
fering and bearing with evil ones is moſt, 
u iousʒ ſer what follows his ſuffering; 
7 In meckneſſe inſtructing, ver. 

25. This all godly ones will ſtrive co ob- 

ſerve;ſuch as they debar they alſo lovingly 


informe of their unfitneſſe, and · intreate 


to forbear till they ſhall be apptebended 
to be in a better capacity. Can you tell us of 
any won to repentance by your free way? 
truly we know nonezbut if we may ſpeak 
our experiences, as you do yours. we finde 
very many hardened in their fins by this 
indulgente, which you plead for. r. 
200 22 Hete 
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Here you minde us of three paſſages of 
our Saviours, 4\ pn 

1 From that Parable of the Phariſee, and 
Hublican, where you go about to faften' 
Phariſaiſme upon us, but with ſome molli. 
fyingʒ not a proud, only a ſttict and rigid 
Phariſaiſm; here he is ſomewhat more mo- 
deſt then others who are of his minde in 


our diſpute. We are Puritans, Novatians, 


Chathariſts, Donatiſts, or what you will; if 
we be found deſirous to mend ourChurch- 
ſociety by examining and ſevering of our 
people. But what if this be his own blinde 


| zeal? For, firſt, he knows not that we turn 


off any poore ſinners: no, we embrace 
where we ſee any(though the leaſt meaſure: 
of) true ſpiritual poverty, Secondly might 
teil him, that he rather inverts: the uſe' of 
ay bleſſed Ordinance, _ by his free- 
neſſe layes it open to mani na- 
tion. Chriſt — it e 
priviledge,a bond to unite his people, and 
he would have it lie common even to 


them that have not the face of Chriſtians! 


in theit practice. O bleſſed Lord!openthe 
eyes, and rectifie the zeal of theſe men, 
who are more forward to ſatisfie the de · 
fires,and cries of carnal men, then they are 
to advance the ( hurches holineſſe, orpre- 
ſerve the dignity of thy holy 3 
2. The 
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2 4. The ſecond cords paſſige con- 
k Ohriſtꝭ freeneſſe in eating with ſin- 
netsto be a reaſon for a free communion; 
bur I have told bim already, Chriſt was 
more free at the Pharĩſees Table, then at 
bis own. Chtiſt that did eat wich Pubk- 
cus, did celebrate his Supper wich his 
o Diſeiples onely he took none of them 
ia ere; nay, he ſeft out very many that 
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of his Ordinances, to provide for the cam 
fort of his people in the uſe of them. This 
you do not. | ” 'F 110 2 n 1 
6. Ihumbly confeſſe the ſinnes of all; 


Axſw.! God in mercy heard Hes - 


kiah,and removed upon his prayer a judg- 
ment inflicted for unworthy coming to 
a typical Ordinance, therefore he conclitdey. 
his 1nnocency from doing a like; but ſtay: 
Sir, in this you areunlike Hezekiab, he did 
Chis once, when upon an extraordinary oc- 
not well obſccye the legill ritesʒ but yoh( it 
ſeemes ) make this à common practice 
You know beforehand what people will 
come, (that the ſeandalous ones of your 
Hock will come.) and yon think to pteſexve 
your ſqal from the guilr ef theit finnes by 
confeſſing theit unworthineſſe. ' Pray far 
125 chat come, ( he beſt need it I but 
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tidote to you andochers,if knowingly 
admit the beunworthy. 1 cpa 
-b 7." Laſtly; 1 Fend on God. 


Anſw. It is to be ſure keeping co 


out rule, an Nee to venture co tar 
To venture without the Word is to pre- 
ſame, which is evill as yo know. It 
ib good to walk by a rule; for then if we 
venture, tis in a good bottom. 
„Gods Ordinances 1 acknowledge) will 
be a ſweet ſavour to him , whatever. be 
the effects of them upon others: But while 


| nis Ordinances are ſweer, our actings may: 


be ſoure; and when they are ſo « muſb 
look one day to heare of irt. 


Finally, he hints at ſome other preſiiog : 
conſideracions from the command, and 


good of coming, and from the evill of o- 
mitting this Ordinance. Anſm. What is here 
bebinde in the bottom, we'll meet with in 
the other part of the book. 

Ordinances are meanes, this is true but 
yet all Ordinances ate not alike ,. as 
hath been ſheweo. If a ſoul: want grace, 
there are proper means of converſion, and 
begetting grace, cowhich he mult apply 
himſelf; ſome . Ordinances. : (s this) 


are both meanes andpledges of grace alrea- 


dy given. 
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ot moſt other diſeaſes: Some Records 


tell us, that Fobn would not come. 
\ _ the bath, becauſe ( vrint hau was 
eg. -! 5 oui: 51 
In bis upſhot, he makes à weak flows? 
riſh, with the Parable, Mat. 224 and 
inſtead of ſcrupling the unworthy com- 
ing of the worſt men, ſentendes them 
to be worſt of all that come not. I 
think him a wretch; who defpiſes; and al. 
together neglects this Ordinance; but he 
that forbeart for = time, either as ſcru- 
pling his owne fitneſſe, or: as offended 
with che - undue manner of adminiſtring 
where he' ſhould: partake, Tam: fat from 
thinking ſuch a one more, unworthy, then 
a preſumptuonus intruder. Such 2 ate in 
4 capacity, and come not, cheſe deal unwor- 
on indeed. As to your trouble about neg- 


of adminiſtring, aud coming: Why 


take you ſuch a large ſtride, ſtepping from 
one extream into another, hereas the truth 
and your duty lies between both? You need 


not neglect adminiſtring, that is another 


extteam to _ all. I wiſh yon 
would avoid them both. If you will not 
be perſwaded to this, bur ſtill practiſe your 


fteeadmiſſion, who will promiſe you, chat. 
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I think very many 
have already preſum'd upon your book to 
come unworthily, and — more (while 
you maintaine this freeneſſe) are like to do 


F 


| fo. Let this ſtick another while on your 


thoughts, and then perchance inſtead of 

calling in of all, you may ſee cauſe to call in 

much of what you have publiſht in this 
book. X 
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